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RE/ENV 431 DUG:  ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS
Spring Day Session
January 12 – May 1, 2015

Instructor:     Dr. Malia Dominica Wong, O.P.	Time: Wed. 2:30-	5:20PM/Hybrid
Classroom:  Henry Hall 203                               	Office Hours:  By 	appointment
Phone:  (808) 676-1452		E-mail:  mwong2@chaminade.edu

COURSE OVERVIEW



Once our grandparents were very careful not to throw away any leftover food. 
Consumerism has led us to become accustomed to the superfluous and the daily waste of food, 
which we are sometimes no longer able to value correctly, as its value goes far beyond mere economic parameters. Note well, though, that the food we throw away is as if we had stolen it from the table of the poor or the hungry! I invite everyone to reflect on the problem of the loss and waste of food 
to identify ways and methods that, addressing this issue seriously, may be a vehicle for sharing 
and solidarity with the neediest.  ~Pope Francis, 6/5/13

Description:  The course examines religious perspectives on ethical issues within the context of an ecumenical and inter-religious dialogue in the field of environmental studies, with particular attention paid to contemporary Catholic ethicists. The goals are to assist students in their study and understanding of the personal and social dimensions of these ethical perspectives and learn effective methods for dealing with relevant ethical issues within environmental studies.  This course fulfills the interdisciplinary capstone course requirement.

Required Texts:    
1. Easton, Thomas. Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Environmental Issues, 16th ed.. McGraw-Hill Higher Education, 2014. ISBN-1259161137
	
Supplementary Resources:
· Alliance of Religions and Conservation:  Common Beliefs http://www.arcworld.org/downloads/COMMON%20BELIEF%20-%20Australian%20statements.pdf
· Catholic Climate Covenant http://catholicclimatecovenant.org/catholic-teachings/pope-francis/
· United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: Renewing the Earth
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/renewing-the-earth.cfm
· Hawai’i Sustainability Plan 2050
http://www.hawaii2050.org/images/uploads/Hawaii2050_Plan_FINAL.pdf
· Kahea:  The Hawaiian-Environmental Alliance:  www.kahea.org  
· Malama Hawaii:  http://malamahawaii.org/
· Worldwatch Institute:  http://www.worldwatch.org

Specific Course Requirements:  This course will be using eCollege for hybrid class content and discussions, submission of reflection papers in the Dropbox, quizzes and other activities.

Class Format:	
This class is designed around units where all the information presented through varied formats each month dovetail and will be self-assessed at the end of the unit.  The first two weeks of the month are designed for in-class meetings with the last two weeks reserved for independent and accelerated study and reflection offered online via eCollege.  This interactive and cooperative course design integrates lectures, small group discussions, student presentations, role-plays, fieldtrips and other activities.  Students are expected to complete their homework in preparation for full class engagement. 

COURSE INFORMATION



STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Program Learning Outcomes
Students successfully completing the Religious Studies program will demonstrate an understanding of:
1.	Catholic environmental theology, its historical development and views on ecology, 	environmental ethics and ecological spirituality, referencing broader Christian and 	human traditions.
2.	a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning as seen from the 	perspectives of ecology and environmental spirituality that will intellectually and 	spiritually engage them throughout their lives.
3.	how religions and cultures interact with each other, affecting values, beliefs and creative 	responses to the contemporary ecological crises.
6.	an awareness of the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for 	    	various religious traditions as they try to live responsibly within this region’s fragile 	  	ecological systems.

Service Learning General Outcomes linked to this course are:
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between academic work and real-life situations.
2. Demonstrate the understanding and commitment to their role in issues of public concern.

Course Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
· Understand and appreciate the varied positions of Christianity and other major world religions on environmental ethics and spirituality (GELO 1; PLO 2,3,6).
· Examine various alternatives and possibilities that environmental problems may be resolved through the positive interpretation and application of religious doctrines to environmental ethical practices (GELO 1; PLO 3).
· Through reflective engagement with course content, be encouraged in personal growth and adaptation in creating new environmentally responsible lifestyles (GELO 2: PLO 2).

Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity
The five Characteristics of Marianist Universities are:  
· Educate for formation in faith;
· Provide an integral quality education;
· Educate for family spirit;
· Educate for service, justice and peace; and
· Educate for adaptation and change.

Through reflecting on these themes in this class, students will demonstrate the ability to integrate reasoning of moral values based on faith to action towards greater environmental respect and protection.



