HU 120 – Western Academic Education (1cr) 

Western Academic Education 
Program Learning Outcomes
This course is designed to fulfill PLO #2 for the Humanities program:


“The student will demonstrate an understanding of change, continuity, and causality.”

Description: This course examines college life from the perspective of a cultural outsider.  It explores residential life, college communities, diversity, and academic expectations.  In addition it offers practice in writing for academic success with a specific emphasis on e-mail communication, short written communication, and writing for tests (short answer and essay exams). 

Course Outcomes

At the successful completion of this course the student will 

-demonstrate written communication appropriate to college level tasks

-compare and contrast Western Academic culture with their home academic culture

-place into context the importance of the student’s own culture in relationship to 

  Western Academic Culture.

Required Text

· My Freshman Year by Rebekah Nathan.

· Story Telling – Personal Stories/Oral/Reading (Providing copies)
· Growing Up on my Island/Elementary School

· Junior High School – Away from Home

· Senior High School – Center on Weno
· Living in the Dormitories/
· College Away from Home:  Hawaii/Michigan/Guam/New Zealand/Hawaii

Student Responsibilities

The student will:

1. Attend class on a regular basis.

a. Class attendance is mandatory.  If a student has more than four (4) unexcused absences, his/her grade will be reduced by 10 points (one letter grade).

b. Arrive on time.  If you arrive after class attendance is taken, you will be marked absent for the day.

c. Read and take notes on the assignment prior to arriving in class.

d. Be prepared to write (a summary, a paraphrase, a response) on the reading.

2. Respect the instructor (especially your teaching assistants) and the other members of the class.

3. Respect their classmates at all times in the classroom. You are free to express your opinion on any topics we discuss, but please be mindful of classmates.  Students who do not adhere to this rule will be asked to leave the classroom.

4. Turn off and put away all unnecessary electronic devices prior to entering the classroom.  Talking on the phone, texting, playing computer games, or   e-mailing during a class discussion or lecture is unacceptable and will result in a grade deduction of (10) points.  This point deduction is final and will not be reconsidered at the end of the semester.
5. Not plagiarize

a. Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online).  The guidelines include, but are not limited to, the following:
i. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgment (citation) of the source is always mandatory.
ii. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgment.
iii. Submitting work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminde Catalog, online).
b. Any student suspected of plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper.  
In addition, I will notify the Dean of Humanities.
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Grading Scale

‘A’ 
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative. (90-100)

‘B’
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.  (80-89)

‘C’
Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter. (70-79)

‘D’
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work. (60-69)

‘F’
Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.s
A passing grade for this class is a ‘D’ or 60/100.
Schedule

	Week
	Lecture and Reading
	Assignments

	1
	Oral Sharing and  Sentence Structure
	#1 Write Sentences – Myself

	2
	(Lecture on Paragraph/essay (topic sentence, supporting details, topic, introduction, hook and thesis statement)
	 #2:  Writing Paragraph/essay 
(Class Schedules), Quiz 1

	3
	Reading:  Attending High school/college Away from Home – Oral Sharing own story
	 #3  Start Essay 2 –  Away from Home

	4
	Lecture on Subject verb agreement, run on sentence, comma splice, verb tense 
	#4 Essay: Attending School Away from home. Quiz 2

	5
	Group discussion on Community, focus on College Community, narrowing big topic, “CCPI”
	#5 Students selecting topic 

	6
	Work in pairs/groups – asking questions to gather information
Lecture on sorting information
	#6 Collecting information by asking questions


	7
	Peer Review and Comments
	 Essay #3
Quiz #3
             

	8
	Oral Sharing:  “Why College?” Pair students up – Lecture on “Dialogue”, 5Ws & H Questions 
	#7 Work with partner do develop a dialogue (questions/answer)

	9
	 Observe students practice in class 
	Quiz #4 – Dialogue 

	10
	 Oral Sharing on “What is Cheating?”
Lecture on Plagiarism?
	#8 Work with partner to study/review hands out on plagiarism

	11
	Oral Sharing on “Diversity” (Unity in Diversity, (share examples)
	Identify islands where students/employees come from
Essay 4

	12
	Lecture: Writing for Tests
	 – Sample Short Answer 

	13
	Lecture:  Essay Exams
	Post #10 – Sample Short Answer

	14
	
	

	15
	
	Final Essay Due – Essay 5

	16
	
	Final Test 5


