COURSE#315  CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES



Winter PACE 2016
Instructor:  Mary Anne Gagnon


E-mail:  mary.gagnon@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Course Text:    An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics by Joseph Kelly


  Collegeville, MN:  Liturgical Press, A Michael Glazier Book, 2006

Catalogue Description
Students will explore the New Testament including the Gospels and the Letters of Paul.

They will examine the variety of approaches to the study and prayerful reflection upon

the New Testament, and survey the important theological themes that arise from their

presence and application within the continuing Christian Tradition.

OBJECTIVES

1) to examine the history, literature & religion of Christianity in its earliest stages,

with a view toward identifying the essential beliefs & values which emerged in light of

Jesus & in context of both Judaism & the Greco-Roman world.

2) to survey this varied body of literature & school of authors, highlighting their function

as enduring foundational documents for both church & civilization

3) to contrast the different images of Jesus as the Christ contained in the documents,

discerning both their common & particular features which invite & direct humankind

towards a faith that is both understandable & livable

4) to probe the world of contemporary biblical scholarship, utilizing the historical critical

method, to better note the literary and theo-moral legacy of early Christianity which

reaches from antiquity to modernity

5) to acknowledge the New Testament Way of Holiness, which links Christians of all ages 

and is correlative to other religious ways & traditions, peoples & movements within history

Specific Course Requirements:  This course is offered online utilizing eCollege instructional platform and Internet resources.  eCollege is accessible from most PCs and Macintosh computers with a reliable internet connection.  Students must be familiar with Microsoft Word and Microsoft Powerpoint as a minimum requirement.
Course Website address: http://chaminade.ecollege.com
In the event that technical difficulties disrupt access or utilization of the web board, the instructor may elect to utilize email to conduct discussions and maintain dialogue.

Technical Support:  For technical questions:  contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at:  helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com.

Chaminade Library:  www.chaminade.edu/library
General Education Courses – Student Learning Outcomes

#11:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition

          and the Marianist  Education Tradition

General Education Courses – Student Learning Outcomes – Religion

1) The student will demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of

     ultimate meaning that will intellectually & spiritually engage them throughout their lives

2) The student will demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical 

    development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions

* RE315 will engage these outcomes through various components of its course study

The Religious Studies’ Discipline Teaching Goals

Goal One: 

We will promote faculty and student understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition 

by engaging its historical achievements and articulations, its integration of faith and reason, 

and its application of values for the human person and for social transformation

Goal Two: We will foster a reflective response and personal interaction with the

Catholic Intellectual Tradition, encouraging increased understanding of the Tradition 

in our contemporary world and provide the opportunity for an adult appropriation 

of the faith within a nurturing academic environment

Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of: 
1)  Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader 

     Christian and human traditions

2)  Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions

3)  Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition

4)  the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education 

for service, social justice and peace 

5)  the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values 

6)  the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions

· RE315 will specifically aim to achieve Discipline Learning Outcomes #1, 3 & 5
Students with Disabilities:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.
An Education in the Marianist Tradition is Marked by Five Characteristics:
1) Education for Formation in Faith
    --In our community, reason and personal faith are seen as mutually complementary roads to truth.

       Together, we invite all scholars to join our community of faith, hope, and love.

2) Integral, Quality Education

    --We are committed to an integral, quality education which begins with respect for the complexity

       diversity of each person.  This means that the faculty member attempts to engage the whole

       person with quality courses and activities that challenge the intellectual, emotional, aesthetic,

       physical, and ethical dimensions that make up each student’s life experience.

3) Education and Family Spirit

    --Our community is a second family which encourages the personal development of each of its

       members.  Mutual respect for all members of our family allows the Marianist-based scholarly

       community to share responsibility for decision making at all levels.

4) Education for Service, Peace, and Justice

    --All members of the community must expect to dispense and receive justice to and from each 

       other, and to and from the community in which the university is situated.  Teachers and

       administrators within our community prepare students to view their own world with a

       critical eye in order to discern between the just and unjust.

5) Education for Adaptation and Change

    --True to the tradition of faith, a Marianist-founded education prepares students for tomorrow

       and adapts to its time.  Our scholarly community regards technology as a critical aid in the quest

       for understanding in our changing world.

Our students, both traditional and non-traditional, bring us a variety of talents, traditions,

cultures and abilities.  This diversity brings a special opportunity to the Chaminade community,

which can nurture and guide each student to the fullest realization of potential.  Each student’s 

educational goal is to prepare for professional careers and personal growth in an educational

environment based in the liberal arts tradition and enriched by Marianist values.

