EN 422 Syllabus 5

English 422

Pacific Literature

Spring 2015
Instructor:  

Koreen Nakahodo Schroeder

Office Hours:  
MW 11:30-12:30; TR by appointment

E-mail:  

koreen.nakahodo@chaminade.edu*  

Office Number: 
735-4736

*Please e-mail me from your Chaminade student accounts.  Also, please write your e-mail in complete sentences and in English.  I will not respond to e-mails that do not contain a subject line and are not from your 
Chaminade accounts.
Please give me 24-36 hours to respond to your e-mails.  I check my Chaminade account every weekday morning by 8:30am.  
Course Description
This course introduces students to significant works of contemporary literature written by indigenous Pacific Islanders and explores the issues of anti-colonialism, modernization, and traditional culture.  Works include writers from Hawaii, New Zealand, Fiji, Tonga, and Samoa.

This course fulfills the general degree requirement for global awareness.

Learning Outcomes

At the completion of the course, the student will be able to 

· Identify texts, authors, and critics of Pacific Literature;

· Define key themes in Pacific Literature;

-Mobility and Identity

-Colonialism

· Analyze connections between the literature and social issues facing the culture. 

This course fulfills the English Program Learning Outcome (PLO) #3:  the ability to define critical approaches and apply them to given texts.
Required Texts
Kāmau by Alani Apio.

Potiki by Patricia Grace

Supplemental films and short readings will be provided by the instructor.

Student Responsibilities
1. Attend class on time and as scheduled.  If you enter class after attendance has been taken, you will be marked absent for the day.  Attendance is taken at the beginning of class. Students who are absent more than four (4) times during the course of the semester may receive a grade deduction.  Students who are absent for two (2) consecutive weeks of class may be administratively withdrawn from the class.

Please note:  studying or completing work for another course IS NOT considered an excused absence.

2. Turn in papers on time.  I WILL NOT accept late papers.  A paper is considered late if it is not received by 3:00pm [Hawaii time] on the day that it is due.  Please DO NOT leave your papers under the door.  Usually, these get lost or thrown away the next morning. 

3. Bring the appropriate learning tools to class (textbook, notebook for notes, pens etc).

4. Turn off cell phones prior to the start of class.  Talking or texting during class is rude and unacceptable.  If you are caught talking or texting, you will lose 2 percentage points off of your final grade.
5. Pay attention.  Playing games on the computer, talking, texting, distracting classmates, eating are not allowed.  Inappropriate behavior will be addressed and reported to the Dean of Students.  

6. Respect others.  Please express your opinion respectfully.  Class members who do not adhere to this rule will be asked to leave the classroom and will be referred to the Dean of Students for additional action.

7. Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online).  The guidelines include, but are not limited to, the following:

a. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgment (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

b. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgment.

c. Submitting work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminde Catalog, online).

Any student suspected of plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper.  In addition, I will notify both the English Department Coordinator and the Dean of Humanities.

(If there is any student in this class who has need for special accommodations for test-taking or note-taking, please feel free to come and discuss this with me.)

Graded Assignments:

In this class, you will be asked to do 5 different types of assignments:
1.  A detailed summary of a critical article. The summary should be 1-2 substantial (5-7 

     sentence) paragraphs and should identify the author and publication venue, research question, 

     thesis, main points, important thematic connections, and solutions (if offered).  You will be 

     assigned 2 articles to summarize during the first weeks of the semester.  Each  

     summary will be worth 5% of your final grade.

2.  A 2-3 page critical essay on a work of fiction.  This essay will require you to identify a theme 

    or issue, create a thesis statement, and support that statement with examples from the text.  I 

    will provide you with options for this assignment and will provide a rubric for grading.  Each 

    essay is worth 10% of your final grade.
3.  A survey of literature from one Pacific Island Nation.  I will provide you with a handout for 

    this assignment.  This assignment will be due around mid-term.  It is worth 20% of your final 

    grade.
4.  Thematic Survey of Pacific Literature.  For this project, I will ask you to pick a theme 

     (mobility and identity, indigenous metaphors, colonialism, education) and provide readings 

     from at least 5 different countries in the Pacific.  I will provide an additional handout for this 

     assignment.  It is worth 30% of your final grade.

5.  Literary Map – you will map the literature of the Pacific onto a map and write a summary of 

     each text.   This will be your final exam, and it will be worth 20% of your final grade.

Grading Breakdown

Summary of a critical article (2)


10

Critical Essay (2)



20

Literature of a Pacific Island Nation

20

Thematic Survey of Pacific Literature

30

Literary Map




20


                        


100 points






A
90-100






B
80-89






C
70-79






D
60-69

The passing grade for this class is a ‘D.’

Instructor’s note:  Should you need any additional assistance to meet the requirements for this class, please contact me, and I will introduce you to Dr. June Yasuhara. She will provide me with the documentation needed.
English 422 Class Schedule

	Week
	Topic
	Readings
	Assignments/Presentations

	1
	Overview
	· Fast Talking PI

· The Truth About Stories, Thomas King

· Critical Article


	

	2
	Hawai‘i
	· Haunani Trask, Brandy Nalani McDougall, Mahealani Wendt Perez, ku‘ualoha ho‘omanawanui

	Critical Summary Due

	3
	Critical Contexts
	· Indigenous Knowledge and Academic Imperialism 

(e-college)

· Representation of Cultural Identities Handout (IO)

· Four Writers and One Critic (IO)


	Critical Summary Due

	4
	Samoa
	· Albert Wendt
· Ruperake Petaia

· Sia Figel
	

	5
	New Zealand

	· Potiki
· Interview with Patricia Grace (IO)
· Influences in Writing (IO)


	

	6
	New Zealand

Cook Islands
	· Short Stories (e-college)

· Essays by Alice Te Punga Somerville

· Kauraka Kauraka

· Hone Tuwhare
	

	7
	Tonga and Niue
	· Konai Helu Thaman and 

· Epeli Hauofa

· John Pule
	Critical Essay Due (Potiki)

	8
	Fiji 

Rotuma
	· Vanessa Griffin

· Neal Engledow

· Raymond Piilai

· Akanisi Sobusobu

· Vilisoni Hereniko
	

	9
	Vanuatu

Solomon Islands

PNG
	· Grace Molisa

· Celo Kulagoe

· Jully Makini

· Nora Vagi Brash

· John Kasaipwalova

· Ignatius Kilage

· Loujaya Kouza

· Russell Soaba

· Steven Edmund Winduo
	

	10
	Marshal Islands
	· Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner
	Literature of  Pacific Island Nation Due

	11
	FSM

Guam

Kiribati
	· Readings from FSM and Making Waves
· Craig Santos Perez
· Teresia Teaiwa
	

	12
	Hawai‘i
	· Kāmau by Alani Apio
	

	13
	
	TBA

Individual Meetings
	

	14
	
	TBA

Te Rua
	Critical Essay #2 Due

	15
	Review
	
	Thematic Survey Project Due


Final Exam:  Thursday, May 7, 2015.  11:00am-1:00pm

Please note that you may not take the exam earlier or later than the scheduled time.
Also, please note that the assignments can be changed by the instructor with class notification.

