History 301:

Early America
Chaminade University

Fall 2015 - Online
Liberty must at all hazards be supported. We have a right to it, derived from our Maker. But if we had not, our fathers have earned and bought it for us, at the expense of their ease, their estates, their pleasure, and their blood. - John Adams
Instructor: Dr. Chantal Seitz

chantal.seitz@adjunct.chaminade.edu
(808) 223-9148

Course Timeframe:  August 24 – December 10, 2015 

Texts: 
Mandatory:  Taylor, Alan.  American Colonies: The Settling of North America.  New York:  Penguin Books, 2001. 

Optional:   Gray, Edward G. Colonial America: A History in Documents (2 ed.). New York:  Oxford University Press, 2012. 
Prerequisite:  Any 100 or 200 level history course

Course Description:  This course studies American history from pre European contact to 1815, analyzing the formation and growth of European colonies in America, their break with the British Empire and the formation of the United States of America. 
Course Objectives:  This course will utilize a variety of sources to study the relations between Native Americans and Europeans, the colonization and unique properties of each of the three regions of colonial America, the conflict between the European powers that settled North America, the wars for possession of North America, the American Revolution, and the War of 1812.  Students will acquire a deeper knowledge of the historical facts pertaining to this period as well as the ability to determine the various historical trends that developed during this time period.  Students will also improve their understanding of the nature of history, improve their ability analyzing primary documents, and develop critical thinking skills.
Grading:  

90 – 100% A:  Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

80 – 89%   B:  Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

70 – 79%   C:  Average grade indicating a competent grasp of the subject matter.

60 – 69%   D:  Inferior work, the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for the fulfillment of 

                         prerequisite course work.

50 – 59%   F:  Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

Grades will be determined by the following:

Course Assignments: 70%

Final Exam: 20% 

Research Paper: 10% 

Course Schedule:

Week 1:  8/24 – 30
Native Americans, 13,000 B.C. – 1492 A.D.


· Read Taylor Ch. 1
· Take “quiz” at http://www.quia.com/rr/4049.html
Week 2:  8/31 – 9/6
Colonizers, 1400 - 1800

· Read Taylor Ch. 2
· View video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o69TvQqyGdg
· View paintings of John White (1585) and engravings of Theodor De Bry (1590) at http://www.virtualjamestown.org/images/white_debry_html/jamestown.html and view details about artwork at https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByGmqFfP9t7yTTBLXzBwMG8yMWc/view?usp=sharing
· Due: 9/6:  Answer the following questions - What are the differences between White's paintings and De Bry's engravings? Choose at least one painting/engraving pair. How does White depict the Indians he saw? Keeping in mind that De Bry did his work in England, and never saw the people or places painted by White, what can his engravings tell us about conceptions of Indians and America in England in the late 16th century? Follow essay parameters below.

Week 3:  9/7 – 9/13
New Spain and the Spanish Frontier

· Read Taylor Ch. 3 and 4
· View map of Spanish holdings in North America http://www.worldmapsonline.com/UnivHist/30383_6.gif
Week 4:  9/14 – 9/20
Canada and the Iroquois
· Read Taylor Ch. 5

· View map of New France at http://www.libs.uga.edu/darchive/hargrett/maps/1720m6.jpg
· Read The Great Law of the Iroquois League http://www.iroquoisdemocracy.pdx.edu/html/greatlaw.html
· Due 9/20:  Essay – What kind of society is depicted in ‘The Great Law of the Iroquois League’? Follow essay parameters below.
Week 5:  9/21 – 9/27
Virginia, 1570 – 1650 
· Read Taylor Ch. 6

· View map of Virginia (1607) http://www.libs.uga.edu/darchive/hargrett/maps/1776w6.jpg
· View Library of Congress links about Jamestown http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/colonial/jamestwn/
Week 6:  9/28 – 10/4
Chesapeake Colonies, 1650 - 1750
· Read Taylor Ch. 7
· Read Louisiana’s Code Noir (1724) http://www.blackpast.org/primary/louisianas-code-noir-1724
· Read Virginia’s Slave Laws (1662)  http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=3&psid=71
· Due: 10/4: Essay – Which was harsher for slaves, Louisiana’s Code Noir or Virginia’s Slave laws?  Why? Follow essay parameters below.
Week 7: 10/5 – 10/11
New England, 1600 – 1700
· Read Taylor, Ch. 8

· View map of New England (circa 1600) http://www.history-map.com/picture/003/pictures/England-1600s-New.jpg
Week 8:  10/12 – 10/18  Puritans and Indians, 1600 – 1700
· Read Taylor, Ch. 9

