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General Requirements (Be sure to read each note carefully)
•

	

Be on time. Class attendance will be taken.
•

	

Attendance is important. More than 4 absences will result in a drop in your letter grade.
•

	

Class participation is a must. We will participate in various group activities throughout the
semester. Attendance during oral reports in mandatory.

•

	

Take notes during the lectures.
•

	

All assignments must be completed and turned in on time for credit.
•

	

Make-up exams must be prearranged at least one week prior to scheduled exam date
(exceptions will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis).
Students must join the Society for General Semantics
Your continued registration in this class denotes your understanding of the syllabus ant
what is expected of you in this class, and your willingne99 tb participate i n the assignments
d5 StAted hnr&n.

Each of the following assignments are required & will be explained in detail during class
1. Daily Journal - LOG = Record (in a simple composition notebook) your in-class notes. Your

LOG will be collected midterm (& returned to you) and again at the end of the semester.
2. A 10-page research paper will be due on Wed. Nov. 22 or Mon. Nov. 27 (you decide)
3. Oral report of your term paper findings -10-15 minutes maximum
4. Four 1-2 page reflective essays will be required during the semester.
5. All written assignments during the semester must be:

TYPED on white paper
DOUBLE-SPACED
ONE INCH MARGINS ALL AROUND
10-12 POINT FONT
STAPLED AT TOP LEFT

6. Join (Student rate = $25)

	

International Society for General Semantics
Box 728, Concord, CA 94522

Grading (1000 points available)
900-1000 = A 800-899 = B
Log
Class participation
4 Short Reflective Essays (1-2 pgs)
10-page Writing Assignment
Midterm
Final
Oral Report (utilize visual aides)

Remember
0 All writing assignments must be typed as stated above.
El No handwritten work will be accepted.
El Work must be turned in on time far credit.
0 Plagiarism is unacceptable. Always cite your sources.
0 Attendance during oral reports is mandatory

700-799 = C

	

600-699 = D

	

Below 600 = F
100 pts (50 points available each time it's turned in)
100 pts
100 pts (25 points each -- See grading criteria below)
400 pts (See grading criteria below)
100 pts
100 pts
100 pts

Writing Assignments - Graded on the following 4 standards:
1.

	

Content (relates to lectures, text, and readings)
2. Mechanics & Grammar (spelling, sentence structure, use of language)
3. Organization (points stated in an organized fashion)
4.

	

Clarity (clearly written; points well-stated)



~

	

KJ [r, Nr-Jairfl®m & Ovirr1MU

This course, Language Awareness, explores a range of topics on the power and function;. of
language and its relationship to beliefs and behaviors. The subject matter aims to provide
each student with invaluable theoretical and practical information about language
environments, issues, metaphors, and utility. Through both historical and contemporary
accounts, we will learn how the ever-dynamic qualities of language continue to shape our lives.

As students, you will learn to recognize how your own use of language affects your
communication and perception of ideas. As a class we will strive to understand how our
patterns of language make a definitive difference in the quality of our communication. We will
l ook at semantics, the study of meanings in language, and reflect on language as an
abstraction.

During class we will explore many social, cultural, and personal meanings we apply to specific
words and phrases, while working to broaden our knowledge and appreciation of language
development through time. Together we will develop ways to strengthen our personal power of
l anguage, unearth ways to organize and articulate ideas and concepts clearly in our written
works, and learn how rhetorical strategies affect our perceptions of and interactions with
people.

Vocabulary building will be an important component of this class. You will be introduced to

such words and ideas as rhetoric, semantics, onomatopgeig, funO4nplity, i mperialism,

i deology, epistemology, ethnocentricity, denotative, connotative, the persuasive principle - and
expected to understand them. Each student also will be expected to learn new ways to
conceptualize meanings, which will require looking at the world through new lenses.

As part of our exploration of language, we will enlist the concept of E-Prime, or English without
the verb "to be." We will consider such ideas as what if the word "is" didn't exist. What if you
could not use any "to be" verbs, such as is, was, am, were, be, been, being, etc? By employing
this challenge in our own writing exercises, we shall reap a taste of the many benefits such as
lively, concise writing and speaking, clearer, more critical thinking, and better communication,
evaluation, and decision-making.

During the semester, we will incorporate lectures, open discussions and group workshops into
our class time. You will be expected to record daily lectures comprehensively in a log, to be
turned in for grading twice during the semester. You will refer to these lecture notes for
studying purposes. A 10-page writing project also will be assigned, for which you will utilize
information derived from class lectures, the text and other resource materials (e.g. books,
interviews, magazine articles). Remember, this is an upper division course. The work we do in
this class builds upon lessons you've had in the past.

