CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU
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MA 103 – COLLEGE ALGEBRA

Course Syllabus - WINTER 2015

Course Location:
Online		eCollege


Instructor:		Sean P. Moroney, PhD		
		Telephone:  	808-262-7206
		Email:  sean.moroney@adjunct.chaminade.edu


Course Description:
College Algebra introduces the concepts of real numbers and their properties, polynomials, factoring polynomials, rational expressions, radicals and exponents, linear equations, linear inequalities, quadratic functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, and the application of algebra (word problems).  Fulfills Track B general education requirement in mathematics.  Not open to students with credits in MA 110, MA 220, or other higher numbered mathematics courses.  Offered every semester.  Prerequisite:  MA 102 or placement.

Course Ground Rules:
Taking an online class means that you must be a self-motivated and self-regulating learner.
Preferably, use the eCollege email; else use your Chaminade email account.
In every email, always use the subject line; it must say “MA 103” and include your full name.
Use standard fonts and avoid special formatting unless necessary.
In using threaded discussion groups,
· Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion.
· Try to maintain threads by using the “Reply” button rather than starting a new topic.
· Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the discussion group.  Be respectful of others’ ideas.
· Be cooperative with group leaders in completing assigned tasks.
· Be positive and constructive in group discussions.
· Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.
The standard time for this course is Hawaiian Standard Time (HST).
If you are in a time zone other than HST, please adjust your schedule to assure timely Quiz, Test, and Assignment completion.

Attendance:
You need to log on at least three times a week to get assignments and check for announcements. Not logging on for one entire week will result in a lower grade, by one letter.  Not logging on for two weeks will result in your being dropped from this course.

Textbook:
Algebra for College Students, 7th ed., by R. Blitzer; Pearson Education, Inc., 2013.
	ISBN-10: 0-321-75892-7	ISBN-13: 978-0-321-75892-7

Course Website:
http://chaminade.ecollege.com.  eCollege is accessible from most PCs and Macs with a reliable internet connection.

Technology:
A scientific calculator, made by any of the major calculator manufacturers, will be important to have since it will streamline the learning and the problem-solving process.  While all of the course work can be done by hand, everything will be quicker and more accurate with it. 
Access to a scanner will be useful for the submission of worked-out HomeWork problems; other ways of submitting these are possible.


MyMathLab:
MyMathLab is an online course accompaniment to the textbook.  It provides a dynamic way to do Homework and to take Quizzes and Tests in an interactive way that supports learning the subject.  The student will be required, at the beginning of the course, to log into the website, www.coursecompass.com.  An Access Code, that comes with the purchase of the textbook, will be required.  On that site, HomeWorks and Quizzes specific to the subject matter being covered in each class, will be available; each will have specified deadlines.
MathLab HomeWorks and Quizzes will be available each week beginning on Mondays and being available until 11:59 PM HST of the following Thursday; this is an 11-day window.  
Each MathLab HomeWork problem will accommodate 3 attempts; if necessary a similar problem can be selected for another 3 attempts.  This process may be repeated indefinitely.  Buttons on the right of the screen allow for hints and detailed solutions; the instructor can also be emailed directly from here for guidance.
MathLab Quizzes have a set time of 30 minutes; the clock may not be paused.  There will be 6 randomly selected from the Chapter of the Week.  Three attempts at the Quiz are permitted; the best score of the three will be the one recorded.

HomeWork:
Homeworks with new content for each new Chapter will be assigned each week, beginning on Mondays.  These Homework will be due at 11:59 PM on the following Monday.  Late Homeworks will have a lateness deduction.  The ideal way to submit these HomeWork assignments is as a document attached to an email.  The document may be a .doc, .docx, or a .pdf; also acceptable are .jpegs.  A basic ground rule here is that all the steps in each problem must be clearly shown and the submission must be clearly legible; nothing must be missing from the problems’ solutions.  Always inspect the document prior to sending it along to assure easy readability.  If desired, a snail mail address can be supplied.  Campus mail is another possibility, depending on your locality.  Timestamps and postmarks will be the criterion for any question on lateness.



Quizzes:
Quizzes for each new Chapter will be assigned each week, beginning on Thursdays.  These Homework will be due at 11:59 PM on the following Monday.  The best 8 of the 9 Quizzes will count toward the course grade.  The Quizzes are to be completed and submitted within eCollege; instructions on math notation will be posted in the course website.

Tests:
There will be three (3) in-term Tests throughout the course.  Test 1, scheduled for the Thursday in Week 4, will cover Chs. 1-3.  Test 2, scheduled for the Thursday in Week 6, will cover Chs. 4-5.  Test 3, scheduled for the Thursday in Week 8, will cover Chs. 6-7.  These Tests will be due at 11:59 PM on the Monday following their release.  The best 2 of the 3 Tests will count toward the course grade.  As with the Quizzes, the Tests are to be completed and submitted within eCollege; instructions on math notation will be posted in the course website.

