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Course Description

This course is designed to provide instruction and practice in writing, editing, and revising short narrative and expository essays.  It will also provide instruction in organizing your material and in Standard Edited American English.
Course Objectives
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able
1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.

2. To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3. To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.

--To demonstrate thesis sentences.

--To demonstrate topic sentences.

--To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic

   sentences.

--To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences

   and supporting examples.

4. To demonstrate an organizational development in a written text.
--To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

--To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

--To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and 

   external/between paragraphs) in a written text.

5. To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, 

freewriting, and listing.

6. To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive,

exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, division).

--To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

Required Texts

1. Writing Simplified: A Composition Guide by Selby and Bledsoe

2. 80 Readings for Composition by David Munger
3.   The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway
Student Responsibilities


Class Attendance:

Attendance and punctuality are mandatory.  Students are responsible for making 


up work assigned during their absence from class.


Attendance: Your final grade may be deducted for excessive absences.

Excessive tardiness may result in a grade deduction.


Plagiarism is unacceptable.  Any student caught plagiarizing will fail the course.


Guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online).


Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines include 

the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source

without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.

3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own (Chaminade General Catalog, online).

Course Requirements


A total of nine (9) rhetorical papers will be assigned along with readings, an oral 


presentation, and a final exam.  All papers must follow an approved format, using


Times New Roman, font 12, and evenly double spaced.

Required Coursework and Grading Breakdown

Attendance, participation, quizzes……………………………..10

Rhetorical papers……………………………………………….80

Essay analysis and exam…………………………………. ….  10
                                                                                     Total…..100

A = Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.
B = Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

C = Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter.

D = Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of

       prerequisite course work.

F = Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

EN 101: Introduction to Expository Writing

 Materials to be covered

Week 1.  Course introduction and overview
     The Process of Writing – Section 1-9

     Paper on narration – p. 26

     Essays on narration – (refer to p. ix in table of contents)
     In class writing sample

     Fragments, Fused Sentences, and Comma Splices

     Quiz

Week 2.  Narration paper due.


     Prewriting: Where to Begin – Section 10-19

     Paper on example – p. 28
     Essays on example – pp. 184, 234, 43, 127
     Subject – Verb Agreement
     Pronoun – Antecedent Agreement
     Quiz

Week 3.  Example paper due.

     Writing Effective Paragraphs – Section 20-27

     Paper on description – p. 28

     Essays on description – pp. 188, 262, 26, 197
     Adjectives and Adverbs
     Misplaced Modifiers

     Quiz

Week 4.  Description paper due.

     Essays: What to Write About – Section 28-40

     Paper on definition – p. 29
     Essays on definition – (refer to p. viii in table of contents)
     The Comma: A Cure for “Commanitis”

     Quiz

Week 5.  Definition paper due.

     How to use Strategies for Paragraph and Essay Development – Section 41-53.

     Paper on process – p. 30

     Essays on process – pp. 2, 298, 179, 17, 12, 39
     The Semicolon
     Quiz

Week 6.  Process paper due.

     Review: The Writing Process – Section 54-55
     Paper on cause and effect – p. 35
     Essays on cause and effect – pp. 172, 208, 238, 109, 54, 10

     The Apostrophe
     Quiz

Week 7.  Cause and effect paper due.
     Paper on classification – p. 32

     Essays on classification – pp. 176, 80, 63
     Abbreviations and Numbers
     Quiz

Week 8.  Classification paper due.
     Paper on Comparison/contrast – p. 34

     Essays on comparison/contrast – pp. 327, 49, 146, 202, 66

     Quotation Marks

     Quiz

Week 9.  Comparison/contrast paper due.

     Paper on argument – p. 36

     Essays on argument  (refer to p. x in table of contents)
     Spelling

     Test
Week 10. Argument paper due.
     Usage

     Test

Week 11  Improving Style

     Sexist Language

     Parallelism

     Quiz

Week 12  Coherence

     Answering Essay Questions

Week 13  Introducing the Research Paper

Week 14  Class Review

Week 15  Tying up ends

     Final Exam
     Evaluation
NOTES:
The following will be covered in class besides the textbook material:
1. Discussion and examination of students’ writing

2. Journal keeping 
3. Discussion on The Old Man and the Sea 

4. A midterm and a final exam.
