History/ Political Science 305:

Contemporary American History, Politics and Culture
Chaminade University

Spring PACE Independent Study 2015
The thing the sixties did was to show us the possibilities and the responsibility that we all had. It wasn't the answer. It just gave us a glimpse of the possibility.  John Lennon
Instructor: Dr. Chantal Seitz

chantal.seitz@adjunct.chaminade.edu
(808) 223-9148

Course Timeframe:  April 6 – June 13, 2015 

Office Hours (Room 208a):  Tuesday/Thursday: 6a – 8a and 10:00a – 11:15a or by appt. or Skype.  
Text: Miller, Douglas.  On Our Own: Americans in the Sixties, Lexington, MA: D.C. Heath and Company, 1996.
Prerequisite:  Any 100 or 200 level history or political science course

Course Description:  This course analyzes the forces that shaped contemporary America.  It focuses on the Cold War, the Civil Rights Movement and the counter-cultural movements of the 1960’s. This course fulfills the interdisciplinary course requirement.

Course Objectives:  1) Analyze forces which shaped contemporary American history, politics and culture; 2) Develop academic writing skills; and 3) Develop critical thinking skills.
Grading:  

90 – 100% A:  Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

80 – 89%   B:  Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

70 – 79%   C:  Average grade indicating a competent grasp of the subject matter.

60 – 69%   D:  Inferior work, the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for the fulfillment of 

                         prerequisite course work.

50 – 59%   F:  Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

Grades will be determined by the following:

Weekly assignments: 50% 
Final Exam: 30% 

Research Paper: 20% 

Course Schedule:
1. Week 1 (4/6 – 12)


a. Read Chapter 1: Cold War Realities, American Dreams
b. View Cold War power point 

c. View videos
i. Crash Course: Cold War (US vs USSR) 

ii. Churchill’s Iron Curtain speech 
d. Due 4/11 – Matrix
e. Due 4/11 – Essay*
i. What was the most significant event of the Cold War?  Why?
2. Week 2 (4/13 – 4/19)
a. Read Chapter 2: Disillusionment and Protest: The Mid Fifties

b. Read excerpt from A Howl in the Darkness by Allen Ginsberg
c. Read excerpt from On The Road by Jack Kerouac
d. Watch video of Bill Haley and the Comets’ Rock Around the Clock
e. Watch video of Elvis Presley’s Jailhouse Rock
f. Due 4/18 – Matrix 
g. Due 4/18 -  Essay*
i. Answer the following question:  Why was there “disillusionment” in the 1950s when the American economy was booming?
3. Week 3 (4/20 – 4/26)

a. Read Chapter 3: The Kennedy Promise

b. View Kennedy power point

c. View video:  The Kennedy Mystique: Creating Camelot

d. View video:  Kennedy and Nixon Debate the Cold War
e. Due 4/25 – Matrix 
f. Due 4/25 - Power Point**
i. Discuss at least 5 major events during Kennedy’s presidency

4. Week 4 (4/27 – 5/3)

a. Read Chapter 4: The Civil Rights Revolution

b. View Civil Rights’ power point

c. View video: M.L. King’s I Have a Dream speech
d. Due 5/2 – Matrix
e. Due 5/2 – Essay*:  Create a “journal entry” from the perspective of one of the following 1960s personas.  Ensure that your journal entry aligns with fact and that all facts are supported by proper citations.

· Student at the University of Mississippi when James Meredith tried to enroll

· Witness to the assassination of Malcolm X

· Protestor at the Lincoln Memorial who hears King give his "I Have a Dream" speech

· A freedom rider headed to New Orleans in 1960

· Store owner and witness to the Watts riots in LA

· African American participant in one of the Selma marches in 1965

5. Week 5 (5/4 – 5/10)

a. Read Chapter 5: In Quest of the Great Society

b. View Lyndon Johnson power point

c. View video – LBJ: The 36th President of the United States 
d. Due 5/9 – Matrix
e. Due 5/9 – Essay*
i. Answer the following questions:  What single event or program has the most significance during Lyndon Johnson’s tenure as president?  Why?
6. Week 6 (5/11 – 17)

a. Read Chapter 6: Vietnam and American Society (1945-1967)

b. View Vietnam power point

c. View video: The Cold War in Asia 
d. Due 5/ 16 – Matrix

e. Due 5/16 – Power Point** 

i. Discuss each president’s role in Vietnam: Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, and Ford

7. Week 7 (5/18 – 24)

a. Read Chapter 7: The Movement

b. View Counterculture power point
c. Due 5/23 – Matrix
d. Due 5/23 - Research paper (parameters to follow)
8. Week 8 (5/25 – 5/31)

a. Read Chapter 8: 1968

b. Read text, view photos, and view videos at http://www.cnn.com/2014/07/31/us/1968-important-events/
c. Due 5/30 – Current event analysis (parameters to follow)
d. Due 5/30 – Power Point**: 

i. Discuss any five major events of 1968
9. Week 9 (6/1 – 7)

a. Read Ch. 9: The Nixon Counterrevolution

b. View Nixon power point

c. View video: Nixon Biography
d. View video: Watergate overview

e. View video: Nixon Farewell speech

f. Due 6/6 - Essay*
i. Answer the following questions:  Would you consider Nixon’s legacy to be positive or negative?  Why?
10. Week 10 (6/8 – 13)

a. Read Ch. 11: Feminism and Environmentalism

b. View video: Women in the 1960s

c. View video: Women in the 1970s

d. View video: Native American Rights

e. Read excerpt from Betty Friedan’s The Feminine Mystique
f. Due 6/13 – Final exam (parameters to follow)
Additional Information
1. *Essay 

a. Weekly essays should be 2 – 3 pages long

b. 1 inch margins, Times New Roman font

c. APA or MLA formatting

d. Cover sheet (in the middle of the page, include the following)

i. Name

ii. Title of Essay

iii. Date

e. References: Minimum two
f. Include citations (direct and/or indirect) to support argument(s)
2. **Power point 
a. 6 – 10 slides long
b. Include a cover slide and a reference page (not included in minimum number of slides)

c. Include visuals (pictures, graphs)

d. References:  Minimum two

3. All supplemental materials, matrix worksheets, research paper parameters, current event assignment parameters, and links to readings, videos, matrix worksheets, etc. can be found in the course google drive. Link to be sent to student.
Updated 3/26/15

