AN/SO 317   Social Research Methods and Evaluation	           		                    Spring 2015
INSTRUCTOR:  Bryan Man, Ph.D.			            	    		          T/Th: 10:00-11:20
OFC: BS113/735-4850; E-mail: bman@chaminade.edu ; Office Hours: MW: 2:30-3:30, TH: 11:30-12:30; or by appointment
					
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
Catalog: “ Introduction to the quantitative and qualitative research methodologies and designs, used in the behavioral and social sciences; the scientific method, measurement, sampling, ethics in research, and the application of descriptive and inferential statistics to research data to evaluate research questions.”

This course is designed to introduce students to research methods and the scientific approach to social and behavioral sciences research.  The focus will be on the scientific model of inquiry, the research process, measurement, and the quantitative and qualitative methods of data gathering, sampling and statistical analysis.  Published research will be assigned reading and evaluated, according to the principles and techniques learned in the course.
Students will have regular written assignments and the quality of writing will be emphasized in evaluating student progress in the course.  This course meets the program goal of introducing the student to the scientific method.  The student will demonstrate the learning outcomes of proficiency in the application of the various research methods, and competency in the statistical analysis of data and the evaluation of results. 

Program Student Learning Outcomes
The student will demonstrate an understanding of :
1)  The scientific method and its application in the field of sociology
2)  Anthropological and sociological concepts and the appropriate use of the discipline terminology


Course Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will demonstrate:
1) an understanding of  the science base of research in the behavioral and social sciences;
2) an understanding of the research process;
3) an understanding of and differentiate among the various research methods used in the 
behavioral and social sciences;
4) an understanding of measurement, the measurement process, and the related 
issues of reliability and validity;
5) the application of the appropriate statistical techniques to various sets of data or variables, given the nature of the scales of measurement used; and
6) the ability to evaluate critically published research reports in the behavioral and social sciences.


WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:  
1.  Short papers & assignments. Students will be assigned a number of short papers (2-5 pages) during the term.  The papers will focus on the stages of the research process, the various methods of research, and on methodological issues discussed or covered in class. The style of writing is expected to become increasingly formal, to reflect familiarity with, and understanding of, behavioral sciences research and reporting.  The student is required to meet the writing standards set by the university.
2.  RESEARCH PAPER:  The research paper will reflect: a) a proper literature review (10-12 sources from scholarly books and journals, with a limit of 3 web sources), b) the principles of valid and reliable measurement and operational definitions, c) method and sampling design and instrument construction, d) a results section with appropriate data analysis, e) a discussion and conclusion section,  f) a references page, and g) Appendices.  
APA style format is required for all papers. See Psych journal articles or the APA Pub. Manual.
Late papers will lose 10% off the score, for each day past the due date.  Due date deadline is the the class period on that day.   All papers must be typed and follow the writing standards of Chaminade University.




GRADING:  	
     	  Papers:	            	
		  3 Assignments	(15%)			90-100% = A	70- 79% = C
		  2 papers	(10%)			80-69% = B         60- 69% = D
		  Research paper.	(25%)			 	x < 60% = F
	 Tests:	  
		  Midterm	(25%)
   		  Final		(25%)
-------------------------------------------------------------
		Total:		 100%

TEXT: W. Lawrence Neuman.  2009. Understanding Research.  Pearson Education, Inc.
	Selected readings may also be assigned.

COURSE OUTLINE:
Wk 1-2	Introduction: science & the social research.   Chapters 1 & 2 
	Overview of the relationship between research methods and data and analysis used.  
See scholarly journal articles in your discipline as examples to follow.
	Getting started:  Types of social research, the research question and research hypotheses.   
Note: Your research paper must be an “explanatory” one.  See chapter 1, pp. 12-18.
Assignment 1. Pick a research topic, state a research question, identify at least 4 sources of literature (research articles) that would relate to your topic and research question and write a paragraph or two summarizing these sources. Provide a bibliography of these sources.
Type & hand in on Tuesday of the 2nd week (1/22).
Assignment 1feedback will be given to guide you in developing your proposed research.

3-4	Research ethics and sampling    Chapters 3 & 4

4-6	Research Design, Measurement, Indexes/Scales
Chapter 5  is a key chapter in social research, especially quantitative research, the contents of which must be reflected in the “method” section of your research paper.
	Assignment 2—create an attitude scale (i.e., a summated rating scale).  
	Assignment 2 is due in week 5 (2/12).

6.	This is the week to work on the research paper’s “Introduction & Literature Review “

2/19	Paper 1 is due.  Your Introduction and Literature Review. The first part of your proposed research.

