Chaminade University
MBA Program

780-03 Living into a Thriving Hawaiian Economy

Course Schedule
Quarter:  			Fall 2015
Meeting days and times:  	Wed, 6:45 to 9:45
Course location:  		ED (Brogan) 102 
Instructor Contact Information
Course Instructor:			Dr. Elisabet Sahtouris
Office:					Kieffer 21
Phone:					808 260 9705
E-Mail:				elisabet@sahtouris.com 
Administrative Assistant Phone:	808-440-4280

Course Description
It is increasingly obvious that 'Business as Usual' is no longer a sustainable scenario for our lives in this dramatically changing world. While this is frightening to many, we can instead see it as a tremendous opportunity and responsibillity to participate in shaping a new economy that does work—for our islands, for humanity and for our fragile Earth.  In this class taught by an evolution biologist and futurist, we will explore possibilities for building the concepts, models and skills needed to shape the transition to a thriving Hawaiian future.  

Course Orientation
· This course is designed to develop an ability to understand Big Picture contexts (e.g. cosmology, biological evolution, values and ethics frameworks for human society) in order to understand the nature of economies and how businesses fit into our complex societies. (See the first Required Reading) A newly globalized humanity is suddenly called on to reinvent itself, both locally and globally, so we will look at options and decision-making in this time of grave crisis and need for accountability and change in our work and in our lifestyles. (see the scenarios of the second Required Reading)
· Students in this course will weave a class community with shared meals and a self-organized communal research project to find ideas and existing local projects that contribute to redesigning the Hawaiian economy.  Classes will be divided between lectures, dialogue and the research project. 
· Looking at models such as Norwegian sustainability, Mondragon in Spain, Sarvodaya in Sri Lanka, the Global Ecovillage Network, and our own historic native Hawaiian economy, we will have deep dialogues to discover what we want to leave behind and what we want to take into the future. Self-organized small teams will allocate their own research areas, share progress and weave results into a common presentation of a model for an evolved island economy/communityat the end of the course. 
Course Learning Outcomes 
At the conclusion of this course, successful students will have demonstrated 
· An understanding of the broader contexts for business and economics
· A clear sense of what is not working and why we need economic redesign
· The ability to co-design a team project and function effectively in a mutually supportive class community
· An understanding of how economics can serve all stakeholder constituents
· A better sense of where the Hawaiian economy is today, and how it can evolve through its own historic context, the present, and on into its future
· Enthusiasm for being part of Hawaii’s new economy in a framework of  ethical and creative community 
Course Topics
· Dialogue on the Preparatory Readings (Large contexts and scenario building)
· Ecosophy as the needed relationship between economy and ecology  
· Implications of Pope Francis’ Laudato Si encyclical
· Critical situations in human economies of past civilizations
· Today’s crises as a perfect storm and a golden opportunity
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The cosmological and biological evolutionary contexts for human economies
· What an economy is: its relationship to the larger society and to Earth 
· Why economics needs an integrative philosophy to understand it
· What biology has to do with business and finance
· Why values are critical to economics and business
· The wide variety of economies in today’s world (specific examples)
· Role model businesses and cooperative economies working on a better world
· Differences between the historic Hawaiian economy and its present state
· Identifying existing and possible new ways of building a thriving Hawaiian economy. 
· A plausible Scenarios for the future of the Hawaiian economy kle and desirable scenario for the future of the Hawaiian economy

Readings and Materials
No purchased text is needed for this course, though you may want to own the third , a small book
Required Reading:  
1) Ecosophy: Nature’s Guide to a Better World, article by Elisabet Sahtouris in Kosmos Journal at
http://www.kosmosjournal.org/article/ecosophy-natures-guide-to-a-better-world/
2) It's Not Climate Change - It's Everything Change, by Margaret Atwood
http://readersupportednews.org/opinion2/277-75/31567-its-not-climate-change-its-everything-change
3) Laudato Si: On Care for Our Common Home,  by Pope Francis, 
Paperback published by Our Sunday Visitor, July 18, 2015, (also a Kindle edition)
now available at Borders in the Ala Moana Shopping Center and probably most any other significant bookstore.

