Chaminade –Syllabus

FEATURE WRITING

Com: 372

Winter Term 2004

Wednesdays: 5:30-8:30  PM

Main Campus – Eiben Hall

Instructor: Genie Joseph, M.A.

Tel: 949-8255 Genie@HawaiiMovieStudios.com
FEATURE WRITING

Catalogue Course Description:

This course is a study of the basic principles, techniques and practice in writing newspaper, magazine feature articles and columns, writing for broadcast and electronic media.  Students may focus on special departments such as sports, travel, entertainment, food, culture and religion.  

This class will help students to understand the skills, techniques, practices and ethics of modern day feature writers.  Students will be encouraged to critique published writers as well as develop your own unique “voice.” The goal will be to learn the basics – such as identifying the focus of a story -- then to begin to take risks to write stories that are relevant and visually compelling.

Textbook:  

Writing and Reporting News – A Coaching Method   --  4th Edition

Author: Carole Rich

Assignments:

Homework will include reading the text (average 50-70 pages a week.)  You will also read other published articles on subjects of your choosing.  You will be expected to bring in articles you have read on your own, and show how they are examples of points illustrated in the text.  Additional homework will be assigned in class.  Students will write a brief (half page) written analysis of the theory and techniques used in these articles.  You may also elect to do one of the exercises at the end of the chapter for either homework and/or extra credit.

You will be coming up with ideas for feature articles, as well as writing features.  

There will also be in-class writing and revising exercises.  

Students will do a self-determined relevant creative written project with permission from instructor.   This might be writing for the school newspaper or other media outlet.  A “creative contract” to determine the nature of this project must be submitted by the fourth week of class.  

Note:  

There may be changes to this syllabus according to the needs and pace of progress of the class.  There will be notice in the event of a change.

If you have to miss class, you are expected to complete all assignments, quizzes, and make up any homework that may be due.

Course Objectives:

* To gain a deeper understanding of the art and craft of feature writing in all media

* To be able to identify personal strengths and areas needing improvement

* To gain proficiency in observation, interviewing, “getting the story” and other skills

* To learn how to make news relevant – and make the reader “see” your story

* To write with a “marriage” of words and visual elements

Grading:








Total Possible =100%

Attendance, Attitude and Class Participation



25 %

Homework and/or In-Class Writing, Revising, Interviewing

25%

Weekly Chapter Quizzes





15 %

Creative Project-Writing a Feature 




10 %

Final Exam







25% 

A = 90-100

B = 80-89

C = 70-79

D = 50-69

F = 49 points or under

Attendance is mandatory and will be taken.  

Unexcused absence or lateness will result in deductions from this portion of the grade.

I prefer papers to be typed, double-spaced.  Please make sure your name is typed on the top.  Staple papers that have more than one page.

Reading Assignments:

Class #  
Date

One

1/14/04

-- Course Description – Class Syllabus

Two

1/21/04

-- Chapters 1 + 2 + 3

Three

1/28/04

-- Chapters 4 + 5 + 6

Four
2/4/04


-- Chapters 7 + 24

Five

2/11/04

-- Chapters 8 + 9

Six

2/18/04

-- Chapters 10 + 11

Seven

2/25/04 

-- Chapters 12 + 13

Eight

3/03/04

-- Chapters 14 + 15

Nine

3/10/04

-- Chapters 16 + 17

Ten

3/17/04

-- Chapters 18 + 19

SPRING BREAK

Eleven

3/31/04

-- Chapters 20 + 21

Twelve

4/07/04

-- Chapters 22 + 23

Thirteen
4/14/04

-- Chapters 25 + 26

Fourteen
4/21/04

-- Special Projects

Fifteen

4/28/04

-- Review

Sixteen

5/06/04

-- FINAL EXAM

Brief Reminders of Important University-Wide Policies

See Student Handbook 2002-2003 for further details.

Attendance & Classroom Department:

Students are expected to attend all classes.  Instructors must report any absence of two weeks or more to the Office of the Associate Provost and the Registrar.  You should notify me by e-mail or phone if illness prevents you from attending class.  You must make up reading, quizzes, or any other assignments.  Anyone who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.  Students with three or more unexcused absences will loose one letter grade.  You are expected to be punctual, unexcused tardiness will be considered absence.  Cell phones and beepers must be off.

Academic Honesty:

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in or facilitating others’ participation in any act of academic dishonesty.

Freedom of Expression and Opinion:

You are encouraged to have your own thoughts and opinions.  It is not necessary to agree with others or the instructor.  However, you will get the most benefit from this class if you keep an open mind.  If you disagree, you must be able to defend your arguments with reasoned theory.

You are responsible for all the information in this document.  Losing it or not reading it is not an excuse for not knowing what’s in it.