COURSE EXPECTATIONS AND ACTIVITIES
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                                                                Peanuts—detail May 16, 1974

Students are to come to each class prepared by having read the assigned readings, completed any other homework assignments and being ready for in-class activities.  If you arrive late to class, or leave early without informing the instructor on the reasons, you will lose attendance points.

*Homework:  The knowledge accumulated from the assigned readings and other supplementary resources will be self-reviewed near the end of each unit with a 2 ½ page paper.  Students are to come to class prepared for discussion of the assigned material.

*Controversy Issue Reports: guidelines for single page report after readings are as follows:
a. state the issue and points of view in your own words
b. indicate three main areas of disagreement
c. from library or web research, state two other positions
d. clearly state your position; justify your point of view
e. indicate where information pertinent to this issue is discussed in the text (cite source)
f. discuss the issue utilizing critical thinking skills
g. discuss further implications, application, or ramifications
h. list new vocabulary

“Fake food -- I mean those patented substances chemically flavored
and mechanically bulked out to kill the appetite and deceive the gut – is unnatural, almost immoral, a bane to good eating and good cooking.”  
-Julia Child (1912-2004)

“Many scientists now feel that these “plastic” unnatural foods have created a form
of chemically aided neurophysiological degeneration and may be directly responsible for the increase in crime, obesity, asthma, hyperactivity and learning disabilities 
in children.”  
-Frankenfoods


*Midterm Research Project:  The purpose of the project is for students to creatively apply knowledge from the classroom to real life experience.  Students will choose a research topic on the problems and issues of environmental ethical practices relating to human health and sustainability in society.  The content of this 8-12 minute oral report should include, but not be limited to:
a. the personal reasons of choosing this topic for research
b. the significance of this topic to environmental issues
c. objective data (research) on the topic
d. a dish/food to share relating to the research
e. foundations for your ethical position
f. religious and cultural influences and ritual
g. recommendations for future action
h. bibliography page 

*Reflection Papers: Students will be required to complete three (3) 2 ½-3 pages, typed, reflection papers.  Papers will be graded on thoroughness of explanation, specific examples and cohesive writing.  The content is to include a blend of personal commentary and critical analysis over the unit- observations, comparisons, learnings, further questions, etc. in light of field trips, previous class discussions and reading material.

*Environmental Service Project:  To foster the Marianist tradition of education for service and responsible participation in the public sphere, particularly in the advocacy of environmental justice and peace, students are to participate in one out-of-class environmental service project  e.g. beach or stream clean-up; environmental meeting; restoration project; etc.  A summary describing the event and what was gained out of the contribution is due by the end of the term.

*Final Group Research Project:  Father Chaminade’s Ecovillage
Project:  Students are to design an ecovillage based upon Marianist values, such as Father Chaminade exemplifies. The goal of the ecovillage is to be self-sustaining and not cause any pollution. It should be a safe and visionary place where people will want to live and work, and be able to grow their families.

Definition:  “An ecovillage is an intentional or traditional community using local participatory processes to holistically integrate ecological, economic, social, and cultural/spiritual dimensions of sustainability in order to regenerate social and natural environments.” –Global Ecovillage Network

For this 10-15 minute project and report (you may use a powerpoint, create a video; use presentation boards of recyclable-usable re-modeled “trash,” music, art, etc.), student groups are to:
1. Make a map, drawing or model of a sustainable ecovillage
2. Required sections of presentation and model: a. alternative transportation; b. renewable energies; c. local food production; d. wastes to resources; e. housing or co-housing options as evidences of a viable ecological, social, cultural/spiritual community.
3. Storyline includes: a. name of community; b. main goals; c. description of special or unique qualities
4. Other suggestions- inclusion of: businesses; community structure; health and education; saving water; ecological jobs; art and architecture; etc.

GRADE CALCULATION



Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria of participation, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT
All student work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from assigned readings, class presentations, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities
· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society
· understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints

	Item
	Quantity
	Points Available
	% of Grade

	Attendance, Participation, Online Discussion
	15 classes
	450
	45

	Reflective Papers
	3
	150
	15

	Online Controversy Reports
	4
	[bookmark: _GoBack]100
	15

	Midterm
	1
	100
	10

	Environmental Service Project
	1
	50
	5

	Final Group Research Project

	1
	100
	10

	
	Total:
	1000
	100%


90-100%:  A	80-89%:  B	70-79%:  C	60-69%:  D    59% and below:  
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B= 	Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.
C=	Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter.
D=	Inferior work/the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of course work.
F=	Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

Students who have more than three weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of “F.”  Grades of “Incomplete” will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances

