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INSTRUCTOR: Dylan Gaffney MSCP Counseling Psychology                                  
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]How to reach me: via email from teaching site
The Teaching Site: www.chaminade.ecollege.com
Required Text: Development through the Lifespan. 6th edition. Laura E. Berk. Allyn & Bacon Publishers 
ISBN: 0-205-96898-8
Direct website for this book: 
http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/development-through-the-lifespan-plus-new-mydevelopmentlab-0205968988

You are NOT required to buy the access for additional support material, but you will need the book itself in what ever version you chose.

Course Description: This course explores Human Development in an interdisciplinary field of study devoted to understanding human consistency and change through out the lifespan.
This will be examined from several theoretical frameworks, and critical questions will be asked to bring awareness to the developing person.
 Assessment:
In order to measure the quality of the learning experience students will demonstrate their knowledge through weekly written assignments based on the reading material, class participation and discussion, a term reflection journal project.
1) Term Reflection Journal Project: 
You will be compiling your own story, within a Life Span Development lens, and SPECIFICALLY through Erik Erikson’s model-which you will be introduced to in the first lecture and we will continue to frame the psychosocial aspects of each life stage through. Using a photo and essay format you will chronicle your own life story using the set of constructs you will have learned in the course to explain and expand on your own understanding of life span development to include journal writing about each stage on a personal level. 
Each week I will be giving you reflection topics so you can start early and jump-start your own ideas! If one or two of the writing topics feel uncomfortable, you can skip those particular “hot” topics, and can go off in your own direction. While the journal is not due until the end of the term, it would be very wise to stay current and not get overwhelmed in the end. The full list is found on the tool bar under: Final Reflection Journal Project.
For the stages not yet lived you will imagine the best possible scenarios. This journal is best constructed in Power Point Presentation, (for file uploading purposes) but a Word Doc is also acceptable. Again, more information is found on the left hand tool bar under “Final Reflection Journal.” 
My assessment (grading of) will be based on your engagement with the process. While there is no “right or wrong” it is easy for me to see the work you put into it, and your intention. I urge you to engage with this deeply, and consider it a legacy piece. Rarely are we given time to tell our own story, and this may well become valuable to you and yours later on. 
2) Discussions are the rubric for participation and are very important to this course. 
Each week there is a carefully monitored discussion, tied to the reading and lecture, allowing students to engage in mature, thoughtful and respectful dialogue. It is a VERY important part of this course! There are 10 weeks of class; 10 points are available each week for a total of 100 possible points. You will have two weeks from the start of the each new discussion to add your input and interact with other students. You are to post BOTH weeks the discussion is open and you must respond to at least two other students in a meaningful way. At the end of that two-week period the topic will be closed. 
There are specific requirements for these all-important discussions:
If you post for the first time on the last day before it closes, you have not met the spirit of the dialogue, nor have you honored others or allowed them to respond to you. By the last day of the discussion (which has been open for two weeks) everyone has moved on and you are “talking” to an empty room. IF you chose not to follow this requirement, and you find yourself posting at the last minute do not be surprised if you grade is much, much lower.
If you simply post to the question, (which must be thoughtful and considered) and do not support others in dialogue you will not get full credit.
If you simply “fly in for one day” to meet “the requirement” you have not engaged in a true discussion, which matures over time. And, as many post throughout those two weeks, and you will not have read what others have written to you. As such, you will not get full credit. I have full access to your participation time on the site and if you aren’t putting the time in to the discussions it is quite clear.
I shouldn’t have to remind you that our discussions are academic and NOT meant as a chat room to offer advice or correct others. If this happens I will edit out your comments. Always remember that there is another real person on the other side of the screen. 
Also, spelling counts! You are presenting yourself to your peers and to  me, and lack of attention to spelling and grammar is noticed.
3) Lectures: 
Each week a lecture posted each week. Many times you will be required to comment on these particular parts of the lecture in our discussion and/or video segments I afford you. The lectures support your assigned reading, as done in an on ground podium lecture. They do not preclude your reading. The average time spend on lectures is four hours a week; the same amount of time that would be required for an on ground podium class.
4)  Weekly assignments: 
Each week there will be a quiz or writing assignment to support your reading and when completed place it in the drop box. As with the discussions, you will have two weeks to complete it. Each assignment is worth 10 points with a possible 100 points available. 
With the quizzes, make sure your name is on them and follow directions for the format and receiving of them.
For writing assignments: Font 12, double spaced, front cover with name, and minimum of two pages. SPELLING AND GRAMMAR COUNTS.
Policy on late assignments: Please respect the deadlines. Material over two weeks late will not be accepted.
Late material will NOT be accepted. Again, NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED. (If you are wondering about this policy consider two things. First, online classes move very fast, and for you to not fall behind it is important that someone (me) is prodding you on, especially if you have a tendency to procrastinate. By the way, studies show that papers submitted by procrastinators statistically receive poorer grades. Second, we all have schedules, including me. I have set times to work on each of the many classes I teach. Assignments that arrive off schedule, and not in the correct format, create a bit of chaos at my end. And, when that happens it creates STRESS. And, when that happens it also creates frustration, and frustration leads to irritation (to put it mildly). Additionally, accepting late assignments does not honor those who do meet deadlines, and is not fair to them.
5) Final Exam: 
The final exam will be made available to online. In week nine I will email you a review so you can prepare as well as the  password. The time frame the exam will also be shared. I keep the exam open for a week, with a one time access to allow you to schedule your own, best time to take it.
In a Nutshell:
Class participation: 10 points a week=100 possible points
Weekly writing assignments=100 points
Final Project=100 points
Final Exam=100 points
GRADING:
A =400-350 points
B =350-300 points
C =300-250 points
D =250-200 points
F =200 and below points
YOU MUST DO THE READING TO DO WELL IN THE COURSE. The good news; it’s an interesting textbook! 
Student Learning Outcomes
Student will demonstrate an understanding of:
 1.         The use of scientific methodology and research for investigating important questions relative to human behavior.
2.         Knowledge of the major theories, concepts, and research findings that represent the scientific perspective for the biological basis of human behavior.
3.         Knowledge of the major theories, concepts, and research findings that represent the scientific perspective in the investigation of cognitive processes involved in human behavior.
4.         Knowledge of the major theories, concepts, and research findings that represent the scientific perspective in the investigation of developmental processes and the study of human   behavior.
5.         Knowledge of the major theories, concepts, and research findings that represent the scientific perspective in the investigation of individual personality variables.
 6.         Knowledge of the major theories, concepts, and research findings that represent the scientific perspective in the study of psychological disorders and their treatment.
7.         Knowledge of the major theories, concepts, and research findings that represent the scientific perspective in the study of social and cultural influences on human social behavior.
8.         Knowledge of stress management and the ability to apply it toward analyzing, understanding, and engaging it in everyday life situations.
9.         The history of psychology, and knowledge of the formative and influential psychologists who developed the field.
10.       Evolutionary theory and its importance for understanding the field of psychology.            
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Grading Criterion as stated in the Chaminade undergraduate catalog is as follows:
A – Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.
B – Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.
C – Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter.
D – Inferior work of the lowest passing grade; not satisfactory for fulfillment of
Pre-requisite coursework.
F – Failed to grasp even the minimum subject matter; no credit given.
I – Did not complete a small portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student’s control.
The issuance of an “I” grade is not automatic. Sufficient time should be allowed to permit completion of the work, evaluation, and reporting of the final grade within 90 days* after the end of the semester or term. This limit may not be extended. In lieu of submitting an Incomplete Contract, an IB, IC, ID, or IF must be issued along with all
other reported grades. If the instructor, prior to the deadline, does not submit a new grade for the course; the alternate grade indicated will be recorded (i.e. an ID will be recorded as a final grade of D). Should a letter grade of I be issued and no approved change of grade submitted, the I grade will automatically change to an F at the 90 day deadline.
Attendance: With on-line courses I know you are attending if you show up on our discussion board and take part. If you do not show up and take part in our discussions then you are not attending the class. I expect respectful dialogue, well thought through and pertinent to the reading and topic. 
If illness prevents you from attending class it will be my prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade. 
Federal regulations require continued attendance for continuing payment of financial aid. If you’re your attendance is not continuous, financial aid may be terminated. When illness or personal reasons necessitate continued absence, you should officially withdraw from all affected courses. Anyone who stops attending a course without official withdrawal may receive a failing grade. 