· View map of  “Indian Tribes of North America” (1600) http://www.evolpub.com/ALR/GallatinmapE.jpg
· View video about Mayflower Compact https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbjWqsC0Lpk&noredirect=1
· View power point https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByGmqFfP9t7yRUxYRHZYUHFyZDg/view?usp=sharing
· Due 10/18: Power Point – Create a power point describing one of the events or persons discussed in the reading, video, or power point. Include the impact of person or event upon history.  Follow power point parameters below.
Week 9:  10/19 – 10/24  The West Indies, 1600 – 1700

· Read Taylor, Ch. 10
· View Library of Congress Interactive Presentation on “The Buccaneers of America, 1678” http://www.loc.gov/flash/pagebypage/buccaneers/bookBorder.html
Week 10:  10/26 – 11/1  Carolina, 1670 – 1760
· Read Taylor, Ch. 11

· View map of South Carolina (1725)
http://www.libs.uga.edu/darchive/hargrett/maps/1725h4.jpg 
· View map of North Carolina (1738)  http://www.learnnc.org/lp/media/uploads/2007/11/albemarle1.jpg
Week 11:  11/2 – 11/8  Middle Colonies, 1600 – 1700 & Salem Witch Trials
· Read Taylor, Ch. 12
· Read Deodat Lawson’s account of Salem Witch Trial (1692) http://history.hanover.edu/courses/excerpts/212law.html
· Due 11/8:  Essay - Why were the accused women convicted during the Salem Witch Trial? Follow essay parameters below.
Week 12:  11/9 – 11/15  Regional Revolutions, 1685 – 1730 and Imperial Wars, 1739 - 75

· Read Taylor, Ch. 13 and 18

· View map of British American plantations (1754) http://www.libs.uga.edu/darchive/hargrett/maps/1754b6.jpg
· View video about the Seven Years’ War http://youtu.be/5vKGU3aEGss?list=PLeGhbEC2KQmdxR3szGVUh_LHQdKg9RdDZ 

· Due 11/15: Research paper topic and thesis. Directions to follow. 
Week 13:  11/16 – 11/22  Road to the American Revolution
· Read “Overview” and view “Documents” about events leading to American Revolution http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/amrev/britref/
·  View map of “North America as Divided by European Powers” (1774) http://www.libs.uga.edu/darchive/hargrett/maps/1774d82.jpg
· View video http://youtu.be/Eytc9ZaNWyc?list=PLeGhbEC2KQmdxR3szGVUh_LHQdKg9RdDZ
·  Due 11/22: Power point including pertinent events leading to revolution.  Follow power point parameters below.
Week 14:  11/23 – 11/29  The American Revolution
· View video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EiSymRrKI4
· Read newspaper chronicles of specific cities involved in war http://www.pbs.org/ktca/liberty/chronicle.html
· View power point on the Articles of Confederation and the US Constitution  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EiSymRrKI4 

Week 15:  11/30 – 12/6  The War of 1812
· View power point https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByGmqFfP9t7yNVpVRDRMcXg4SE0/view?usp=sharing
· View video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qMXqg2PKJZU
· Due 12/6: Research paper (Directions to follow)

Week 16:  12/7 – 12/10: Finals Week

· Due 12/10: Final exam (Directions to follow) 
Assignment Parameters:
Essay:  2 -3 pages, 12 point/Times New Roman font, minimum 2 resources, use APA or MLA format.
Power Point: 5 – 7 pages not counting cover sheet and reference page, minimum 3 resources, use APA or MLA format, include illustrations and text (3 – 5 points with description per page). 
Student Responsibilities:

Assignments should be turned in by midnight on the dates indicated in the schedule. Exceptions will be made only in cases of family or medical emergencies, and you must contact instructor by phone or e-mail before the deadline.  Ten percent will be deducted from the grades on late assignments for every 24 hours beyond the deadline.

Students who need accommodations should inform the instructor at the start of the semester so that specific arrangements can be made.  

Students are expected to conform to university policies regarding academic honesty, including the avoidance of plagiarism. There are serious penalties for students who submit work that is not entirely their own, including failing the course and expulsion from the University, so be sure that you understand what constitutes plagiarism.  Your instructors are required by University policies to report any instances of academic dishonesty.  

Check your school e-mail frequently.  This is the primary way I convey information to students.

Finally, do not hesitate to contact me if you are having difficulties with any aspect of this course.  I am here to help you be successful in this class!
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