I n preparation for this class, remember the following pieces of wisdom:
•

	

No two people ever perceive the same message in exactly the same way. Understanding
this can encourage clearer communication, which can lead to enrichment in relationships,
self-awareness, and psychological well-being.

•

	

The way we use language has a tremendous influence on human relationships and can
generate a positive or a negative effect, depending upon our use of it.

•

	

I'm an advocate of the power of visualizing & self-fulfilling prophecy, and I see us having
l ots of fun throughout the semester! Welcc% e to class.



Friday _
Monday
Wednesday

Wednesday
Friday _ _
Monday

15-Sep

Com 365 -- Language !awareness

	

Fall 2000

Schedule (I reserve the right to modify the schedule throughout the semester as I see fit)

Class Work

Monday

	

28-Aug Introduction to class s __ ___
Wednesday I

	

30-AugiSyllabus review
Friday

	

1

	

01-SepI Discussion on Chapter 1
Monday

	

_-

	

- 04-SelijHoliday! Labor Day
Wednesday I

	

06-Sep I Lecture & Workshop
Friday

	

I

	

08-Sep I Discussion on Chapter 2
Monday

	

I

	

11-Sep j Lecture & Workshop
Wednesday-

	

13-Sep Lecture &Workshop _Be prepared to discuss ETC. articles ..-
Chapter- 3_(6_7-1_02)

18-Sep-Lecture & Workshop

	

Reflective Essay #1 Due Today (Ch 1 &2)_
Discussion on-Chapter 3

Add/Drops
Add/Drops

22-Sep I Discussion on Chapter 4

	

!

	

Chapter 4 (103-134)

Assignments Due
(Completed by this day)

Chapter 1 (1-38)

Be prepared to participate in -open_discussion
Chapter 2 ( 39-66)

_ 20-Sep I Lecture & Workshop -- _~Be prep-ared to discuss ETC: articles
Friday
Monday

	

25-SepiLecture & Workshop ^_ ___-Be prep ared to discuss ETC: articles
Wednesday

	

_ 27-Sep Lecture & Workshop

	

---- I Be prep ared to _discuss ETC.-articles _
Friday----]______ 29-Sep[Discussion on Chapter 5

	

_

	

Chapter 5 ( 135-176)
Monday __

	

I - ,_

	

02-Oct I Lecture & Workshop--`-~

	

Reflective Essay #2 Due Today (Ch 3&4)-j
Wednesday _-_ __ 04-Oct Lecture .&-Workshop _

	

Be prepared to discuss ETC-articles --
Friday __

	

06-Oct Discussion on Chapter 6

	

Chapter 6 (177-226)
Monday- -

	

-a .-

	

09--Oct _Holiday! Discoverers' _Day
11-Oct Lecture & Workshop)

	

Be prepared to discuss ETC. articles
13-Oct Lecture &_ Workshop

	

Be prepared to discuss ETC-articles

	

_
16-Oct{Lecture & Workshop

	

Reflective Essay #3 Due Today (Ch 5&6)
ednesday - ( --

	

18- OctIDiscussion on Chap

	

_ 7 -

	

J -Chapter 7(22-7-284-) -_
Friday

	

20-Oct Review for Midterm

	

Bring midterm questions (Chapters 1-5 & lecture notes)
Monday

	

__ I_. _ . 23-Oct Midterm Exam

	

Exam (Chapters 1-5)
Wednesday

	

-_ 25-Oct, Lecture & Workshop

	

i Be prepared to discuss ETC: articles
Friday

	

~~

	

27-Oct~Discuss i - -n on CI iupter 8

	

j Chapter 8 (285 -332)
-____



Com 365 -- Language Awareness

	

Fall 2000

Schedule (I remserve the right to modify the schedule throughout the semester as I see fit)

