Pre-Modern Europe
Fall 2015


Course Syllabus

Course                                  	            HIST 323
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Day/Time/Place:	              	MWF 1:30-2:20 Henry H 202  
Instructor:                                 	Dr. Lilia Castle                               
Office Hours:				MW 3:00-4:30 (or by an appointment)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Phone:				            739-4628 off.
                                                    	E-mail: lcastle@chaminade.edu

Course Description (from the catalog):
	
The course covers the emergence of Europe as the most dynamic region on earth between 1500 and 1815, including subjects such as the Renaissance, Reformation, beginnings of modern science and modern nations, and the first global economy.

Teaching Goal:

To develop a broad, comprehensive understanding of the history of Pre-Modern   Europe from XV to the beginning of the XIX century:

· the major social, economic, political events; intellectual and cultural achievements of that period;
· the most significant social and philosophical  ideas and debates of that time;
· the beginning of the convergence of European and non-European worlds into a global economy and interdependent political system 
LEARNING OUTCOMEs:

This course is linked to the following Historical Program Learning Outcomes (HPLO):

Course Learning Outcome 1: Upon completion of the course, students will demonstrate an understanding of historical change, continuity and causality of pre-modern European history showing an informed sense of differences and similarities between cultures of Antiquity, Medieval time and the Renaissance, as well as the reasons for and the results of changes taking place during the time of Enlightenment (HPLO 1)

Course Learning Outcome 2: Students will demonstrate an ability to integrate and apply to the pre-modern European political realities the political views and rhetoric of the classical world, showing the similarities and differences between them. (HPLO 2)

Course Learning Outcome 3: Students will demonstrate knowledge of the major intellectual and cultural achievements of European World to 1815; the relationship between the secular and the divine in Renaissance art; the influence of science on the religious ideas; the contribution of the printing press and the great explorations to the development of European humanism. 
Course Learning Outcome 4. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the reasons for the emergence of Protestantism and Counter-Reformation. 
Organizational Theme: Marianist Educational Philosophy

The Marianist Tradition is presented in this course through showing of the religious foundation of Pre-Modern European Cultures and its reflection in philosophy, literature and art of this time. Students will demonstrate an awareness of the religious foundations of every cultural tradition in the world including their own. 

Requirements:

1.	There will be midterm exam, final exam, and one graded presentation in this class.
2.	Other required activities include readings, discussion, short reports, pop-quizzes, and intellectual games, all of which will be assessed for the final grade. 

3.	Students should be able to demonstrate intellectual curiosity and an ability to analyze material rather than merely memorized it. 

4.	Students must be active participants in the course: 

· Attendance. Students are expected to attend all the classes, to be prepared, and participate in class discussions and activities. All class activities, discussions and assignments are graded; consequently, the class attendance and participation are essential for a student if he/she wants to receive full credit for the course. 
· Points will be deducted for unexcused absence and disorderly conversations during the lecture. Student with more than four unexcused absences will lose one letter grade; with more than two weeks absences they will have to drop the course.

· All students are advised to prepare written summaries of each item read. Participation in class discussions includes thoughtful comments and/or thoughtful questions asked by a student

Course Assessment:

Assessment of student performance in the course will be divided into two parts:  preparation and examination.
Preparation will be assessed by means of attendance and participation in classroom activities and in discussion (30%). 
Examination will be assessed by means of 2 scheduled exams, each worth 30% and short quizzes (10%). 
Exams and quizzes may only be made up if the student has a valid note from a physician. Tests   format will vary, usually combining objective style (True/False, Multiple Choice, Fill-in) with subjective (short answer) and will be designed to demonstrate that the student has read and understood the assigned material.

Students seeking an ‘A’ have to participate in all class activities, discussions, miss not more than 2 days of classes, and have perfect scores on all tests.  


Course Grading:

All the exams will be given specific letter and number grades, and will count for a percentage of the total grade, as follows:

90-100 A	   
80-89		B	       Midterm exam                            30%                                            70-79		C               Final Exam                  		    30%                                              
60-69		D	       Quizzes                        	    10%
Below 60       F               Attendance, discussions             30%	
         			 


Required Course Text:

A History of Europe in the Modern World Vol.1, to 1815 by Palmer R.R., Joel Colton, Lloyd Kramer, 11th edition, McGraw Hill, 2014.
Additional readings: will be provided by the instructor.

COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1 (Aug 24-26-28)

· Introduction to the requirements of the course.
· The Renaissance as a cultural and intellectual phenomenon. 
· The Birth of the New Culture and New Sense of Order in Philosophy, Political science; Writing History; Visual Arts, Music, Literature, Discovery.

Pre-test will be given in week 1.
In class activity: recollect the main feature of classic architectural order and sculpture; compare examples of Antique, Medieval and Renaissance painting, sculpture, music.


Week 2    (Aug.31-Sept. 2-3)                  

· The Black Death in Europe and its consequences
· Conflicts in Medieval Church
The Growth of Capitalism and the 
Disintegration of Manorial Economy
· The Decline of Feudal and Communal 
Institutions and the Growth of the Centralized 
Territorial States
· Italian City-States. Renaissance in Italy. 

Homework Assignment : Read Ch. II (5, 6), to make and  e-mail to the instructor an outline of these two chapters.

In class: Each group should discuss the format of its presentation with the instructor during the last 5 minutes of the class.