Course Calendar:
Date: Week One (January 11)
Topic: History, Theory and Research Strategies
Readings: Chapters 1 and Lecture
Writing Assignment to be place in the Drop Box and Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.

Date: Week Two (January 18)
Topic: Prenatal Development, Birth and the Newborn Baby
Readings: Chapters 2 & 3 and Lecture
Writing Assignment to be place in the Drop Box and Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.

Date: Week Three (January 25)
Topic: Infancy and Toddlerhood
Readings: Chapters 4,5,6 and Lecture
Writing Assignment to be place in the Drop Box and Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.

Date: Week Four (February 1)
Topic:  Early Childhood
Readings: Chapter 7, 8 and Lecture
Writing Assignment to be place in the Drop Box and Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.

Date: Week Five (Feb 8)
Topic: Middle Childhood
Readings: Chapter 9, 10 and Lecture 
Writing Assignment to be place in the Drop Box and Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.

Date: Week Six (Feb 15)
Topic: Adolescence: The Transition to Adulthood
Readings: Chapters 11,12 and Lecture
Writing Assignment to be place in the Drop Box and Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.

Date: Week Seven (Feb 22)
Topic: Early Adulthood
Readings: Chapters 13, 14 and Lecture
Writing Assignment to be place in the Drop Box and Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.

Date: Week Eight (Feb 29)
Topic: Middle Adulthood
Readings: Chapter 15, 16 and Lecture
Writing Assignment to be place in the Drop Box and Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.

Date: Week Nine (March 7)
Topic: Late Adulthood
Readings: Chapter 17,18 and Lecture
Writing Assignment to be place in the Drop Box and Class Participation in the form of discussion is required.
Final Reflection Journal Paper is due at the end of week nine.
Date: Week 10 (March 14)
Topic: Death, Dying and Bereavement
Readings: Chapters 19 and Lecture
Writing Assignment to be place in the Drop Box and Class Participation in the form of discussion is required. As this is the last week, the discussion will close out on March 20th, and your final assignment is due on March 23rd.

Final Exam: The password will be mailed to you, and you will have a one-time access to the exam at your discretion. You will be given four hours to complete the exam. The dates the exam will be open and available will be sent with you password.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS SYLLABUS, THE GRADING OR THE POLICIES ASK NOW.


 


