Chaminade University of Honolulu
Fall, 2015
RE 314, The Old Testament – Independent Study
Henry Hall, Rm 208 D
Time: Wednesdays, 10:30-11:20
							
Instructor: Fr. Paul Fitzpatrick, S.M.
Office: Henry Hall, 208 D
Phone: (O) 739-8341, (H) 739-8517
E-mail: paul.fitzpatrick.chaminade@gmail.com
Office Hours: By Appointment

Course Description 
	RE-314, The Old Testament-Independent Study is designed to introduce the advanced student to the continued study of the Old Testament after completion of the course.  The introductory topics initiate the contexts which contribute to both the formation of the Old Testament narrative and the understanding of its message: 1) the historical process of growth of the collection of Old Testament books; 2) the geographical, and cultural contexts of the ancient Near East out of which the Old Testament literature came into being; 3) the narrative content which communicates the meanings of the text; 4) the theological interpretation of the text’s message which is the task of exegesis.
	Following the introductory topics, the course studies four major sections of the Old Testament in the Judaeo-Christian Tradition: 1) the Torah (Genesis through Deuteronomy); 2) the Former Prophets (Joshua, Judges, I, II Samuel and I, II Kings) and the Latter Prophets (in particular, Hosea, Amos, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel); 3) the post-exilic Persian Period Histories (Ezra-Nehemiah and I and II Chronicles); and 4) the Wisdom Literature (Sirach and the Wisdom of Solomon, Job and Qoheleth).  In addition to studying the biblical text, attention will be given at times to relevant history, archaeology, and ancient Near Eastern Literature as we look at the content, growth, context and interpretation of the books.  

Student Learning Outcomes
	1) The students will develop a knowledge of and ability to distinguish the different theological intentions of the authors, which are accomplished through the various literary genres employed.
	2) The students will be able to access the dialog taking place between faith and culture in the Old Testament texts.
	3) The students will be able to articulate the challenging aspects of faith community formation in the Old Testament narrative.
	4) The students will determine the components that contribute to the formation of a just and peaceful society in the Old Testament text.
	5) The students will develop the ability to identify and discuss the interconnectedness of the text with our contemporary world and its meaning and relevance for our contemporary world.


Methodology
	The course will accomplish its objectives through weekly structured reflection and dialogue on the assigned readings for the thirteen topics to be discussed at the weekly meetings.

Course Requirements
	1) The student is expected, in the course of the week prior to the meeting, to prepare reflections on the assigned readings, using the three questions on the reflection sheet provided: 1) What was the “big idea” of these readings, 2) what surprised me about the content in the assigned readings and 3) what questions do I still have about the readings.  A copy of the reflection sheet prepared for the meeting is submitted to the teacher at the beginning of each weekly meeting.
	2) A twelve page paper with footnotes and bibliography is required at the end of the course reflecting on content learned each week in the discussion of the thirteen topics.

Semester Calendar of Weekly Topics and Dates:
Topic One, 8/26 	The Primeval History: Genesis 1-11.

Topic Two, 9/2	The Patriarchal History: Genesis 12_50.	

Topic Three, 9/9	The Exodus from Egypt: Ex 1-18.

Topic Four, 9/16	Sinai Covenant: Exodus 19 - Numbers 36. 

Topic Five, 9/23	Urban Re-covenanting: Deuteronomy.

Topic Six, 9/30	The Conquest and Settlement: Joshua and Judges.

Topic Seven, 10/7	The Monarchy: I and II Kings

Topic Eight, 10/14	The Pre-Exilic Prophets: Amos, Hosea, Isaiah 1- 23, 28-39.

Topic Nine, 10/21 	Exilic/Post Exilic Prophets: Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah 40-66.

Topic Ten, 10/28	Apocalyptic Literature: Isaiah 24-27, Zechariah 9-14 and Daniel

Topic Eleven, 11/4	The Persian Period Histories: Ezra, Nehemiah, I and II Chronicles 

Topic Twelve, 11/18	Understanding the Divine Mind: The Wisdom of Solomon and Sirach
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Topic Thirteen, 11/25	When the World Comes Undone: The Books of Job and Qoheleth
					
Final Meeting, 12/2	Paper due by 12/9.
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