History/ Political Science 406:

Women in American History and Politics

Chaminade University 
Spring Evening 2015 - Tripler 
When I was young if a girl married poor, she became a housekeeper and a drudge.  If she married wealthy, she became a pet and a doll.  Susan B. Anthony
Instructor: 
Dr. Chantal Seitz

chantal.seitz@adjunct.chaminade.edu
(808) 223-9148

Course Hours/Days/Room:  Wednesday, 5:30p – 9:40p, April 8 – June 13, 2015, TAMC Rm TBA
Office Hours: By appointment and/or by Skype
Text: 
Collins, Gail.  America’s Women: 400 Years of Dolls, Drudges, Helpmates, and Heroines.  New York: Harper Perennial, 2003.
Supplemental Course Materials:
Supplemental readings, video links, major assignment parameters, etc. are found in the class google drive.  Link to drive will be sent to students.
Prerequisite:  Any 100 or 200 level history course.

Course Description:
This course is designed to explore women's experiences both as an integral part of American history/politics and as a distinct and exciting perspective on studying those fields. Using a variety of sources including books, letters, diaries, fiction, and film, this course will examine the public and private lives of American women of divergent class, racial, ethnic, and religious backgrounds from the colonial era to the present. 
Course Objectives:
1) Acquire a deeper understanding of the forces influencing women’s lives and gender norms; 2) Analyze how women and gender have shaped the history of the U.S.; 3) Develop the ability to analyze writings and images; 4) Develop academic writing skills; 5) Develop critical thinking skills; and 6) Improve public speaking skills.

Attendance:
 Students are responsible for being aware of the full Chaminade attendance policy.  Every unexcused absence and tardy will affect your participation score.  Absences will be excused only for family or medical emergencies.  
Plagiarism:
Plagiarism will not be tolerated. This includes presenting ideas/text as your own or paying someone to write your assignment.  A zero will be given with the possibility of additional serious consequences.  Consult the University catalog for more information.
Grading:  

90 – 100% A:  Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

80 – 89%   B:  Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

70 – 79%   C:  Average grade indicating a competent grasp of the subject matter.

60 – 69%   D:  Inferior work, the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for the fulfillment of 

                         prerequisite course work.

50 – 59%   F:  Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

Grades will be determined by the following:

1. Weekly Assignments: 50%

2. Final Exam: 30% each

3. Research Paper: 10%
4. Attendance/Participation: 10%
Course Requirements:

1. Weekly assignments:

a. Homework assignments:  To include the following – short analyses of primary source  documents, short analyses of videos, current event analysis, biographical essays, and group oral presentations. There will be approximately two homework assignments per week.

b. Lead one class discussion and activity.  Discussion and activity should last about 30
   minutes.
2. Final exam:  The test format will be essay and completed at home.  Parameters to follow.
3. Research paper: 8 - 10 pages.  Parameters to follow. 
4. Attendance and Participation: Completion of readings as scheduled is required.  Active, informed, and consistent participation in class discussions is also necessary.  
Course Schedule: 
1. Week 1
April 8



Read Ch. 1:  The First Colonists




Read Ch. 2:  The Women of New England

2. Week 2
April 15


Read Ch. 3:  Daily Life in the Colonies 
Read Ch. 4: Toward the Revolutionary War
Read Phyllis Wheatley poems, “On Being Brought from Africa to

America” and “Liberty and Peace”

Colonial Life group project due

3. Week 3
April 22
Read Ch. 5: 1800 – 1860

Read Ch. 6: Life Before the Civil War

Essay #1 due

4.  Week 4
April 29
Read Ch. 7: African American Women

Read Ch. 8: Women and Abolition

Read “Slave Women” and “Prominent Slave Women in Fact and Fiction” 

essays by Daina Ramey

View “Mammy” and “Prissy” videos

Abolitionists’ group project due

5. Week 5
May 6
Read Ch. 9: The Civil War

Read Ch. 10: Women Go West

Civil War women’s roles’ group project due

6. Week 6
May 13
Read Ch. 11: The Gilded Age

Read Ch. 12:  Immigrants

Biographical essay due

7. Week 7
May 20
Read Ch. 13: Turn of the Century
Read Ch. 14: Reforming the World

Reformers’ group project due

8. Week 8
May 27
Read Ch. 15: The Twenties

Read Ch. 16: The Depression

May 30
Research paper due

9. Week 9
June 3
Read Ch. 17: World War II

Read Ch. 18:  The Fifties 
Current event analysis due

10. Week 10
June 10
Read Ch. 19

Modern American woman class activity due

Final exam 

Student Responsibilities:

Assignments must be turned in by the beginning of the class period on the dates indicated in the schedule. Exceptions will be made only in cases of family or medical emergencies, and instructor must have been contacted by phone or e-mail before the deadline.  Ten percent will be deducted from the grades on late papers for every 24 hours beyond the deadline.
Students who need accommodations should inform the instructor at the start of the session so that specific arrangements can be made.  
Students are expected to conform to university policies regarding academic honesty, including the avoidance of plagiarism. There are serious penalties for students who submit work that is not entirely their own, so be sure that you understand what constitutes plagiarism.  Your instructors are required by University policies to report any instances of academic dishonesty.  

As much as possible, try to not disturb other students by coming to class late and/or leaving before the class is finished.  If you must leave early, please let instructor know at the beginning of class.  

Extensive use of cell phones for personal use is not permitted during class. 
Bring textbook and electronic learning device (laptop, tablet, or cellphone) to class daily.  Students should have their textbook by the beginning of the 2nd week of class.  Please speak to instructor if bringing an electronic learning device to class will be a challenge.  Even though the classroom does not have Wi-Fi, group projects will still be conducted with the e-learning device. 

Check your school e-mail frequently.  This is the primary way the instructor conveys information to students outside of class hours.

Finally, do not hesitate to contact me if you are having difficulties with any aspect of this course.  I am here to help support you and be successful in this class!
Modified: 4/1/15
