RE 205 Christian God and Human Experience 

Spring Term: April 6 –June 13
INSTRUCTOR:
Lynn Van Deren
PHONE:

808-277-1121
E-MAIL:

lynn.vanderen@adjunct.chaminade.edu
(Use internal mail in eCollege for all course related communications)

*Email must come from your Chaminade University email account to insure that it is answered.  Email from other accounts my be inadvertently deleted without reading.

If you have an emergency and need to speak to me, please feel free to contact me on my cell phone.

COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Textbook – Theological Foundations Alternate Edition, Revised and Expanded by J.J. Mueller, SJ. et al. / Anselm Academic, 2011


ISBN: 978-1-59982-134-4
DESCRIPTION AND LEARNNG OUTCOMES:  

This course is offered online utilizing eCollege instructional platform and Internet resources.
Description: Students will study and discuss the theological foundations of Christianity from a contemporary Catholic perspective, probing concepts fundamental to formulating a coherent and systematic faith-vision within a diverse, multi-cultural society.  

Central themes include: revelation & faith; grace & Jesus; religion & salvation;scripture 

& tradition; church & mission; ethics & ecumenical dialogue.  Contemporary debates on 

fundamental concepts in theology will be offered in a spirit that is catholic, Christian and 

ecumenical.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLO)
 
Upon successful completion of this course students will demonstrate an understanding of:
PLO1.  Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within                                  the broader Christian and human traditions;
            PLO2.  Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
            PLO4.  the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of                                              education for service, social justice and peace;
            PLO5.  the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural

                                            values; 

            PLO6.  the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for
                        various religious traditions.
 
Students will also be able to:
· seek a deeper understanding of the human being and human experience so as to better engage the subject of religion and the mystery of God in this multi-cultural  21st century; 

· examine the essential theological components of the Christian faith in a way that embraces the Catholic Intellectual Tradition in the midst of global realities; 

· undertake a systematic study of Catholic Christianity in a spirit of correlation and contrast to other Christianities, world religions and humanity at large; 

· advocate religious values and practices that foster personal growth and contribute to the formation of globally aware and ethically engaged citizens reflective of the Marianist tradition; 

· critically use available resources in examining theological discussions. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
         knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, and research
         ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society
         understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints
 

ORGANIZATIONAL THEMES:  Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity
1. The first set of organizational themes around which the course is constructed is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”   

    Educate for formation in faith;
    Provide an integral quality education;
    Educate for family spirit;
    Educate for service, justice and peace; and
    Educate for adaptation and change.
 
2. The second major organizational theme is the theological foundation of the Christian faith and how it contributes towards the facing of various issues in the world today. 

 
Explicit outcome from these organizational themes:
Students will incorporate into their essays and class projects an awareness of the Marianist educational characteristics and how they impact on their reading of the sources and themes for the course in light of their own personal philosophy and practice.
STUDENT REQUIREMENTS:

This course is organized into 10 sessions. Students should plan to spend approximately 3.5 hours per week online (or more, as skills, internet and time permit), exploring and examining Internet sites and related materials, reading and responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, you should plan to spend an equal amount of time offline, reading the text, researching, and reflecting over course concepts. 

 
    Attendance:  Attendance consists of weekly collaborative participation in the online learning experiences.
    Quantitative Participation:  Weekly participation criteria is quantitatively assessed as follows:
            1.  Composing and posting a response to the discussion or 

                 questions;      
2.  Posting a comment, observation or question in response to the 

     contribution of another classmate; 
3.  Responding to the questions, comments or observations classmates 

     have posted in response to your contribution to the discussion; and  
                        4.  Reviewing the discussions regularly to remain current with the topics.

    Qualitative Participation:  Qualitative participation consists not in simply the number of times a note is posted, but by the overall degree of intellectual engagement you demonstrate in:
1.  Supporting your comments with more than personal opinion. Use cited references or quotes; cited Internet research information or other credible resources. 
                        2.  Utilizing fair and balanced comments, even if you are in disagreement.
3.  Using meaningful comments to contribute to the discussion by bringing new insights, experiences or perceptions that enrich the        understanding of the subject.  Examples of comments that do not contribute meaningfully to a discussion include: "good job," "I agree," "I wish I had thought of that," "I like/don't like your paragraph," and-so-forth.  
 

There will also be an “Instructor Response” giving feed back on your answers and responses.  It is mandatory that everyone reads and responds back to the Instructor when posted as it is considered a part of your on-line participation.  Failure to respond to Instructor will result in loss of participation points.

In the event that technical difficulties disrupt access or utilization of the web board system, the instructor may elect to utilize e-mail to conduct discussions and maintain dialogue.
 
