  C H A M I N A D E    U N I V E R S I T Y    S Y L L A B U S

COURSE TITLE:  CJ 223: INTRODUCTION TO LAW. 
SEMESTER:  2015 Spring Evening Term (4/07/15-6/13/15).
INSTRUCTOR:  Collin K. C. Lau, J. D.                    
DAYS/ TIMES/ LOCATION: Tuesdays 5:30 to 9:50 p.m., Schofield Barracks.
TELEPHONE:  735‑4882.
E-MAIL: clau@chaminade.edu.

BIOGRAPHY:  Mr. Lau is a full-time Lecturer in the Criminology and Criminal Justice department at Chaminade University.  He received a Bachelor of Education degree from the University of Hawaii and a Juris Doctorate from the Richardson School of Law, University of Hawaii.  Mr. Lau worked as a law clerk for the Hawaii Supreme Court, a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, Deputy Corporation Counsel and in the private practice of law. Mr. Lau also worked two terms as the Independent Legal Counsel to the Oahu Grand Jury and was a Hawaii Bar Examiner.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   The study of the American legal system and various subject areas of the law. Areas include: criminal law, criminal procedure, contracts, property, torts, business and family law.  [This course is required for the Bachelor of Science degree in Criminology and Criminal Justice. It also serves as a pre-requisite for CJ 423 Criminal Law and CJ 424 Criminal Procedure.]

PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
1) CJ 223 provides practical knowledge regarding the inherent complexities and day-to-day operations of the American criminal justice system
2) CJ 223 facilitates the learning about basic rights guaranteed to each individual by both state and federal constitutions and laws.

COURSE OBJECTIVE:  Upon completion of the course, the student will:

> demonstrate student learning of government and its role in law.
> demonstrate student learning about the structure and operation of the American judicial systems. 
 	> demonstrate student learning about the various types of civil lawsuits.
> demonstrate student learning about how civil lawsuits are actually litigated.
> demonstrate student learning of the various agencies and functions of criminal justice agencies.
> demonstrate student learning the general principles and elements of crimes.
> demonstrate student learning about legal and ethical issues in law enforcement.
> demonstrate student learning the various provisions and of the Bill of Rights in the United 
   States Constitution.

TEXTBOOK: Walston-Dunham, Beth,  Introduction to Law (6th edition 2012), ISBN13:978-1-111-31189-6. 
The 5th edition of this textbook might be useable for this course.
                      
[RECOMMENDED SUPPLEMENT: Any legal dictionary. You can obtain one from any large bookstore or online supplier. Alternatively, you may download or use a basic online law dictionary.

GENERAL CHAMINADE MATTERS: The five characteristics of a Marianist Education are:  
1. Educate for Formation in Faith. 
2. Provide an Excellent Education. 
3. Educate in Family Spirit. 
4. Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace. 
5. Educate for Adaptation to Change. 

Selected from Characteristics of Marianist Universities: A Resource Paper, Published in 1999 by Chaminade University of Honolulu, St. Mary’s University and University of Dayton.  
Each of these characteristics is integrated, to varying degrees, in this course.

ACADEMIC POLICIES: Students are expected to comply with the standards related to academic honesty and plagiarism that are stated in the Chaminade General Catalog for 2015.  Failure to adhere to these policies can result in a failing grade.

ACADEMIC HONESTY: Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research. It is one of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world. Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and will not be tolerated. Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty to an instructor or to a University official. Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism. Questions of academic dishonesty in a particular class are first reviewed by the instructor, who must make a report with recommendations to the Dean of the Academic Division. Punishment for academic dishonesty will be determined by the instructor and the Dean of the Academic Division and may range from an 'F' grade for the work in question to an 'F' for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University.

ATTENDANCE and PARTICIPATION:  Student attendance at all course sessions is required.  Course participation is an expected and essential requirement of the course.  A student's participation in each session is considered important to the learning process.  A student's absence from or repeated late arrivals to a session will impact the student's grade.  Two or more unexcused absences in the PACE schedule can result in a student receiving an “F” grade.  Students who have two or more absences for any reason cannot earn an “A” grade in this course. Two or more tardies will be counted as an absence from class. 

CLASSROOM DECORUM: Simple rules. No cell phone use or text-messaging during class time. If your cell phone vibrates, you are expected not to answer it unless it is genuine emergency. If a laptop computer is opened, it must be directly involved in our class work. No disruptive talking during class. No work on other courses during our class time. Civility and respect is important and expected in class at all times.

READING and WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:  All assignments must be completed prior to class or the student will not be prepared to participate meaningfully in class discussions.  Classes are prepared on the assumption and expectation that the student has read the assigned materials and completed any required assignments.  

COURSE GRADING:  Final grades are based on the following factors:
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	  MIDTERM EXAMINATION ................................….          130  Points
  	  FINAL EXAMINATION...................................……...          150  Points
  	  CLASS ASSIGNMENTS/ PARTICIPATION .…..……     120  Points**
         	
**[Eight weekly assignments worth to fifteen points each]

GRADING:       A  =   90% or more of the possible 400 total points  (360+).
                           B  =   80% or more of the possible 400 total points. (320+).
	             C  =  70% or more of the possible  400 total points. (280+).
	             D  =   60% or more of the possible 400 total points. (240+).
	             F  =   less than 60% of the possible points.  (<240).

NOTE: a grade calculated by the percentage of possible examination points may be reduced to the next lower grade with unexcused absences or repeated tardiness. Excessive unexcused absences (2 or more classes) may result in failure of the class. Repeated tardies (each two count as an absence) may also negatively impact a student’s grade. Students who have two or more absences for any reason cannot earn an “A” grade in this course.
				
End of syllabus.
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