7	2/26	 Midterm  	Ch. 1 – 5    Essay questions only

8-9	Correlational survey research design  Ch. 6

9-10	Causation and the experimental research design    Ch. 7
	3/12	Week 12:  Paper 2 (Research design for your study is due)

10-12	Nonreactive measures in research and observation research   Chapters 8 & 10
Wk 11    Spring Break!
	Data gathering?

13-16	Elementary quantitative data analysis    Ch. 9 plus handouts
	SPSS data analysis and interpretation

Wk 15	Assignment 3.  Statistical testing of hypotheses, given your database
	Assignment 3 is due 4/21.


16           Writing the research report.  Ch. 12
5/1	Research paper is due.  

Monday, May 4th 		Final Exam  8:30-10:30 am				Essay Questions to cover material since the midterm  
	Chapters 6 – 10, and Statistics
	.
Course Expectations:  

Writing should reflect college-level quality.  Please edit your work before you turn it in.  Check for spelling and grammar errors.  Do not use complex sentences.  Use semi-colons sparingly. Check your paragraphs for coherence and clarity of thought.  

You must use APA publication style (American Psychological Association).  Sources used in the text of your paper must be listed in the “References” page.  Source citations must be used when using direct quotes and paraphrasing from your sources.  Plagiarism will lead to an F in the course. 

All assignments and papers are due as indicated in the syllabus unless the instructor says otherwise.  Failure to meet these deadlines will incur a minimum of 1 grade reduction for the assignment or paper .

Final words:  Be on the lookout for timely e-mails regarding assignments and attached readings.
Students with Disabilities
Chaminade will provide assistance for any student with documented disabilities.  Any student who believes he/she may need accommodations in this class must contact Dr. June Yasuhara, 735-4845, at the Counseling Center (office next to Security) in order to determine if the student meets the requirements for documented disability in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  It is important to contact them as soon as possible so that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

Title IX Requirement
If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the following: Dr. June Yasuhara at the Counseling Center | 808-735-4845.

Marianist Values.

· Educate for formation in faith
· Provide an integral quality education
· Educate in family spirit
· Educate for service, justice, and peace
· Educate for adaptation and change



SCIENTIFIC METHOD DEFINITIONS

The METHODS OF SCIENCE are only tools, tools that we use to obtain knowledge about phenomena.

The SCIENTIFIC METHOD is a set of assumptions and rules about collecting and evaluating data.  The explicitly stated assumptions and rules enable a standard, systematic method of investigation that is designed to reduce bias as much as possible.  Central to the scientific method is the collection of data, which allows investigators to put their ideas to an empirical test, outside of or apart from their personal biases.  In essence, stripped of all its glamour, scientific inquiry is nothing more THAN A WAY OF LIMITING FALSE CONCLUSIONS ABOUT NATURAL EVENTS.

Knowledge of which the credibility of a profession is based must be objective and verifiable (testable) rather than subjective and untestable.

SCIENCE is a mode of controlled inquiry to develop an objective, effective, and credible way of knowing.

The assumptions one makes regarding the basic qualities of human nature (that is, cognitive, affective, behavioral, and physiological processes) affect how one conceptualizes human behavior.

The two basic functions of scientific approach are 1) advance knowledge, to make discoveries, and to learn facts in order to improve some aspect of the world, and 2) to establish relations among events, develop theories, and this helps professionals to make predictions of future events.

							Research Design in Counseling
							Heppner, Kivlighan, and Wampold

A THEORY is a large body of interconnected propositions about how some portion of the world operates; a HYPOTHESIS is a smaller body of propositions.  HYPOTHESES are smaller versions of theories.  Some are derived or born from theories.  Others begin as researchers’ hunches and develop into theories.

The PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE decrees we can only falsify, not verify (prove), theories because we can never be sure that any given theory provides the best explanation for a set of observations.

							Research Method in Social Relations
							Kidder

THEORIES are not themselves directly proved or disproved by research.  Even HYPOTHESES cannot be proved or disproved directly.  Rather, research may either support or fail to support a particular hypothesis derived from a theory. 

Scientific research has four general goals: (1) to describe behavior, (2) to predict behavior, (3) to determine the causes of behavior, and (4) to understand or explain behavior.

							Methods In Behavioral Research; Cozby

In order to verify the reliability and validity of scientific research it is important to replicate the results.  It is the preponderance of evidence that establishes/supports the theory. http://allpsych.com/researchmethods/replication.html   
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