Monday 30-Oct Lecture & Work=shop Be prepared to discuss ETC: articles
Wednesday 01-Nov Lecture & Workshop Be prepared to discuss ETC: articles
Friday 03-Nov Discussion on Chapter 9 Chapter 9 (333-381)
Monday 06-Nov Lecture & Workshop Reflective Essay #4 Due Today (Ch 7,8 &9)
Wednesday 08-Nov Lecture & Worl~-,shop Be prepared to discuss ETC: articles
Friday 10-Nov Holiday! Veterans' Day o
Monday 13-Nov Discussion on Chapter 10 Chapter 10 (389-445)
Wednesday 15-Nov Lecture & Workshop Be prepared to discuss ETC: articles
Friday 17-Nov Lecture & Workshop Be prepared to discuss ETC: articles
Monday 20-Nov Lecture & Workshop Be prepared to discuss ETC: articles
Wednesday 22-Nov Lecture & Workshop Term papers: due 22 or 27? Majority vote rules
Friday 24-Nov Thanksgiving Holiday -- Enjoy!
Monday 27-Nov Student oral re ports Oral Reports begin this week
Wednesday 29-Nov Student oral re ports o
Friday 01-Dec Student oral re--ports 0

Monday 04-Dec Student oral re--ports o
Wednesday 06-Dec Student oral reports o
Friday 08-Dec Review for final Bring questions for final review
Monday 11 -Dec

_
Finals Week -- Final Exam Date to be advised
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ETC: A Review of General Semantics

Propaganda, publicity. advertising, proswytizing, ballyhoo ... Now add spin, and darov"AIDS?":

Did anyone say accuracy, precision, integrity, sincerity?

Language, words, symbols- shifty spin doctors use them to influence and con you. R
use them to give you the facts. Trusty technical writers give you instructions, to this d
omfoed, how do you tell the difference?

Subscribe to ETC, A Review or General $emar*cs and keep yourself infomwd of the u
occasional uselessness of verbal constructions. Language, mankind's greatest gift, an
opposite --- don't let its fabrications foot, confuse or flummox you_ Arm yourself with a q'
gives you no doublespeak, hogwash, twaddle, or daptrap, except to analyze the same. q
delusions may seem funny, but success and kaMing out of trouble can depend on know

Warords seriously, and just how aocurateiy they portray the world.

SUCQOSS or ftilure? Flow you use l anguage makes the difference. The quarterly joumal.i
words mean, and what words do to you. From communication to critical thinning, ETC
tow people use words, Free yourself bf WlWida PMs8MI. DOOK spin dWoirss end Y
and conquer information burnout. ETC publishes a wide range of articles for educators
took l overs, writers, doctors, trainers, therapists, lawyers, communications specialists,
professionals throughout the world.

Since 1943, diverse writers have appeared in ETC, including: Steve Allen, Gregory Bate
Srertowaki, Rudolf Carnap, Suzette Haden Elgin, CIfn Fadiman, Gerrett Hardin. Robi p"
Leary, William Lutx, Stanley Milgrem, Max Oppenheimer, Karl popper, Neil postman.,
Satir, Alvin Toffier, and Benjamin Lee Whorf.

Wordaholics, fngusphiles, print-addicts, readers of tomes to trades, writers of libretto to~
subscribe now, so you can hone, whet and sharpen your verbal IWg skills.

Free, s~mo!E„copy

Suf=s_crintion. ~p::~iic~~r±crr:7-.

Subscribe to ETC: A Review of General Semantics.

ETC subscription only (no rr*mbership): $330 per year.

ETC subscription with ISGS membership: $35.00

(ISGS members receive discounts on ISGS publicatcons, and have other privileges_)

Student or senior membership: $25.00 (provide photocopy of student or senior ID).

bttp:ilwww.generalscntumtics.orgrletc-desc_htm
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01 201 012 01:44PM' 0. : 900
S"'Nif -ri"N kill I' vr~rl

ETC SUBSORIPTIC;NNAPPL)CATION FO~.v,4t

ETT AJAWAM 0/ Gem" 5000, Wi

ATEKAWMA! T-j-7-E- 7'
P.O.

	

Cooc-a(,,, CA 34621,

Phone 925 798 031 , - FAX 925'98 0312

Print rids form, FAX, mai:, or ;hone us your submiption applicamn.
(00 not E4TWI er"t cart! irtfol)

FTC subsvirton with I SGS membersnip: $35.CO '

ETC subscription only (no membership): S30 per year.

(1SGS members receivt d4cownits on ISGS punifications. and have other
Xvileges.)

* Student or senior membership: $2-5.00 (provide photxopy o1 student or
senior 10).

I I My check or money-order for $_ US tunas enGOSSd.

I I Please charge $_US funds to my

[]Mastercard L I VISA *____

Expires-_ _ _

Signature

Name.

Company

Dymment

lymw 9"1 2z=

Address

city

stem/province-

	

ZpPosta~ Code,

Country

	

E-Mail-

Phone

	

0004aton

Date


