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Course Description:
This course is for thoughtful, creative students who is willing to research and understand the depth and the beauty of the ancient religions. 

The course will enable students to identify the common parts of different religious traditions; to understand the symbolic language of the religion; to appreciate the cognitive value of ancient religions.  Students will find out about the role religions play in understanding of man; will see the great value of ancient religious views on man and the universe. 

The course format is a combination of lecture and interactive seminars/discussion. Students will contribute to the course discussion by offering their insights on the topics offered by the instructor. Active participation in class discussions is essential for the success in this course.

Course outcome:

Upon the completion of the course students will demonstrate the ability to:

- give the definitions of ‘the sacred’;
-explain the meaning of the “sacred time”, ‘sacred space”; ‘theophany”; ‘cosmogony”; 
-explain the myth of the eternal return
- give the representation of the universe in ancient cosmogonical myth;

- explain the representation of man in ancient anthropogonical myth;
- describe the symbolism of the “Center” reflected in ancient myth;

-explain the sacredness of nature in religion

Course texts: 

Mircea Eliade: Images and Symbols: Studies in Religious Symbolism.  Princeton University Press, Princeton, 1991.
Course requirements:

· Two exams;

· Graded seminars (discussions) once in two weeks;

· One individual (or group) presentation on a topic of his/her choice (approved by the instructor)

Student has to prepare outlines for each seminar and actively participate in all seminars in order to receive a good grade for the course.

Students are expected to attend all the classes, to be prepared, and participate in class discussions and activities. All class activities, discussions and assignments are graded; consequently, the class attendance and participation are essential for a student if he/she wants to receive full credit for the course. Points will be deducted for unexcused absence and class disruptions during the lecture up to one letter grade for each four missing classes or irrelevant conversations during the lecture.

Marianist Educational  Philosophy

The confirmation of the religious roots of culture is important theme in our days when religious views are overshadowed by global tendency toward materialism. Religion is the heart of the culture of every nation. It is an important factor in shaping of history, nations, and societies. The studies of the different aspects of world religions as well as the teaching methods of this course are organized in accordance with the following ideas of Marianist educational philosophy:

Educate for formation in faith;

Provide for an integral quality education;

Educate for family spirit;

Educate for service, justice and peace;

Educate for adaptation and change.

Educate for formation in faith

The method of the course intends to help students to find personal significance of the content of the course for each one of them. The understanding that   the development of man means the development of his spiritual self, the increase of the divine in his nature and the presence of this idea in religions increases the validity of faith for them. 

From the recognition of symbols through the students ascend toward symbolism of life and ultimately toward the religious symbolism thus acknowledging the hierarchy which brings them to the top of it toward the Transcendent.

Provide for an integral quality education

The content of the course opens the awareness of the plurality of the religious traditions; teaches to value and respect the diversity of cultures and unlike world views.

Religion occupies the fundamental place in every culture thus being integral by its very definition. This is why the important objective of this course is to study how the central ideas of different religions were/are expressed in various aspects of human life 

· Course Grading:

All the exams will be given specific letter and number grades, and will count for a percentage of the total grade, as follows:

Two Tests- 60%   (30 % each)

Presentation- 10% 

Seminars ( Discussions)- 30%
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Course Schedule:

Week 1. 

· Introduction.  What is myth? What is symbol?
· When the Sacred manifest itself. 

· The modes of being in the world.  

· The Sacred and History.
Week 2.  

· Sacred Space 

· Chaos and Cosmos

· Cosmogony

· The center of the World

· City-Cosmos

Week 3. 

· SEMINAR 1

· Religious Temple as a center

· The elements of Temple and their meaning
Week 4. 

· Annual Repetition of the Creation. 

· Regeneration through return.

· Religious festivals

Week 5.  

· Sacredness of Nature 

· The Symbolism of Water

· Baptism
Week 6. 
· Religious Ritual 

· Sacrifice
· SEMINAR 2

Week 7.  

· Osiris, Dionysus, Minotaur.
· Ritual in Medea
Week 8. 
· Sacred Time.

· Profane duration and sacred Time

· Annual Repetition of the Creation

· Regeneration through return to the time of origin

· Contemporary with Gods  
· SEMINAR 3
Week 9 
· Earth, Fertility, Mother-goddess

· Anthropogony and cosmogony. 
· MIDTERM
Week 10.  

· Religious Foundations of an Ideal State  
· Students presentations

Week 11.  

· Christian World Views

· The existence of evil.
· Freedom and Providence
Week 12.  

· Divine Godmanhood of Vladimir Soloviev
· Providence and Free Will.

· SEMINAR 4:  Free Will
Week 13. 
· Love as cosmic phenomena.

· Religious sense of Love.

· Philosophy of Gender
· SEMINAR5
.Week 14. 

· The Place of Reason in the Universe
· Religious philosophy on Heart and Reason
Week  15. 

· REVIEW

· FINAL EXAM, Dec.7, 11am-1:00 pm
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