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RE/PH/SO 338  Religion, Philosophy and Social Ethics
Summer Session One 2015
Instructor:  Kay Stone
Email:  kstone@chaminade.edu

DESCRIPTION:  This course is designed to give students an interdisciplinary experience in the study of social ethics from the perspectives of theology, religion and philosophy.  Students will explore the theory and practice of social ethics and develop the knowledge and skills for philosophical and theological critique of ethical systems and social policy.  This course may be used to satisfy the 300 level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement or the interdisciplinary requirement.

OBJECTIVES:
1. Study major religious, theological, and moral theories and beliefs and how they nurture ethical systems.
2. Study and develop critical skills in analyzing and addressing various questions and issues that arise related to social ethics.
3. Study and understand contemporary trends in social ethics in their relation to Religion and Philosophy.
4. Become more aware of one’s personal beliefs and values and how they relate to the values and beliefs of others.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Student will demonstrate an understanding of:
From Sociology:  
1.  The structure, processes, and functions of society in relation to understanding human behavior (PLO 1)
2. The basis for self-reflection in relation to the nature of the group and of the group dynamics. (PLO 4)
From Philosophy:
1.  The theories of meaning and use of language in creating meaning in personal and social contexts. (PLO 3)
2. The major similarities and differences in approaches and content of classical and contemporary ethical theories (PLO 4)
From Religion:
1.  The essential theological components of the Christian faith and their relation to current global realities (PLO 1)
2. The critical use of available resources to examine theological issues from various viewpoints. (PLO 4)


REQUIREMENTS:
1. Consistent and active participation in all assigned online discussion boards and groups.
2. Completion of all written assignments.
3. Time commitment; to be successful in this online course, you must be willing to allocate sufficient time to access course materials, participate in online discussions and complete all of the assignments.  Similar to traditional classroom courses, you will interact with the content, your teacher, and your classmates throughout each week through course assignments, online discussions and questions.  During this course you should plan on scheduling 6 to 8 hours per week to successfully prepare and participate.  Minimum requirements are included later in this syllabus by assignment.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY
As members of the Chaminade University community, we are all committed to truthfulness, honor, and responsibility, without which we cannot earn the trust and respect of others.  Furthermore, we recognize that academic dishonesty detracts from the value of a Chaminade degree.  Therefore, we shall not tolerate lying, cheating, or stealing in any form.  In all your written work, please be sure to include “works cited”.  This can be in whatever format you are most comfortable with (MLA, APA, etc) or even within the body of the work.  The absolutely required part is to note all materials taken from another source and what that source is!

GRADING
*Discussion Board Participation 30% (300 points total; 50 per week)
Individual Assignments (10% each of 4) 40% (400 points total; 100 per paper).  Each paper is to be minimum of 2 pages of content, 12 point font, double spaced.
Final Paper 30% (300 points)  This paper is to be minimum of 5 pages content, double spaced, 12 point font.
* Each student is expected to post a minimum of three times each week.  At least one post must be an original response to the topic or assigned question, the other two may be either further original comments or response to another student’s post.  Postings must be made within the week of the assignment to receive the points.  These two posts must be more than simply “that’s interesting” or “good job” though!  Late postings are welcome but will not receive points.  
900-1000 points=A;800-899 points=B;700-799=C;600-699=D; Below 599 is failing.

Points will be posted weekly on Mondays in the Grade Book section of our course on eCollege.

TEXT:
Ethics & World Religions Cross-Cultural Case Studies edited by Regina Wentzel and Christine E. Gudorf

Articles and other resources will be posted online either with a link or in their entirety.

RESOURCES:
Use of Wikipedia is discouraged and it definitely may not be a sole resource.  Our Chaminade University Sullivan Family Library has a large number of resources and may be accessed at http://www.chaminade.edu/library/   The library web pages connect you to the many services and resources provided for Chaminade University students, including online databases, e-journals, electronic books, interlibrary loan, etc.  This is your tuition at work for you, take advantage of it! 

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
1. Knowledge of the subject matter from textbook, online materials and discussion, and assigned handouts (either posted online or link to download will be provided).
2. Greater awareness of one’s own personal religious, philosophical and ethical beliefs as well as a better comprehension of the beliefs of others.

INDIVIDUAL ASSIGNMENTS AND PROJECTS
Format expectation is 12 point font, double spaced.  Use preferred style for works cited which must clearly indicate quoted materials and source.

Due date and time:  Each of the 4 papers will have the due date and time indicated in the week’s assignment.  Final project is due by midnight on June 21.  Submit as a Word attachment in the discussion board on week 6.  This way everyone in the class can download, read and comment on your work.





SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS

Week One (May 18)	  Paper One due by midnight May 24.  Paper is to be on the topic “What shapes YOUR ethical views and beliefs?”  Lecture notes and other discussion questions will be posted.  Post your paper in the indicated section in week 2.

Week Two (May 25)	Text chapters 3, 4 and 5. Discussion on posted paper one and posted questions.  Paper Two posted by midnight May 31.  Focus for paper two is “Dealing with Materialism and Cultural Differences in our World”.  Choose one of the scenarios from the 3 assigned chapters and write your paper on how you would respond.  Additional resources will be provided online.  Use this information along with your text and life experience to write Paper Two.

Week Three (June 1)	Text Chapters 6 and 7.  Discussion questions posted as well as comments on posted paper two from everyone.  Assignment for paper three is visit a place of worship for any religion other than your own and notice what makes it unique from other places of worship.  Specifically observe the architecture, is there any religious symbol?   Type of art work (Paintings, icons, stained glass, statues, special entrance) or notable absence of symbols?  Are there candles and/or incense burning?  Type of seat in the worship space, what neighborhood is it located in (do you think this was intentional or due to a growing population)?  Are there any brochures or other types of literature available?  Paper Three posted by midnight June 7.  Topic is “Describe the beliefs and traditions of the place you researched/visited this past week”.  

Week Four (June 8)	Text chapters 12, 13, 14.  Discussion on posted questions and paper three.  Paper four posted by midnight June 14.  Focus for Paper four is “Can religion and business/secular society connect?  What are the advantages and disadvantages?”  Choose one of the scenarios from the 3 assigned chapters and write your paper on how you would respond.

Week Five (June 15)	Text chapters 8 and 11.  Discussion on posted questions and paper four.  Begin work on Final Paper.  Topic is “Choose any one of the other chapters in our text that we did not cover in previous weeks (chapters 1, 2, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 18).  Your paper is to be your response to the scenario in the chapter you chose.  Paper is to be MINIMUM five pages of content and posted by midnight June 21.  

Week Six (June 22)  Discussion on final papers as well as any lingering concerns, questions, or issues.


	