There is also a version published by Pauline Books & Media, Boston 
________________________________________ 
It is strongly recommended that youalso  read Gaia’s Dance: the Story of earth & Us by the instructor, available only as an ebook at: 
http://www.amazon.com/Gaias-Dance-Story-Earth-Us-ebook/dp/B00QFK4C1C/ref=sr_1_1/182-8834140-0164356?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1440808012&sr=1-1&refinements=p_27%3AElisabet+Sahtouris 
Other reading materials will be available online or given as handouts in class.  
Optional:  Some links to the instructor’s work:
http://worldbusiness.org/the-elisabet-sahtouris-chair/

http://worldbusiness.org/an-evolutionary-perspective-for-bransons-b-team/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qrfPRju8hxg 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JolR8Diig-o

Assignments and Participation
Please do not sign up for this course if you do not plan on coming to all sessions, barring unforeseen circumstances beyond your control. 
We will be building community, sharing responsibility for communal meals and working as small teams and as a whole class.  Think of this class as a mandatory weekly family mealtime and meeting. Everyone counts; everyone is responsible to themselves and to the whole.
There will be relatively short weekly reading assignments, research responsibilities  and reports given in class, mostly orally.
As above, please sign up only if you plan on attending all sessions. 
Please notify the instructor in advance of an unavoidable absence if possible.

Assessment and Grading
We will experiment with a grading system in which everyone starts with an A upon attending the first class.  Your grade may then be lowered by less than full participation.  

Course Ground Rules
General guidelines for student behavior are provided in the the Graduate Student Handbook. All else is covered in a careful reading of the above.
Characteristics of a Marianist Education
The following are characteristics of the approach to education engaged at Marianist schools, including Chaminade University:
  Educate for formation in faith
  Provide an integral quality education
  Educate in family spirit
  Educate for service, justice and peace
  Educate for adaptation and change

I believe these characteristics can all be met by this course, in which faith and values will play a strong role!
My warmest welcome to those who decide to take this course!
(Dr.) Elisabet Sahtouris
Professor in Residence
CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY
Business School

Instructor Background Information
Elisabet Sahtouris, M.S., Ph.D is an evolution biologist, futurist, professor, speaker, author and sustainability consultant to businesses, government agencies and other organizations. She is a US and Greek citizen who has lived in the USA, Canada, Greece, Peru and Spain while lecturing, doing workshops and media appearances in Europe, North, Central and South America, the MidEast, Asia and Australia/New Zealand.[image: ]	Dr. Sahtouris received a B.F.A. from Syracuse University, an M.S. from Indiana University and a Ph.D. from Dalhousie University in Canada. She held post-doctoral research grants at the American Museum of Natural History in New York City and at Massachusetts General Hospital, taught at the Mass. Institute of Technology (MIT), the University of Massachusetts and the Bainbridge Graduate Institute´s MBA program. Dr. Sahtouris currently holds the Elisabet Sahtouris Chair in Living Economies at the World Business Academy, Santa Barbara, California and is a Professor in Residence at Chaminade University, Honolulu, Hawaii.
	She has been a science writer for the NOVA-HORIZON TV series, (WGBH Boston/ BBC London), a UN Consultant on indigenous peoples, was invited to China under the auspices of the Chinese National Science Organization, is a Fellow of the World Business Academy and an advisor to Ethical Markets.  She co-convened two international symposia on the Foundations of Science in Hokkaido, Japan and Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Dr. Sahtouris participated in two invitational dialogues with HH the Dalai Lama in Dharamsala, India and in the Vatican, Rome, and is one of the people identified as Cultural Creatives in the book of that title by Paul Ray and Sherry Anderson. She is a member of the Evolutionary Leaders and a founding member of Rising Women; Rising World.  
	Dr. Sahtouris has numerous publications and has appeared in documentary films (including Occupy Love and  Dalai Lama Awakening, which has been screened several times in Honolulu).  He books include Earthdance: Living Systems in Evolution, A Walk Through Time: FromStardust to Us, Gaia’s Dance: the Story of Earth & Us,  and Biology Revisioned, w. Willis Harman.


Library
Chaminade library (www.chaminade.edu/library) 

Technical Support
For technical questions contact the Chaminade eCollege help desk at helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at 866-647-0654.

eCollege Account Support
For eCollege account support email jnakason@chaminade.edu or call 808-739-8327.

Course Website Address
http://chaminade.ecollege.com 









image1.emf


Chaminade University
MEA Program

780.03 Living into a Thriving Hawaiian Economy

e raos
Moctng s snd e Wed 64510945
[— (g 02

B R ———
oo oty o o Wl s s g oy
ettt o w s P
R 3 b by v gt g el
s i h o e s i e e
e i i e

P ——
EEnemEe e .
s,

e et
s b s b o Requed Reodin)



