[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]Chaminade University of Honolulu				Winter 2015-16
Ed. 753 (Catholic Cohort), Private and Catholic School Law
[bookmark: _GoBack]Time: Th., 6:00 – 9:00 Brogan Rm 102

Instructor: Robbie A. Murakami, J.D., M.Ed.
Office hours by appointment
Ph: 739-4785
rmuraka2@chaminade.edu

Course Description:  This course will survey important legal principles and case law that determines the extent of duty and responsibility of educators in the private school setting.  An examination of statutory law and case law will be examined and analyzed.  

Learning Objectives

1) The student will demonstrate knowledge of the principles and best practices in the most common legal issues facing private and public education.

2) The student will demonstrate an ability to read and analyze pertinent educational case law as it relates to Catholic schools.

3) The student will be able to analyze compliance with federal Title IX requirements.

4) The student will demonstrate a practical understanding of the professional ethical standards required of teachers.

5) The student will be able to evaluate school procedures, policies and practices relating to students, faculty and families.

Text Books:

	Shaughnessy, M.A. (1998). Ministry and the law: what you need to know.  Mahwah, N.J., Paulist Press

	Shaughnessy, M.A. (2005). Legal issues for coaches and moderators in Catholic schools: a handbook. Washington, D.C., NCEA

	Shaughnessy, M.A. (2007). An administrator’s guide to legal considerations: volunteers in Catholic education. (2nd ed.)  Washington, D.C., NCEA




Course Requirements:

1. There are weekly readings and frequent writing assignments.  Because we will use them in class they must be completed on time.
2. The value of the class will depend on the quality of discussions and the questions that surface, so class attendance and participation is mandatory.
3. There are several speakers who will address the class over the course of the semester.  To benefit from the expertise and experience of these speakers students must come prepared with well thought out questions.
4. A review of your school handbook will be done in class.  Each student should have a copy of their handbook for class.
5. [bookmark: OLE_LINK25][bookmark: OLE_LINK26]Signature Assignment: Literature Review on an Issue or School Law
· By the third class meeting select for research a contemporary issue of school law that relates to private/religious schools.
· Find a minimum of four journal articles on your topic from professional educational journals.
· Write a short literature review of 5-8 pages.  Use APA style.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK31][bookmark: OLE_LINK32]Grading Policy

Grades will be calculated using a total points system.   All assignments must be completed by the due date.  No late work will be accepted.  If you have an emergency situation, please notify the instructor before the due date so arrangements can be made to complete the assignment.  All written assignments are expected to be proof read before submitted and grades will be adjusted for spelling and grammatical errors.  Please submit all papers using 12 point font, 1 inch margins and Times New Roman.

The traditional Chaminade grading scale will be used to calculate final grades.















[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]

January 11 – March 26 For help on submission see. https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-1290

Class Dates		Topics and Assignments

January 14	Discuss syllabus, legal pre-test, discussion schools and the law in the news today.  In class assignment: find two cases/situations within the last five years that pertains to school law.  Share with the class.
				
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Homework: Post your cases/situations online on the discussion board.  Do you agree or disagree with the Court ruling?  If the case is ongoing, what side do you think should prevail?  Are any of the issues present in the cases relevant to your school?  Provide a response to two of your classmates’ posts.  Original post is due by January 18.  Response is due by January 21.


[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Week of January 21	Read: The Blaine Amendment; Pierce v. Society of Sisters.  Draft 2-3 page paper on the following topic: “Do Catholic Schools Have a Place in American Society?” Use both documents in your paper.  This is due at the beginning of next class.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]	Read Chapters 2 and 3 of Ministry and the Law.  Find case law that addresses each of the types of lawsuits described in Chapter 3.  Make a simple power point presentation that briefly summarizes the facts of the case, the issues presented and the courts ruling.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK11][bookmark: OLE_LINK12]January 28	Guest speaker: Human resources presentation on hiring and firing practices.  Discuss Chapters 2 and 3 and class presentations on material.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK13][bookmark: OLE_LINK14]	Homework: Read Fallon v. Indian Trail School and answer question #1
	Read Johnson v. School District of Millard and answer question 3
	Read Norman v. Ogallala Public School Districts and answer question 2
	Complete by February 4

[bookmark: OLE_LINK15][bookmark: OLE_LINK16]Week of February 4	Read Miller v. Yoshimoto, 56 Haw. 333(1975), Kim v. State, 62 Haw. 483 (1980) and Doe v. Hawaii 100 Haw. 34 (2002)

	Draft a paper that addresses the following:  What were the issues presented in each case?  How did the Court rule?  Are any of the situations that gave rise to the lawsuit present at your school?  If so, what does your school need to do to address the issue?  If not, what does your school do to make sure these situations do not arise?  Due next class.

February 11	Guest speaker on negligence and liability.  Conduct research for final paper topic.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK17][bookmark: OLE_LINK18]
Homework: Read Chapter 4 and 5 of Ministry and the Law.  Discuss issues presented in the Chapter with your Human Resource person and Administrator.  How does your school address these issues?  Is there anything you can do to improve what your school does?  Post by February 18.  Respond to 2 other posts by February 21  


[bookmark: OLE_LINK19][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]Week of February 18	 Read Chapter 1-3 of Volunteers in Catholic Education.  Draft a paper due next class.  Does your school have an orientation with volunteers that addresses the issues presented in the chapters?  If so, describe the policies that are addressed.  Can anything be done to improve your school policies?  If not, create a plan for your school to use with volunteers.

February 25	Bring a copy of your student and faculty handbook to class.  Get into groups and compare how issues of bullying, fighting, illegal drugs and cheating are addressed in each school.  Is there language in other handbooks that you can use at your institution?
[bookmark: OLE_LINK21][bookmark: OLE_LINK22]	Review your faculty handbooks.  Where are the policies pertaining to street crossing and playground supervision located?
	Where are the policies regarding emergency events located?

Week of March 3	Draft a paper, which sets forth the issues presented above regarding your faculty handbooks.  Discuss your policies and critique.  Turn in by next class

[bookmark: OLE_LINK23][bookmark: OLE_LINK24]	Post by March 5, two things we have covered in class that you believe are important in your development as a school administrator.  Post a response by March 9.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK27][bookmark: OLE_LINK28]	Prior to next class, read Title IX of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and be able to address the in class discussion questions for March 10

March 10	Classroom Discussion on Title IX and implications in Catholic schools
[bookmark: OLE_LINK29][bookmark: OLE_LINK30]	How does your school address issues of sexual harassment?
	Does Title IX apply to your school?  If so, does your have anyone on staff that is trained to handle a Title IX investigation?  If not, what plan would you implement to ensure that your school is compliant?

Week of March 17	Final paper due on March 17
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