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CATALOG DESCRIPTION:
The focus of this course is on creating learning environments which cultivate the spiritual nature of the young child, develop an awareness of our sacred connectedness to all life, stimulate a sense of awe and wonder which translates into a reverence for earth and all its creatures and encourage children to be peaceful within themselves, caring with others and responsibly respectful toward their environment.  Incorporates culturally appropriate practice, environmental materials and hands-on science explorations, utilizing Hawaii as the model.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
1.  Students will be able to articulate a basic understanding of Montessori’s cosmic philosophy and how to provide children with the “keys to the world” of their experience. 2.  Students will gain an understanding of the importance and effectiveness of utilizing culturally relevant experiences when working with young children.

3.  Students will gain experience in fostering the spiritual awareness found in children to explore reality, utilizing their thought processes, sensitivities and environmental responses.

4.  Students will be able to utilize Dr. Montessori’s message of peace in encouraging children to be peaceful within themselves, caring with others, and responsibly respectful towards their environment.

5.  Students will be able to develop activities to nurture peaceful living skills in young children based on a realization of the inner goodness (love) within them.

6.  Students will be able to implement a curriculum that helps children develop their inate spirituality, that cultivates their understanding of and respect for life, their own essence and the interrelatedness of all life on our Planet.

7.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the importance of educating for the future, developing ideas of careful stewardship of nature, a spiritual way of life.

8.  Students will be able to recognize the creative energies of the child as the outward expression on the spirit and allow for creative expression with art, music, drama and literary forms.

TEXT: 
Nurturing the Spirit, Aline D. Wolf


Handouts
ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:  




Attendance:
Because this is an intensive course requiring participation  





and practice, students must attend 90% of the course in  





order to pass. 




Assignments:
1) Active participation in all class activities (40%)




2) A Research Paper on the philosophy of peace in 





education that supports creating peaceful environments for 





children  






or









A curriculum outline (designed for a specific location) 






that utilizes cultural and environmental  






experiences to promote living in harmony with the Earth  






and each other and is supported by research on peace 






education for young children (60%)




Grading:
as per percentages above: 
91-100 = A










81-90   = B
UNIVERSITY POLICIES:  

Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, 

Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract.
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detail information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.