Reading Assignments: It is expected that the assigned readings be completed during the time period indicated on the course schedule.
Reflection Papers:  There are two (2) reflection papers required in the course. Reflection papers are intended to provide an opportunity for you to demonstrate competence in the learning outcomes listed above, through reflection upon the meaning and implications of the material covered in the course.  Papers should be no less than 2 pages, are double-spaced with one-inch margins and 12-point type. 

Newsletter Project:  The project consists of your putting together a Newsletter

1.    Title your newsletter.
2.    From your readings, personal reflections, and research, touch on at least 2 of the  topical themes given below in a column or two (point #8).
3.    Integrate in your writings your experience with the Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity Themes, as you see them expressed in the activities and works at Chaminade.
4.    Use pictures and graphics to enhance the presentation of your newsletter.
5.    The newsletter must outline the major points of the topics, and attempt a critique of the contents and/or arguments encountered.  Suggestion:  historical foundation to contemporary application.
6.    The grade for the newsletter is based on comprehensiveness, clarity, and conciseness.
7.    Post your project.
8.    For each of the topical themes are suggested starter questions.  You may take your own approach.  The themes are:
a)    Revelation & Faith:  Reflect on the ways the God of the chosen people is described by Old Testament writers.  How is this God similar to or different from the God of your experience or knowledge?
b)    Grace & Jesus: *How do you understand grace?  How have you experienced grace in your life?  
*The Eucharist can be described in these ways: making present the fact and meaning of Jesus’ death and resurrection; a new Passover meal; the transformation of the community’ the one perfect sacrifice.  Which of these is/are most meaningful to you?  Why?  
c)    Religion & Salvation:  Mark writes that Jesus proclaimed “the Good News of God.”  Discuss what the “Good News” might have meant for those hearing it at the time.  What does the Good News mean for you today?
d)    Scripture & Tradition:  *The New Testament writers were writing for believers and not simply to offer historical facts.  Discuss how this approach colored their writing.
*How do you experience the Kingdom in your life?  Create your own parable to convey your experience to the Kingdom. 
Examination:  There is one examination administered during the course, the Final Examination. No make-up examinations will be allowed for the Final Examination.
GRADES:

Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.  
 
Grade Calculation:

*Reflective Essays:


20%

200 points total


*Project



15%

150 points total


*Online participation


40%

400 points total


*Final Exam:



25%

250 points total

 
Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%

Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.
Our course week extends from Sunday through Saturday.  Each Sunday, the supplementary resources for the upcoming week (if applicable) is posted in the “Course Content” section.  Course activities follow a recurring format throughout the term.   Typically, weekly course activities adhere to the format below:   

 
	Sunday (midnight)  
	Weekly Course Content and Discussion Starters posted. 

	Monday to Thursday
	Students post own responses to the discussion. 

	Friday and Saturday (midnight) 
	Students post comments/responses to other’s discussions.

	Saturday (midnight) 
	All other assignments; papers, etc. due as specified below. 

	Sunday 
	Graded assignments (papers, projects) are scored and posted.


 

In addition to checking at least once a day for notes, etc, the main days the instructor will be checking online are Sunday (for Discussion Starters); Thursday (to view your Discussions); and Saturday (for second Discussion posting/ quizzes, etc.)  
 
Where to Post:
         Questions:  Any questions that you may have of general interest, e.g. regarding the syllabus, assignments, texts, etc.  or any matters you have for the instructor should be emailed to instructor
         Introductions:  Your personal introduction (interests; degree working towards; why you’re taking this class; other things you’d like us to know about you…pictures!...) is to be posted under “Introductions” on the Discussion board.
         Discussions:  Your response to each week’s discussion is to be posted under the number of the week.  For example:  “Week One;” “Week Two,” etc.
         Response to Discussions:  By hitting the “Reply” button, you can respond to the threaded Discussion for the week. 
         Reflection Papers:  Submit in “Dropbox” under week due
         Project:  Attach project in the Discussion board.
May the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit, be glorified in all places through the Immaculate Virgin Mary.
WEEKLY SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS           

	Week 
	Topic
	Reading and Assignments – subject to revision

	Week 1

April 6-12


	*Introduction

*Discerning the Mystery of God
	Welcome to RE205!

Reading assignment: 

Mueller – pgs. 5-35
Viewings:
1) Blessed William Chaminade
For a history on Blessed Chaminade:
http://campus.udayton.edu/mary//chaminadeart.htm
1) Write an introduction of yourself, your academic goals, any questions, thoughts or concern regarding the course?  Also comment on the two questions: a) What does religion mean to you? What is your image of God?  Post under Introductions

Assignment:

 1) DQ (Discussion Questions): 

1) Share your response to the readings and video clip---any questions, areas of interest?

