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CJ 201-90: Foundations in Criminology
Course Syllabus
Winter 2015


Instructor:  		Janet T. Davidson, Ph.D.
Email: 			Please use the email function within this course for    
                                    communication.
Phone: 			739-4659
Office: 			Behavioral Sciences #108
Office Hours: 		By appointment 
Class Location: 	 Online 
Course Dates:    	January 12 – March 22, 2015
		           
COURSE INFORMATION:    Course Prerequisites:  None.  Open to non-majors. 
 Catalog Description:
 This course is designed as an introduction to criminology and will explore the definitions of crime and criminals, the nature and extent of crime, and major theories of criminal offending. Throughout the course we will examine specific cases of offending in relation to the theories examined in the course. Additionally, we will address criminal law, the victim, punishment, and crime prevention.  This course develops and assesses the skills and competencies for the General Education Core requirement of demonstrating an understanding of the Behavioral Sciences.
 Student Learning Outcomes:
 At the end of this course, students will demonstrate the ability to: 
· Describe how we measure the nature and extent of crime in the US.
· Describe the major theories of delinquency and criminal offending.
· Describe salient factors of criminal victimization.
· Describe the most promising methods of crime prevention.
· Describe the differences between 'street crime' and 'white- collar crime' and the punishments common to both.
 Reading materials:      
· Required Text:  Adler, Freda, Gerhard O.W. Mueller, and William S. Laufer.  2013.  Criminology.  (8th Edition).  McGraw Hill. 
· Supplementary Materials: You will be required to read additional material during the course of the term.  These readings will be provided for you and will be located in the Doc Sharing Section of the course. Audio assignments will also be posted and links will be provided. 
 

Course Website Address:  http://chaminade.ecollege.com
  Hardware Requirements:  eCollege is accessible from most PCs and Macintosh computers with a reliable internet connection.  You will also need to be able to access video and/or from some external websites or files posted within this course in the Doc Sharing section. You should thus have access to speakers or headphones that allow you to hear audio. You should not take this class if you will not have reliable internet access.
 Software Requirements:  You will need to have some ability to listen to audio in an mp3 format (via Real Player, Media Player, or similar) as well as Acrobat Reader in order to read .pdf files. These can be downloaded without additional costs. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND GRADING
Grading Procedure: You will have four main grading requirements each week, consisting of a quiz, assignment, discussion posting, and reaction discussion posting.  All weekly work will be posted on Monday mornings. Your Weekly discussion postings are due each Friday by10:00 p.m. and the remaining work is due on Sunday evenings by 10:00 p.m., Hawaii time. In addition, your final grade will also consist of a final exam which must be taken on March 22, 2015. The grade for this class is based on a point system. In the end, your final grade consists of the total points you earned on all work as a percentage of the total points available for all work. The best way to keep track of your grade is to keep track of your weekly points which will be posted in the Gradebook section of this course. Make sure to go by your actual earned points to keep track of your grade rather than any listed percentages in eCollege. 
· Weekly Quiz - Multiple Choice (10 total possible points each/total possible points for course = 100 / 22.2% of the final grade.)   Please note that you will have 20 minutes to complete the quiz once you begin.  Questions come from the weekly text reading. Quizzes must be completed by 10:00 p.m. Hawaii time each Sunday. Quizzes are timed, you will have 20 minutes to complete each quiz once you begin. 
· Weekly Discussion Postings. (10 total possible points each/total possible for course = 100 points / 22.2% of the final grade.) These postings should be well written and without slang. Do not write as if these are text messages. Remember, these postings are due each Friday by 10:00 p.m. Hawaii time. 
· Following are guidelines for weekly discussion grades: 
· Excellent = The comment is accurate, original, relevant, teaches us something new or offers a new perspective, and is well written.  Grades of 9 or 10 indicate substantial learning presence to the course and the stimulation of additional thought about the issue under discussion.
· Above Average = The comment lacks at least one of the above qualities, but is above average in quality.  Grades of 8 here indicate that the comments make significant contributions to our understanding of the issue being discussed. 
· Average = The comment lacks 2 or 3 of the required qualities.  Comments which are based upon personal opinion or personal experience often fall within this category. These comments typically receive a grade of 7. (Note: some discussion postings will specifically ask for personal opinion or experience and, thus, do not fall into this category).
· Minimal = The comment presents little or no new information. However, grades of 6 here indicate that the comments may provide important social presence to a collegial atmosphere.
· Unacceptable = The comment adds no value or meaningless value to the discussion. Points here are 5 or less. 
· 10 Weekly Reaction Discussion Postings - You must submit at least one substantive reaction posting to one of your classmate’s postings each week.  Simply responding that you agree to what someone else has posted is not considered a substantive post. Think of these reaction postings as a way to give feedback, respectfully disagree with a fellow student, or to stimulate discussion.  (5 points each / total possible for course = 50 points / 11.1% toward the final grade.) Weekly Reaction Postings must be completed by each Sunday by 10:00 p.m. 
· Weekly Assignments. You will find these assignments posted in the weekly unit, after the discussion posting.  Please submit these assignments via the dropbox for the appropriate week. Make sure to submit these assignments as a .doc, docx, wpd., .txt, or .pdf file. Your work should be thoughtful, well-written, and complete to receive full credit. Guidelines similar to those of the discussion posting grading scores apply here.  You must submit these to the correct dropbox or these will not be graded nor will your assignments be graded if you submit them via email.  Note that unit numbers do not correspond to week numbers so do pay attention and submit these to the correct location to avoid loss of points. (10 total possible points each/total possible for course = 100 points / 22.2% toward the final grade.) Weekly assignments must be completed by 10:00 p.m. Hawaii time each Sunday. 
· Final Exam.  You will have a final exam that must be taken on March 22, 2015. The exam will be online between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. Hawaii time. It is a timed exam. The final exam will be cumulative and will consist of multiple choice, fill in the blank, and essay questions. Content will come from the text and other supplemental material used throughout the course.  (100 possible points - 22.2% toward the final grade.)
  