Key Elements of the Marianist Charism

1) Spirit of Faith (“What is essential is the interior” – seeing everything with the eyes of faith)

2) Community (“Family Spirit” – welcoming & hospitality - one in mind & heart)

3) Discipleship of Equals (“Equality” of all members within the Marianist family)

4) Responsiveness to the Needs of the Times (“Universal Service”) 

Blessed William Joseph Chaminade (1761-1850):  This French diocesan priest founded the Marianist 

Order following the French Revolution.  With collaborators, such as Adele de Batz de Trenquelleon &

Marie Therese Charlotte de Lamourous, and from the early service-oriented Christian communities of 

men and women (the Sodalities), established to rebuild the Church & re-Christianize France, there 

eventually emerged the Society of Mary (for men, the Marianist Community of Brothers & Priests) and 

the Daughters of Mary Immaculate (for women, the Marianist Sisters).  There is also the worldwide 

Lay Marianist Family with over 8,000 members & the newly established network of MEA’s 

(Marianist Educational Associates). The Marianists were established in the United States in 1849 

in Dayton, Ohio, came to Hawaii in 1883, and birthed  Chaminade University of Honolulu in 1955.

Regular Participation:   
This course is organized into 10 sessions. Students should plan to spend approximately 3.5 hours per week online (or more, as skills, internet and time permit), exploring and examining Internet sites and related materials, reading and responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, you should plan to spend an equal amount of time offline, reading the text, researching, and reflecting over course concepts. Our course week extends from Sunday through Saturday.  Each Sunday, the supplementary resources for the upcoming week (if applicable) is posted in the “Syllabus” section.  

    Attendance:  Attendance consists of weekly collaborative participation in the online learning experiences.

    Quantitative Participation:  Weekly participation criteria is quantitatively assessed as follows:
1.  Composing and posting a response to the discussion or questions;      
2.  Posting a comment, observation or question in response to the contribution             of another classmate; 
3.  Responding to the questions, comments or observations classmates have
posted in response to your contribution to the discussion; and  
            4.  Reviewing the discussions regularly to remain current with the topics.
    Qualitative Participation:  Qualitative participation consists not in simply the number of times a note is posted, but by the overall degree of intellectual engagement you demonstrate in:
            1.  supporting your comments with more than personal opinion. Use cited        
      
     references or quotes; cited Internet research information or other credible                  resources. 
             2.  utilizing fair and balanced comments, even if you are in disagreement.
             3.  using meaningful comments to contribute to the discussion by bringing new                   insights, experiences or perceptions that enrich the understanding of the                   subject.  Examples of comments that do not contribute meaningfully to a                   discussion include: "good job," "I agree," "I wish I had thought of that," "I                   like/don't like your paragraph," and-so-forth.  We need to be specific in our 

                  responses, not generic.
Quizzes:  There are two online quizzes. TBA.
Midterm Newsletter Project:  The midterm consists of your putting together a Newsletter of four pages minimum (2 pages back/front).  An Education in the Marianist Tradition is Marked by Five Characteristics (see above) Choose one of these Characteristics and integrate learned material from the course.
1.    Title your newsletter.
2.    Use your readings, personal reflections, and research.
3.    Use pictures and graphics to enhance the presentation of your newsletter.
5.    The newsletter must outline the major points of the topics, and attempt a critique of the contents and/or arguments encountered.  Suggestion:  historical foundation to contemporary application.
6.    The grade for the newsletter is based on comprehensiveness, clarity, and conciseness.
7.    Post your Midterm project.
Examination:  There is one examination administered during the course, the Final Examination. Details will be provided further in the course.
	GRADING


	 


Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.  
 
Grade Calculation:
· Quizzes                                  10%                 100 points total

· Homework(Questions)
10%

100 points total
· Midterm Project:                     15%                 150 points total
· Online participation:                50%                500 points total
· Final Exam:                             15%                150 points total
 
Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%
Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.

SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS  
· SUBJECT TO REVISION
· ALL DETAILS ARE FOUND ON THE ACTUAL COURSE WEEKLY ASSIGNMENT BOARD   

· No details are released prior to the week of the assignment.

	Week/Date
	Assignment

	Week 1
	Pgs. VII; IX; XIII 
Chs. 1 & 2

	Week 2
	Chs. 3 & 4

	Week 3
	Chs. 5 & 6

	Week 4
	Chs. 7 & 8

	Week 5
	Chs. 9 & 10

	Week 6
	Chs. 11 & 12

	Week 7
	Chs. 13 & 14

	Week 8
	Chs. 15 & 16

	Week 9
	Chs. 17 & 18

	Week 10
	Ch. 19
Pgs. 263; 265

	
	Final Exam Week – 

Study for final exam