Week 3  (Sept 9-11)  Sept 7- No classes Labor Day                               

· Renaissance in Italy (cont.)
· The Medici in Florence, the Pope in Rome, Sforza in Milan, d’ Este in Ferrara.
· Giorgio Vasari's The Lives of the Artists 
· Renaissance Art in Italy.

Homework (creative assignment): Drawing of a portrait. 
	

Week 4    (Sept. 14-16 -18)
· The new ideas in History and Political Science and Politics. 
· Niccolo Machiavelli: 

(1) Becoming a Prince by Villainy
(2) Praise and Blame
(3) Religious influence
(4) Humility and Insolence

Class activity: Reading and discussion of the ideas of Machiavelli.
Homework: Ch. II; handouts

Week 5   Sept.(21-23-25)

Class activity: Students’ presentations on creativity of Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, Rafael, Donatello, Botticelli, Albrecht Dürer. 

· Humanism. The Birth of Literature. 

Class activity: 

Reading and Discussion of :
· Your sonnet or poem 
· Petrarch, Sonnets ,
· Pierre Ronsard Sonnets
· François Villon
· Boccaccio: Decameron 


 Homework Assignment: Read Ch. II (6); Handouts; - Write your own  sonnet!

Class activity: 


Week 6  ( Sept.28-30-Oct.2)

· Humanism in Literature.(cont.)
· The Renaissance outside of Italy.

Homework: Ch II.(7. 8); Handouts.


Week 7  (Oct.5-7-9 )                   Oct. 9 - Midterm 

· Religious Scholarship and Science. 

· The music of the new age: the expression of the new ideas in art.
Creativity of Johan-Sebastian Bach, Wolfgang-Amadeus Mozart and Ludwig van Beethoven.

Class activity: Students’ presentations on Erazmus of Rotterdam
music and musical instruments.

Homework: Handouts. 



Week 8 (Oct.14-16)   Oct.12- Columbus Day, NO classes

· The Protestant Reformation. Luther and Lutheranism. Calvinism.
.
Class activity:

 Reading and discussion of the new ideas in Religion:
: 
· Martin Luther, The Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences (known as the 95 Theses)
· John Calvin, Reforming the Church

Homework: Ch. II. (8.9.10). Handouts. Prepare for the discussions.



Week 9   (Oct.19-21-23)
· The Reformation in England. Henry VIII. Elizabeth. Thomas Moore.
Stuarts. Cromwell. The Triumph of Parliament

Class activity:

· Discussion of Thomas More, Of the Religions in Utopia
And video clips from Thomas Moore; Anna of Thousand Days;
Elizabeth

Homework: Ch. II. (8.9.10). Handouts. 


Week 10 (Oct.26-28-30)

· The Crusade of Catholic Spain. Philip II. Netherlands. 
· Civil and Religious Wars in France: The Triumph of Absolutism. Louis XIV.

Homework: Ch. II. (8.9.10).. The reflection of the time in literature and film: “Egmont” by Beethoven; Queen Margot by Alexandre Dumas, Don Carlos by Schiller.

Week 11   (Nov.2-4-6)
· Economic Renewal and the European Discoveries. 
· Opening of Atlantic
· The Commercial Revolution. Mercantilism

Class activity:

· Work with the maps.
· Presentations on life and discoveries of Columbus, Cabot, Vespucci, Magellan, da Gama.

Homework: Ch. III (12. 14.15.16). Ch. IV. (19.20)

Week 12 (Nov. 9-13)   Nov.11- No classes, Veterans Day
 	
The Scientific View of the New World; Natural Law theories. 

· Francis Bacon
· Rene Descartes.
· Hobbes 
· John Locke

Class activity: Reading and Discussion of:
·  Francis Bacon, Of Love; 
· John Locke, Two Treatises of Government;
·  Hobbes Leviathan

Homework: Ch.VI.29.CH.VII32.34.35; Handouts on Bacon, Hobbs, Locke

Class activity: Students’ Presentations on Scientific Discoveries.

Homework: Ch. V: 24.25.26.27; Ch. VII (32)

Week 13  (Nov.16-18-20)


· William Harvey On the Movement of the Heart and Blood
· Leeuwenhoek 
· Pierr Simone Laplas
· Karl Linney
· Nicholas Copernicus. Galileo. Kepler.
·  La Metry
· Antoine Lavoisier
· Newton. Pascal

Homework: Ch. VII.33; Handouts on Galileo and Harvey

Class activity: 
1) Reading and discussion of:
· Galileo, Astronomical Message;
· William Harvey, Of the Motion,Action, and Office of Heart

Week 14  (Nov.23-25) Spring Break                          

The major features of the Global Economy of the XVIII century. 
The struggle for Wealth. 
The Age of Enlightenment
Encyclopedia of Denis Diderot
French philosophy: Montesquieu, Voltair, Rousseau

Class Activity: Students’ presentations on the literature of enlightenment (Daniel Defoe, “Robinson Crusoe” ; Jonathan Swift, “Gulliver Travel”; Beaumarche ,“Marriage of Figaro”; Schiller, Fredrick: “Robbers)

 Homework: Handouts, prepare for presentations and a discussion.


Week 15  (Nov.30-Dec.2-4)

· French Revolution: The Old Regime. The Financial Crisis.
· From Estates General to National Assembly. 
· Constitutional Changes. The Confiscation of Church Property. 
· The time of the Terror. The Weakness of the Directory.
· Napoleon Bonaparte.

· Class Activity: Video on French Revolution

·  Homework: Ch. IX. handouts 

Final Exam  -Dec.8, 11:00-1:00 pm
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