Project:
Linear Programming Group Project (Sec. 4.5):   Once enrollment is finalized (end of week 1), you will be assigned to a group and your group will be given a Linear Programming Problem to solve and to present as an MS PowerPoint Presentation, which will be viewed by the class.  Your group will also submit a report to provide evidence that all members participated in the project.  The official group and project assignment will be posted in eCollege at the beginning of Week 2. 

CourseWork:
It is expected that students will remain current with the coursework on a week-by-week basis.  Any deviation from the schedule is to be reported to the Instructor as soon as possible.  In general, the window for submitting HomeWork extends no more than 1 week from the date of assignment; the window for submitting Quizzes or Tests extends no more than 4 days from the date of assignment.  The MathLab window is 10 days from the date of assignment.  These windows will not extend beyond the ending date of the course.


Assignments and Exams:
The course grade will be computed from homework, quizzes, tests and a final examination, as follows:
	
	
	Number
	Value
	Max. Score

	Homework
	Weekly
	Best 8 of 9
	50
	400

	
	MathLab
	# of sections
	100%
	400

	Quizzes
	eCollege
	Best 8 of 9
	50
	400

	
	MathLab
	# of sections
	100%
	400

	Project
	Team
	1
	200
	200

	Tests
	eCollege
	Best 2 of 3
	200
	400

	Final Exam
	eCollege
	1
	300
	300

	
	
	
	Total =
	2500


Tests or quizzes must be taken at the time the test is scheduled or by the specified deadline.  Tests or quizzes missed for a legitimate reason can only be made up by special arrangement with the instructor and must be made up within the shortest reasonable time.

Evaluation and Grading:
Grades will be awarded on the following basis:
	Grade
	Percentage
Range
	Range of
Scores

	A
	90% - 100%
	2250 - 2500

	B
	80% - 89.99%
	2000 – 2249.99

	C
	65% - 79.99%
	1625 – 1999.99

	D
	50% - 64.99%
	1250 – 1624.99

	F
	Below 60%
	Below 1250


Grades will not be rounded up.


Students with Disabilities:
It is the student’s responsibility to self identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email: jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.

Academic Integrity:
Chaminade University of Honolulu is committed to maintaining and upholding intellectual integrity.  All students, faculty and staff have obligations to prevent violations of academic integrity and take corrective action when they occur.  The adjudication process will include the sanction imposed on students who commit the following academic violations, which may include a failing grade on the assignment, a failing grade for the course, suspension or dismissal from the University:
1. Plagiarism:  Presenting, as one’s own the ideas, words, or products of another.  Plagiarism includes the use of any source to complete academic assignments without proper acknowledgment of the source.
2. Cheating is a broad term which includes the following:
a. Giving or receiving help from unauthorized persons or materials during examinations.
b. The unauthorized communication of examination questions prior to, during, or following administration of the examination.
c. Collaboration on examinations or assignments expected to be individual work.
d. Fraud and deceit, which include knowingly furnishing false or misleading information or failing to furnish appropriate information when, requested.

Technical Support: 
For technical questions: contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at:     helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at: (866) 647-0654.

eCollege Account Support: 
Call 808-739-8327 or email jnakason@chaminade.edu.

End of Course:
The grade of I (Incomplete) will be given only in circumstances of unusual need, when it is not reasonably possible for the student to complete all course requirements by the last day of class.  The student seeking a grade of Incomplete must sign an agreement with the instructor specifying the task(s) to be completed and the date by which the work is to be completed.  If the tasks are not completed, the grade of Incomplete will be automatically changed to a default value.

MA 103 OL Course Schedule

Winter 2015

	Week
	Date
	Quiz/Test
	Topics

	1
	12 – 18 Jan
	Quiz 1
	Ch. 1 – Algebra, Mathematical Models, and Problem Solving

	2
	19 – 25 Jan
	Quiz 2
	Ch. 2 – Functions and Linear Functions

	3
	26 Jan – 1 Feb
	Quiz 3
	Ch. 3 – Systems of Linear Equations

	4
	2 – 8 Feb
	Quiz 4; Test 1
	Ch. 4 – Inequalities and Problem Solving

	5
	9 – 15 Feb
	Quiz 5
	Ch. 5 – Polynomials, Polynomial Functions, and Factoring

	6
	16 – 22 Feb
	Quiz 6; Test 2
	Ch. 6 – Rational Expressions, Functions, and Equations

	7
	23 Feb – 1 Mar
	Quiz 7
	Ch. 7 – Radicals, Radical Functions, and Rational Exponents

	8
	2 – 8 Mar
	Quiz 8; Test 3
	Ch. 8 – Quadratic Equations and Functions

	9
	9 – 15 Mar
	Quiz 9
	Ch. 9 – Exponential and Logarithmic Functions

	10
	16 – 22 Mar
	Final Exam
	End of Course

	11
	
	
	Grades Due – 28 March
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