                                  C H A M I N A D E    U N I V E R S I T Y    S Y L L A B U S

COURSE TITLE and NUMBER:  CJA 780: Criminal Evidence. 
TERM: 2015 Spring MSCJA Term. 
INSTRUCTOR:   Collin K. C. Lau, J. D.
PHONE:  (808) 735‑4882.  E-MAIL:  clau@chaminade.edu

BIOGRAPHY:    Mr. Lau is a full-time lecturer in the Criminology and Criminal Justice department at Chaminade University.  He received a Bachelor of Education degree from the University of Hawaii and a Juris Doctorate from the Richardson School of Law.  Mr. Lau has worked as a law clerk for the Hawaii Supreme Court, a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, and a Deputy Corporation Counsel and in the private practice of law. Mr. Lau also worked two terms as an Independent Counsel to the Oahu Grand Jury.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   Concepts of criminal evidence rules as they pertain to kinds and degrees of evidence and procedure for admitting or excluding evidence, witnesses and privileged communications, the hearsay rule and its exceptions, and judicial notice, burdens of proof and presumptions. Emphasis is placed on the rules of evidence that govern the admission of evidence process. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:    Upon completion of the course, the student will:
· demonstrate student learning about evidentiary issues involved in American jurisprudence,
· demonstrate student learning about the Federal Rules of Evidence,
· demonstrate student learning  re: the legal foundations to introduce evidence,
· demonstrate student learning about the historical development of the litigation process,
· demonstrate student learning in the application of the rules of evidence to case scenarios,
· demonstrate student learning about different types and questioning techniques of witnesses,
· demonstrate student learning about the relationship between trial strategy and evidence;
· demonstrate student learning and ability about the introduction of evidence.

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES.  This class seeks to fulfill the following learning outcomes of the MSCJA program at Chaminade University. 
1.  Practical knowledge regarding the inherent complexities and day-to-day operations of the 
     American criminal justice system.
2.  A comprehensive, integrated model of criminal justice administration theory and practice, 
     stressing conceptual, methodological and contextual knowledge development and application.
3.  Learning how to maintain efficient criminal justice standards without infringing on the basic 
     rights guaranteed to each individual by both state and federal constitutions and laws. 
4.  Preparing for careers in the administration of criminal justice. 

TEXTBOOK:        Britz, Marjie T.,  Criminal  Evidence, (2008). ISBN 0:205-43971-3.

RECOMMENDED SUPPLEMENTS: Any legal dictionary.  As an alternative, you may use an online   law dictionary from websites like “jurist.law.pitt.edu, Findlaw,  Nolo.com or Lectlaw.com”.  See also supplemental reading list attached.

GENERAL CHAMINADE MATTERS: Marianist Educational Values. The five characteristics of a Marianist Education are:  1.  Educate for Formation in Faith.  2.  Provide an Excellent Education.  3. Educate in Family Spirit. 4.  Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace. 5.  Educate for Adaptation to Change. Selected from Characteristics of Marianist Universities: A Resource Paper, Published in 1999 by Chaminade University of Honolulu, St. Mary’s University and University of Dayton. Each of these characteristics is integrated, to varying degrees, in this course.
ACADEMIC HONESTY: Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research. It is one of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world. Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and will not be tolerated. Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty to an instructor or to a University official. Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism. Questions of academic dishonesty in a particular class are first reviewed by the instructor, who must make a report with recommendations to the Dean of the Academic Division. Punishment for academic dishonesty will be determined by the instructor and the Dean of the Academic Division and may range from an 'F' grade for the work in question to an 'F' for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University.

ATTENDANCE and PARTICIPATION: Class participation is an expected and essential requirement of the course. A student's participation in each session is considered important to the learning process.  Missing a session is not an excuse for not submitting assignments due nor does it ever excuse a student from being prepared for the next session.  A student's absence from or late arrivals to a class will* impact the student's grade.  Two late arrivals absent extraordinary circumstances will be counted as one unexcused absence. Students who miss a class session are still obligated to turn in all due written assignments (by email) by the end of that scheduled class session. *Note:  Missing one class session unexcused or missing two class sessions for any reason eliminates the student’s chances of receiving an “A” for the course.

READING and CLASS ASSIGNMENTS:  All reading and class assignments must be completed and submitted by class deadlines in hard copy. Note: All late submission of weekly assignments will earn 50% of the points awarded.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS: The term paper writing assignment must be in A.P.A. format. Weekly assignments need not be in the A.P.A. format. Please note the writing rubrics that are generally applicable to formal writing assignments in this course.

COURSE EVALUATIONS:  Final grades are based on the following factors:

                         MIDTERM PAPER/ PRESENTATION………………….… 100 Possible Points.
           	            CLASS ASSIGNMENTS (Eight Weekly Assignments)........  200 Possible Points
                         FINAL EXAM.................................................................... 150  Possible Points
  
GRADING:           A =  90% of the possible 450 total points (405+).
                              B =  80% of the possible 450 total points (360+).
                              C =  70% of the possible 450 total points (315+).
                              F =   Less than 70% of the possible points (<315).
           
End of syllabus.








CJA 780 SUPPLEMENTAL READING LIST.

Bailey, F. Lee, The Defense Never Rests (1971). (Trial stories of the famed criminal defense attorney).

Black, Roy, Black’s Law (1999). (Autobiography of skilled trial attorney discussing some of his most famous cases).

Buckles, Thomas, The Laws of Evidence (2003). (Textbook discussing laws of evidence).

Dershowitz, Alan, Reasonable Doubts (1996). (Famed professor’s insiders look at O. J. Simpson murder trial and the operations of the American criminal justice system). 

Fisher,  Jim, The Lindbergh Case (1987). (Arguably best discussion of the infamous Lindbergh baby case).

Goode, Steven and Wellborn, Olin Guy, Courtroom Evidence Handbook (2002) (Discussion of the Federal Rules of Evidence and illustrative cases). 

Grant, Robert and Katz, Joseph,  The Great Trials of the Twenties (1998). (Book describes some of the historic trials in American courtrooms of the 1920s).

Kelly, Susan, The Boston Stranglers (1995). (Book raises questions about whether Albert DeSalvo was really the Boston Strangler). 

Lee, Henry, Palmbach, Timothy and Miller, Marilyn T., Henry Lee’s Crime Scene Handbook (2001). (Famed criminalist’s textbook dealing with the handling of crime scenes).

Levitt, Leonard, Conviction Solving the Moxley Murder (2004). (The closing of a 1975 murder).

Mauet, Thomas, Fundamentals of Trial Techniques (9th edition 2013). (The “Bible” of trial techniques manuals).

Myers Howard, Pudlow, Jan, The Trial: A Procedural Description and Case Study (1991). (Insightful and detailed review of a murder case from Florida).

Posner, Gerald, Case Closed (1993) (Detailed book about JFK assassination that concludes that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone).

Scheck, Barry, Neufeld, Peter and Dwyer, Jim, Actual Innocence (2003), (Description and case descriptions from the Innocence Project).

Stuart, Gary L., Miranda, The Story of America’s Right to Remain Silent (2004). (Historic treatment of the Arizona vs. Miranda case).

Taylor, Stuart and Johnson, K. C., Until Proven Innocent (2007). (Extensive coverage of the Duke Lacrosse Team case).
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