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Courseftl: This class alerts to help you identify the elements ofgood feature writing, respond to
them as a reader and help you bxane a better feature writer. We will talk much about the difference
between news mud feature writing,. practice specific shills needed to become a better writer and, in the Ind,
produce a full-lenift feature story suitable for publication in a magazine or newspaper .

TeXtV There is no required text for this course- However, there will be extensive handouts, which
will be expected to read, study and discuss in class .

Feature writing, Spring 2003
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They are at the heart ofall journalism . You must submit your assignments to me on
time, NW excuses ; missed a wMes will result in an immediate mark-doN

	

ot at least ball a grade . r
my part, 1 pcomrisor tD rchar; y0our -Mignments promptly with comments, suggestions, editing, etc ., so
they aim vm6nue W be rewoRed in thrie Ar the next deadline.

Attendance: since this class meets only once a week and for

	

nd !just

	

attendance10 sessions,
participation at each session is vital. J don't think it's tare much to ask to attend all the sessions in sue? a
limited time period . I also expect you to be prompt .

	

Tardiness and attendance will be, a factor in yowl'
Eno grade,

In-class assignMeRtS,* Almost every week, we'll be doing a different type ofwnting examiseli in
class. 'these will done to practice different ski Its needed in good feature writing : interviewing, drib
identifying interesting story leads, etc, These assignments are meant to be playful and interesting, so i
please let it all hang out. None ofthe writing we do in class will be counted toward your final grade .

Outside reading: 114 4 an ummhal pwl of the out-of-clamwm week. Yvell be asked to,
njulw" read a variety ofthe best sources of Atature writing, and bring examples to class for farther
discussion with others. Among the sources that you should be checking regularly are the New York
Amev Los Angeles Times, Washingwa Peg newspapers Owd especially their Sunday magazine seal

	

s;.
Mazazines, include hew Yorker, Esquire, Vanity fair, New York and Sports Illustrated . On-line sourcCs
BeNde Salem and 7% NVA A0 ofthese are readily available A local libraries; bookswor or on-INQ

Final
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t; You ire goingto be asked to produce a full-length feature article suitable fl
publication . This involves identifying a subject your are interested in (and that others are interested in
identifying a publication that would be interested, in publishing the article, reporting and researching t
article, writing, a dtaft, correcting. and expanding it vith new reporting and researching, re-writing it,
if. reccssary, repeating he pawns oar agent a GrAd or fourtb time until we're all satisfied,
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GradiUg: The bulk of the your gads wdl depend on one major writing project that we will be
working on throughout the semester . Since our aim is to have a finished, publishable piece by the endliof
the session, only that version will W included in the final grade, if~iu follow this writing and editirx~
process fWthilully, there is absolutely no reason why anyone algid not receive a good grade in It c4m&
This final project will account far 75 rx,rcent ofyour grade* Mher Uctors will NcWde onessmaHer o04
class writing assignment, outside reading, classroom attendance and participation in class discussions~

Deadlines.- They are at the heart W11 journalisin . You must submit your assignments to me on
time. No excuses; mused deadline-, %ill result in an immediate mark-down ofat least half a grade. Tiiis
does Tiotjust -mean having the final assignment done by the last day ofclass; it means meeting the lnte~rnal
deadlines for drafts and revisions. For my part, I promise to return your assignments promptly with

	

1
comments, suggestions, editing, etc,, so that they can continue to be reworked in time for the nell
deaAns .

Plagiarism . non ,tdoit, It's the worst thing I can imagine . Copying or using the. roaterial of
another author or student without clearly referencing it will result in an automatic failing grade .
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