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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course is designed to provide instruction and practice in writing short to medium length expository essays and in writing from sources.  The course will emphasize skills required for research writing such as summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, and synthesizing.  The course includes instruction and practice in writing a multi-source research paper of substantial length.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

Writing Skills

1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.

2. To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3. To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.
--To demonstrate thesis sentences.

--To demonstrate topic sentences.

--To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.

--To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples.

 4.  To demonstrate an organized paper.

--To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

--To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

--To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/between paragraphs) in a written text.
 5.  To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, free     

      writing, and listing.

6.  To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, 

     exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, 

     persuasion, classification, division).   

     --To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.
7.  To demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.

8. To demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.

--To demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and         a works cited page.

--To demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.

--To demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.

Critical Thinking Skills:
9. To demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.

--To demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.

--To demonstrate the ability to distinguish between reason and belief.

10. To demonstrate the ability to apply and integrate material from sources.

11. To be able to critically reflect on the writing process.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:

The Scott Foresman Handbook for Writers (ninth edition)

The Contemporary Reader (eleventh edition)

REQUIRED EXTRAS:

Access to a computer, word processor, or typewriter (All papers must be typed double-spaced, using Times New Roman, font 12).

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:
Students are expected to arrive on time, to complete all reading and writing assignments on the assigned dates, and to participate in class discussions.  Frequent absences and/or tardiness will affect your grade.  More than four (4) unexcused absences will result in the lowering of the final course grade.  
The course requirements include three papers of various lengths, an annotated bibliography, a formal sentence outline, occasional quizzes, and a final research paper of 10-12 pages with a Works Cited page of at least fifteen approved sources.  Assignments will be graded on timeliness, completeness, quality of content, and the recommended standards for writing evaluation recommended by CUH.
STUDENT CONDUCT:

“Campus life is a unique situation requiring the full cooperation of each individual.  For many, this is home, school, recreation center and work, all in one.  That makes it a community environment in which the actions of one student may directly affect other students.  Therefore, each person must exercise a high degree of responsibility.” (2007-2008 Student Handbook, p. 49.)
All student rules of conduct, as outlined in the Student Handbook, will be applicable in this class.  

All portable cellular phones, headsets, earphones, i-Pods, MP-3 players, etc. CD and DVD players, radios, video game players, and other non-academic distractions must remain turned off and in bags or packs during each entire class session.

Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a grade of “0” for the assignment and possible failure for the course.  Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog and can be located on the intranet.  They include but are not limited to the following:

1) Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without 

     proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not

     sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgment (citation) of the 
     source is always mandatory.

2) Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3) Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own (however freely given or 
purchased), whether it be the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment. 

COURSE WORK:

· Discussion on essays from The Contemporary Reader
· In-class writing

· Assigned papers

· Unannounced quizzes

· Material from The Scott Foresman Handbook
Course introduction and overview.

Read Chapter 1, giving special attention to chart/checklists on 5, 7, 8, 11.
In-class writing sample.



Finding and refining a topic 13-26.
Preliminary topic for research paper.

Constructing a thesis 27-31.

In-class writing: thesis sentence.

Begin preparation and presentation of essays from The Contemporary Reader.
Working with paragraphs 182-200.
Managing transitions 201-209.
In-class writing: paragraph

Writing a powerful argument 123-142, 143-159.
Choosing a title 44-45. Title page 700-701.



Assignment: argument paper.

Argument paper due.
Avoiding plagiarism 31-32, 623-625.

Organizing a writing project 32-45.

 Writing in college 76-92.
Reading and thinking critically 103-122.
Writing a summary 617-620.
In-class writing: summary.

Assignment: summarizing an essay.

Summary paper due.
Using paraphrase 618-622.

Planning the research project 584-592.
Library session



Finding information 593-605.

Evaluating and using sources 606-626.
Quoting from sources 627-634.
Synthesizing multi-source materials.

Handout on synthesis.

Mini project on synthesis using geometric figures.

Assignment: synthesis paper on essays from The Contemporary Reader.
Documenting a research paper 642-655, 81.
Synthesis paper due.
Note-taking  104-108.

Writing an annotated bibliography 76-80, 614-617.

Assignment: 15 bibliography cards.
Using MLA documentation 656-716.
Outlining a paper 40-44.

In-class writing: outline.

Assignment: research paper formal sentence outline.
Bibliography cards due.
Work on notes and outline.
Writing about literature  160-179.

Writing on essay examinations 86-92.
Note cards due.

      
Formal sentence outline due (a complete sentence for each entry).

 
 Writing a draft 5, 46-54.

Work on draft of research paper.
Revising, editing, and proofreading 5, 55-73.

Work on research paper.
Producing the final draft  
Completed research paper (argument format) due.
Final Exam


NOTES:                                                                                                                                                     

1. Students are expected to maintain the syllabus and to submit all assignments on time. 

2. Grades will be based on the quality and completeness of written assignments. 

3. The final grade will be determined by the following: 

        class attendance
(unannounced
quizzes, discussion) 10%

        argument paper



  
         10%

        summary paper



  
         10%

        synthesis paper



  
         10%

        bibliography and note cards          

         10%

        formal sentence outline


  
         10%

        final research paper


  
         30%

        final exam



  
         10%

GRADING SCALE:                                           
A
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative

B
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner

C
Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter

D
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of


prerequisite course work

F
Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given

WRITING STANDARDS (from General Catalog)

All work submitted by Chaminade University students is expected to meet the following writing standards:

1.
Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, 


and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

2.
Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently 


and concisely.

3.
Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

4.
Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.
5.
Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material.  In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.