Classroom Participation Rubric
	
	Excellent (30)
	Standard (21)
	Emerging (12)
	Minimal (3)

	Conduct
	Demonstrates respect for the learning process; has patience with different opinions and complexity; shows initiative by asking others for clarification: brings others into the conversation, moves the conversation forward; speaks to all of the participants; avoids talking too much.
	Generally shows composure but may display impatience with contradictory or confusing ideas; comments, but does not necessarily encourage others to participate; may tend to address only the teacher or get into debates.
	Participates and expresses a belief that his/her ideas are important in understanding the text; may make insightful comments but is either too forceful or too shy and does not contribute to the progress of the conversation; tends to debate, not dialogue.
	Displays little respect for the learning process; argumentative; takes advantage of minor distractions; uses inappropriate language; speaks to individuals rather than ideas; arrives unprepared without homework or texts.

	


Speaking
&
Reasoning
	Understands question before answering; cites evidence from text; expresses thoughts in complete sentences; move conversation forward; makes connections between ideas; resolves apparent contradictory ideas; considers others’ viewpoints, not only his/her own; avoids bad logic.
	Responds to questions voluntarily; comments show an appreciation for the text but not an appreciation for the subtler points within it; comments are logical but not connected to other speakers; ideas interesting enough that others respond to them.
	Responds to questions but may have to be called upon by others; has read the text but not put much effort into preparing questions and ideas for the seminar; comments take details into account but may not flow logically in conversation.
	Extremely reluctant to participate even when called upon; comments illogical and meaningless; may mumble or express incomplete ideas; little or no account taken of previous comments or important ideas in the text.

	Listening
	Pays attention to details; writes down questions; responses take into account all participants; demonstrates that he/she has kept up; points out faulty logic respectfully; overcomes distractions.
	Generally pays attention and responds thoughtfully to ideas and questions of other participants and the leader; absorption in own ideas may distract the participant from the ideas of others.
	Appears to find some ideas unimportant while responding to others; may have to have questions or confusions repeated due to inattention; takes few notes during the seminar in response to ideas and comments.
	Appears uninvolved in the class; comments display complete misinterpretation of questions or comments of other participants.

	Reading
	Thoroughly familiar with the text; has notations and questions in the margins; key words, phrases, and ideas are highlighted; possible contradictions identified; pronounces words correctly.
	Has read the text and comes with some ideas from it but these may not be written out in advance; good understanding of the vocabulary but may mispronounce some new or foreign words.
	Appears to have read or skimmed the text but has not marked the text or made meaningful notes or questions; shows difficulty with vocabulary; mispronounces important words; key concepts misunderstood; little evidence of serious reflection prior to the class.
	Student is unprepared for the class; important words, phrases, ideas in the text are unfamiliar; no notes or questions marked in the text; no attempt made to get help with difficult material.



                                                                                      


“Creation is a gift of God that must be protected, SYLLABUS

used responsibly and shared equitably.”  –Pope John Paul II

	Date:
	Theme & Classwork:
	Homework:

	Unit I
	Foundations of Environmental Ethics:
*Population & Society
	

	Week 1
Jan. 14

In-Class
	Introduction and Development of Environmental Ethics
Introduction and overview of theoretical approaches to environmental ethics; and how, in different parts of the world, religious beliefs and/or indigenous cultural perspectives influence beliefs about the environment.

*On the Clothing Trail / Media as Manipulator
	Readings:
Online: Buddhism, Daoism, 
Shintoism
Discussion Board Post:
*see eCollege


	Week 2
Jan. 21

Fieldtrip
	Cultural and Religious Environmental Ethics
Field Trip @3PM:  Chinatown walking tour
Meet at Cathedral of Our Lady of Peace
1184 Bishop St.
Honolulu 96813

	Readings:
Taking Sides: choose one:
-TS 1.2, p. 33, or:
-TS 4.1, p. 189
Discussion Board Post:
*Post Controversy Issue Report
*Respond to 2 other students’ posts

	Week 3
Jan. 28

Online
	Environmental Ethics:  Range of Engagement
A look into applications of personal and communal levels of engagement in other religions.
Classwork:  Check eCollege
     *Paper Unit #1: In your paper, highlight from the material-readings, discussions, field experiences, etc. covered this month to address the theme of Population & Society. Helpful questions for reflection: Do we have any duties to future generations of people? Why or why not? What are these duties? How much nature do we owe to future generations? How can we harm future generations by destroying the environment, if they wouldn't have existed but for this destruction? Include viewpoints from at least 2 religious traditions.

