Criminal Justice Systems (CJ151-90)
Instructor: Ken Szymkowiak, Ph.D. 
	  Special notice 

	 Be sure to read through this syllabus thoroughly. Send me an email saying you’ve read through the course syllabus.  If you have a question, this would be a good time to ask. 



Purpose and goals: 
The purpose of this course is to acquaint you with the overall breadth and depth of the criminal justice system in the United States. By the end of the course the student should be familiar with 
1. The various parts of the criminal justice system and how they relate to each other and society at large. 
2. The various controversies and issues surrounding the system. 
3. The legal basis for the way the system operates. 
Required Text: 

CJUS by Myers, Myers and Samaha.   Wadsworth Publishing. 
Lesson set-up: 
When you open the course you will find four modules.  These modules are linked to chapters in the text that you need to read.  Each module includes a multiple-choice exam covering information contained in that module.   There are also four discussion questions, one question per module, each worth 10 points toward your final score. The final exam is also a multiple-choice exam, but will be covering information in all four modules.  The exams are set up to provide random questions from a question bank. No two exams will be the same in any module. Once you begin the exam, you have an hour to answer the questions.  Follow the directions and you won't have a problem.
Schedule
Please complete your modules/sections including online tests and discussion questions, according to the following dates.  Work submitted after these dates will likely go ungraded for quite a while.  If you are in the military and know you are going to be deployed, work ahead.  Get the work done so you don’t have to think about it while in the field or after returning to base exhausted.
Module 1 – complete between 4/6 -- 4/19
Module 2 – complete between 4/20 -- 5/3
Module 3 – complete between 5/4 -- 5/17

Module 4 – complete between 5/18 -- 5/31

Final Exam to be completed between 6/1 and 6/7.  The final exam will close out on June 7 so please keep to the schedule.
Final Exam: 
There's no reason to fear the final exam.  If you do the work in the course you will be able to take the exam since the exam is based completely on the work in the course.  No surprises.  No trick questions. Some of the questions you will have seen on previous module exams, some not.
As for scheduling the final exam, here is the information from the school.  Contact the evening program supervisors on campus to make arrangements. 

Email Questions: 
If you are asking a question, please use the word "question" in the subject heading of your email. This will signal me to read your note and get you a quick response. Computer troubles are no excuse for missing work. Computers are available in a wide variety of places making it possible for you to get your work done as needed. 
Cheating:

Don't do it.  If I discover there was any form of cheating at all, I fail the student.  There is an appeals process, but appeals are seldom successful.
Grading and Evaluation: 
Please keep track of your grades. Grading involves the accumulation of points from the module exams, discussions and the final examination. 
Here's a breakdown of the possible points and grade equivalents. Please read it carefully so that you understand how I grade. Remember, these points represent the total number of points accumulated from your discussions and your exams: 
· A = 230 – 260 points 
· B = 200 – 229 points
· C = 170 – 199 points
· D = 140 – 169 points
· F = 139 and below 
The following points system applies to how the discussions will be graded:
A Discussion (9-10 points) per discussion question.
A-level postings...
· are made in a timely fashion, giving others an opportunity to respond
· are thoughtful, and analyze the content or question asked
· make connections to other content and real-life situations
· extend discussions already taking place, or pose new possibilities or opinions not previously voiced
B Discussion (7-8) 
B-level postings...
· are made in a timely fashion, giving others an opportunity to respond
· are thoughtful, and analyze the content or question asked
· make connections to previous or current content or to real-life situations, but the connections are unclear, not firmly established or are not obvious
· contain novel ideas, connections, and/or real-world applications, but they may lack depth, detail and/or explanation
C Discussion (6) 
C-level postings...
· are usually, but not always, made in a timely fashion
· are generally accurate, but the actual information they deliver seems thin and commonplace
· make limited, vague connections between class readings and postings by other students
· contain few novel ideas, reflecting what other students have already posted, and what class readings clearly articulate
D-F Discussion (0-5)
D & F-level postings...
· are not made in a timely fashion, if at all, keeping other students from reading and responding
· are rudimentary and superficial, lacking any degree of analysis or critique
· contribute no novel ideas, connections, or real-world applications
· may be completely off topic
Final Thoughts: 
If you have any questions or suspicions or guesses about anything, email me. Study hard for the final. Maintain your own records. If there is a dispute, you need to produce your records and papers to help me settle it. I don't have any problem changing a grade if it can be shown that I've made a mistake -- but you need documentation to show me where I've made that mistake. 
(Course elements may change at the instructor's discretion)

The End  
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