2)  My Worldview:  Identify three world issues that you are most concerned with.  In a paragraph or two, discuss how you think the study of/engaging in “God-talk” (theology) can help to address these issues.  
Post your answers by 4/9 and your responses to your classmates by 4/11  

	Week 2
April 13-19


	*The Old Testament

*The New Testament

	Reading assignment: 

Mueller,– pgs. 37-75

1) On Abraham and Isaac:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UabYjhhzG4Q&feature=related
*For access to the New American Bible translation of Mark:
http://www.nccbuscc.org/nab/bible/mark/intro.htm
Assignment:

1)  DQ (Discussion Questions): 
a. What is the tension between faith and good works in Paul and other NT authors? How do you evaluate this tension today?
b. How important is faith to your understanding of God? How important are works as an expression of your faith? 
Post your answers to both of the questions by 4/16 and your responses to your classmates by 4/18

2) Reflection Paper #1 Due by April 25th:
Topic:  Reflect on the ways the God of the chosen people is described by Old Testament writers.  How is this God similar to or different from the God of your experience?  Give examples, minimum 2.

	Week 3
April 20-26

	*Christology
“Who do you say I am?”
Reflection Paper #1 Due by 4/25
	Reading Assignment
 Mueller- pgs. 77-98

Assignment:

1)  DQ:
a. If Jesus was standing in front of you today and asked you “Who do you say I am?” what would be your response? Explain

b. After reading this chapter on Christology, what aspects of Jesus’ ministry and his revelation of God most challenge your own assumptions?
Post your answers to both of the questions by 4/23 and your responses to your classmates by 4/25



	Week 4

April 27-May3

	*The People of God:The Church


	Reading Assignment

Mueller, pgs. 101-119

Assignment:
1)  DQ:
a.  What do you think of when you use the word Church?
b. Where does the word creed come from and what is the purpose of a creed?

c. What would your creed say? 
Post your answers to both of the questions by 4/30 and your responses to your classmates by 5/2



	Week 5
May 4-10

	*Protestant

	Reading Assignment

Mueller, pgs. 121-145

Assignment:

1) DQ:

a. Protestants are known for knowing their Bibles.  In your view, how important is the Bible and what role should the Bible play in spiritual life?

b. What might be the dangers of overemphasizing or wrongly interpreting and applying the text of the Bible?

Post your answers to both of the questions by 5/7 and your responses to your classmates by 5/10

2) Reflection paper #2  Due by May 15

Topic: After the Resurrection, Jesus had to give the disciples the power to know him again.  Do you see this process of recognizing Jesus going on today?  How/How not?  Has this happened in your own life?


	Week 6
May 11-17

	*Grace and Sacraments

Reflection paper #2 Due by 5/15
	Reading Assignment

Mueller, pgs. 149-172 

Assignment:
1) DQ:
a. Why might the physical signs of each sacrament be important? What communicative role might they play and how would they function?

Post your answers to both of the questions by 5/14 and your responses to your classmates by 5/16



	Week 7
May 18-24

	*Christian Morality

*Social Justice

	Reading Assignment 

Mueller, pgs. 177-217

Assignment:
1) Work on Newsletter

2) Share your newsletter in the discussion board by 5/21

3) Respond to a minimum of 2 newsletter by 5/23


	Week 8
May 25-31

	* Judaism

	Reading Assignment

Mueller, pgs. 223-240

View:

Fiddler on the Roof-Sabbath Prayer (with subtitles)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LnaZqHy2ZHE
Assignment:
1) DQ: (Discussion questions will also include questions from Chapter 8 & 9)

a. How does the natural law inform one’s conscience?

b. Going back to Week 1 and the 3 world issues that each one of you identified, how do these issues tie in with social justice? What strategies would you consider making your voice heard for social justice in our world?

c. What does this chapter 10 say about responsibility for the death of Jesus and about anti-Semitism?

Post your answers to both of the questions by 5/28 and your responses to your classmates by 5/30



	Week 9
June 1-7

	*Islamic Religion

	Reading Assignment 

Mueller, pg. 243-263

Viewing: The Five Pillars of ISLAM http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2IVM3Xi8c6Y
Assignment:
1) What similarities and differences do you see in the essential attitudes and outward relations between Islam and your religious experience?

2) After reading the chapter, what aspects of Islam were new to you?  What would you like to know more about and why?
Post your answers to both of the questions by 6/4 and your responses to your classmates by 6/6



	Week 10
June 8-13


	*Catholic Theology in a Global Context: A World Church


	Reading Assignment 

Mueller, pg. 269-280
Assignment:
1) Share any insights or areas of interest from this chapter.  Any questions?

2) Final Exam

Have a fun and safe summer!