	Readings:
 -Online: *see eCollege
Discussion Board Post:
None
Unit paper due by Jan. 30


	Unit II
	Living a Green Spirituality
*Global Economy & Resources
	

	Week 4
Feb. 4

In-Class
	Deep Ecology
Explore Deep Ecology in view of the Earth’s climatic system, and the rights, duties and obligations of moral responsibility.

	Readings:
Online: *see eCollege
Discussion Board Post:
*see eCollege


	Week 5
Feb. 11

Fieldtrip
	Art and Architecture; Culture and Religion; Creation Spirituality
Exploration of the 2nd Pow! Wow! Hawaii!
Field trip@2:30PM:  Kakaako

	Readings:
Taking Sides: choose one:
-TS 1.3, p. 50, or:
-TS 2.3, p. 92
Discussion Board Post:
*Post Controversy Issue Report
*Respond to 2 other students’ posts

	Week 6
Feb. 18

Online
	Environmental Economics and Policy
An exploration of manufactured demand and the value of existence 
Classwork:  Check eCollege- “The Lorax”
  *Paper Unit #2: In your paper, highlight from the material-readings, discussions, field experiences, etc. covered this month to address the theme of Living a Green Spirituality- Economics and Resources. Helpful questions for reflection:
When does graffiti become art and an appreciated part in sustainable living communities? Is the root cause of environmental problems religion or the capitalist economic system of private economic self-interest? What changes in lifestyle would you make to lessen your carbon footprint and live more ecologically spiritually?  
	Readings:
 -Online: Measure your carbon footprint:
http://www.nature.org/greenliving/carboncalculator/ 
Discussion Board Post:
None
Unit paper due by Feb. 20


	Week 7
Feb. 25

Online
	Towards a Global Ethic
Classwork:  Check eCollege

	Prepare for Midterm



	Unit III
	Environ. Ethics & Areas of Environmental Concern
*Food & Agriculture
	

	Week 8
March 4

In-class
	Midterm
Research Project Presentations
	Readings:
Online: *see eCollege
Discussion Board Post:
*see eCollege


	Week 9
March 11
Fieldtrip
	Local Co-op’s and Food Industry Giants
Field Trip @3PM:  Kokua Market
2643 S. King St. • Honolulu, HI 96826 

	Readings:
Taking Sides: choose one:
-TS 4.3, p. 212, or:
-TS 5.2, p. 235
Discussion Board Post:
*Post Controversy Issue Report
*Respond to 2 other students’ posts

	Week 10
March 18

Online
	Globalization, Economic Imbalance, and the Environmental Crisis
A look into products, trade, safety, values, and foundations in the health and wellness industry.
  *Paper Unit #3: In your paper, highlight from the material-readings, discussions, field experiences, etc. covered this month to address the theme of Food and Agriculture. Helpful questions for reflection: Do you think of eating as an agricultural and/or ethical act? Does the Earth and its creatures have intrinsic value, meaning that they have moral value merely because they exist, not only because they meet human needs? Is there any moral significance to biotechnology and genetic engineering in the face of quantity over quality of food that may give rise to greater health concerns than starving?

	Readings:
 -Online: *see eCollege
Discussion Board Post:
None
Unit paper due by March 21



	
	Spring Break:  March 24 - 28
	

	Unit IV
	Towards a Sustainable Ethic
*Environment and Climate
	

	Week 11
April 1

Online
	Select Topics:
Climate Change

	Readings:
Taking Sides: choose one:
-TS 3.1, p. 107, or:
-TS 3.3, p. 137
Discussion Board Post:
*Post Controversy Issue Report
*Respond to 2 other students’ posts

	Week 12
April 8

Service Project
	Work Day:  Group Research Project Draft 
and/or Service Project
	Readings:
 -Online: *see eCollege
Discussion Board Post:
*Post draft of project on eCollege
*Service Project summary


	Week 13
April 15

In-class
	Valuing Nature
Field Trip @3PM:  Hawaii Nature Center
2131 Makiki Heights Dr 
Honolulu 96822

	Readings:
 -Online: *see eCollege
Discussion Board Post:
None


	Week 14
April 22

In-class
	Work Day:  Group Research Project

	Readings:
 -No required readings
Discussion Board Post:
None
Complete Final Project


	Week 15
April 29

In-class
	Group Research Project Presentations
	

	May 5-9
	Final Exam
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4
*Note: Syllabus subject to change.  
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