CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

M.Ed. COURSE SYLLABUS

EDUC 793 – Action Research: Project Tuning
Spring Term 2015
ED 793  Action Research: Project Tuning        Bossert


	INSTRUCTOR:
	Philip Bossert, Ph.D.
philip.bossert@adjunct.chaminade.edu
phil@orientech.us
(808) 203-9097



	OFFICE HOURS: 


	Anytime by Appointment


	TIME and LOCATION:

	April 7 – June 16, 2015
On-Site at Mid-Pacific Institute

	READING:  
	Required:

· Zhao, Y. (2012). World Class Learners: Educating Creative and Entrepreneurial Students.  Thousand Oaks, CA; Corwin
Additional Resources (suggested but optional):
· McDonald, J., Mohr, N., Dichter, A., McDonald, E. (2007).  The Power of Protocols: An Educator’s Guide to Better Practice. New York; Teachers College Press, Columbia University


	CATALOG DESCRIPTION: 
	In this course the student will present his or her research results in a formal “project tuning” exercise to other students engaged in their own action research projects, refine the results based upon the insights gained from the project tuning exercise, and then present the results in writing for the instructor’s evaluation and comment.  The student also will participate in the project tuning presentations of other students in the course, and serve as a “2nd Reader” for one other student’s written project.


	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS:
	1. Reflections upon the Instructional Leadership M.Ed. program
2. Completion of your action research project

3. Reflections upon 21st Century teaching & learning



	PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLO):

	The Education Division’s mission is to foster the development of knowledgeable, proficient, and reflective teachers and educational leaders. Upon completion of this MED program, the successful graduate will:
1. Demonstrate and analyze his/her own professional and intellectual development and its relationship to best practices in education (REFLECTIVE PRACTICE); 
2. Differentiate between and critique major learning theories currently driving the field as important empirical, historical, philosophical and conceptual studies (THEORY);
3. Apply research-based practice characterized by caring, mutual respect for diverse populations (DIVERSITY);
4. Design and assess learning activities that allow for the construction of meaning, and promotion of self-responsibility for learning (DESIGN); 
5. Critique and analyze academic literature and research methodologies (SCHOLARSHIP); 
6. Demonstrate the ability to compose academic prose for a variety of audiences including peers, professors, and the larger professional community (COMMUNICATION); and
7. Demonstrate ability to engage in and facilitate academic and professional dialogue within a community of learners (LEADERSHIP).

	COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	Outcomes
	How will outcome be achieved?

	
	1. Reflect on your professional growth in knowledge, skills and dispositions (PLO 1)
2. Broaden understanding of educational issues and proposed solutions (PLO 2)
3. Design, develop and execute a research project that clearly demonstrates one’s ability to analyze and synthesize major ideas, principles and research with respect to a topic of your own educational practice (PLO 5, 6)
4. Plan for your own continued life-long learning (PLO 3,7)
	1. Discussions
2. Discussions; Action Research; Peer Reviews
3. Action Research Project
4. Reflection Paper

	GRADING SCALE:

	A = 90 or above          B = 80-89          C = 70-79          F = 69 or lower  

	IRB REVIEW OF RESEARCH:

	This requirement, if applicable, should have been taken care of as part of either EDUC 701 or EDUC 703.  It is restated here as a matter of record.

Research that involves behavioral or biomedical analysis of human beings may require approval of an Institutional Review Board (IRB) to determine if your research will compromise the privacy of any individual person.  If your research involves a survey of faculty, staff, students or parents of your own school, then you most likely will not need to have an IRB review of your research plan.  If you plan to conduct formal research activities with groups outside of your own school, then you will need follow guidelines that have been set up for such research by Chaminade University.


ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	Assignments

	Points
	Description
	Submission

	Discussions

	15
	Participate in the discussions of research presentations by other students, on the use of protocols in education settings, and on the future of education and learning environments.
	Discussions

	Action Research Project Presentation

	25
	Prepare and deliver an illustrated presentation (PowerPoint, Pages, etc.) on your action research topic and findings to other members of the course.
	Present and then email electronic file to instructor

	Reflective Essay on Future of Education

- Due by June 15, 2014

	20
	How do you see the future of learning unfolding in the next ten to twenty years, and what do you think your role in helping to create that future will be.  This paper should be between 1,000 – 1,500 words.
	Email electronic file to instructor

	Serve as 2nd Reader for the Action Research Project of One Other Person

	15
	Produce a rough draft of your research project that demonstrates your ability to analyze and synthesize major ideas, principles and research on an issue related to your education practice.  This draft should include your literature review, survey results (if any), research scope and findings, analyses, and conclusions.
	Email commented draft to author and instructor by date agreed upon between author and reader 

	Action Research Project Final Draft – Due by June. 15, 2014

	25
	Submit the final draft of your action research project with all components included and formatted according to APA publication standards. 
	Email electronic file to instructor.


POLICIES:

	Attendance:

This is a three semester-credit, graduate-level class, which under normal circumstances would meet two to three times per week for 3 to 4 hours during a 15-week semester. In addition, outside assignments might be expected to require as much as two to three hours for every hour of class time. In this special cohort, three-week “accelerated” format, each day of class is equivalent to approximately one week of a regular semester course.  It is essential that students participate on a daily basis – in person or online, depending upon the mode of delivery – for all 15 days of the course. Students should notify the instructor when illness prevents them from attending class, and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by calling the instructor or by sending an email to the instructor. It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade. 

Late Policy:
· Assignments are due on the dates indicated unless changes to the due dates are arranged with the instructor.
· Late points may be waived if there are documented extenuating circumstances (e.g. medical emergencies). 


Writing Standards
All work submitted by Chaminade University students must meet the following writing standards. Written assignments should:

1. Use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English. 

2. Develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely. 

3. Adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience. 

4. Be clear, complete, and effective. 

5. Carefully analyze and synthesize material and ideas borrowed from sources. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material should be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism. 

Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory. 

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual. 

Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detailed information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.
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