Point Distribution & Scoring System:                   	     % of Final Grade                 Point distribution
Weekly Quizzes                                                      	      22%                                          100
Assignments                                                         		      22%                                          100
Discussion Postings                                           		      22%                                          100
Reaction Postings                                              		      11%                                            50
Final Exam                                                        		      22%                                          100
                                                                           		    100%                                      450 points
 A = 405-450 points 
B = 360-404 points
C = 315-359 points
D = 270-314 points
F = 269 points and below
  
Note: The percentages in eCollege are not weighted for this class. Do not use these percentages in the grade book to check on your grade. Rather, keep track of the points you earn as an indication of your grade. Your grade is ultimately calculated as the points you have earned / total possible points.
PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS NO EXTRA CREDIT FOR THIS CLASS.
 

ONLINE COURSE CAUTIONS & REMINDERS
 Although this is an online course, it is still a class nonetheless. I expect you to treat this course with the respect that you would a traditional course.  We will all travel through the course together, so please do not ask if you can work ahead.  Please note the following as well:  
1. This is NOT an independent or individualized study. You cannot do the work for this class at your own pace and expect to do well. No late work is accepted. Make sure to stick with the deadlines as outlined in the syllabus.
2. It is not difficult to do well in this course, but it is ultimately up to you to stay up to date on the reading and assignments. 
3. Each semester I have students who seem to be surprised that they actually need to read and do work for this class. Please do keep in mind that this is a college level course and it will be treated as such. 
4. Please note that technological excuses (e.g., computer crash or inability to log on) will NOT be accepted as excuses for late, missing, or incomplete work. As stated earlier, I expect you to have consistent access to a computer and the internet if you have registered for this class. Do not offer any excuses to the contrary.
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Late work is generally not accepted. Acceptance for make-up work for this class is dependent upon a valid excused absence. Generally speaking, a valid excuse is a medical one. If you miss class for any reason and wish to make-up material you must include a note from a medical professional documenting the date(s) and time(s) of the excused absence (regardless of the reason). Telling me that you ‘did not feel well’ or were ‘sick’ is not an enough to excuse an absence from class. Other absences may be excused, with documentation, on a case-by-case basis.

Students who do well in this class are ones who pay attention to detail, ask questions ahead of time for clarity, submit complete and well-written work, on time, and in the correct location.  These students also regularly check email.  You must be self-disciplined to do well in this, and generally any, online course. 
Technical Support:  Contact the Chamiande eCollege helpdesk at helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com or call toll free at 866-647-0654 for technical support.  Students With Disabilities:  It is the student’s responsibility to self identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email at jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.

"Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people.  Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade.  If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly.  As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. 

 Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the following:

·         Personal Counseling Center | 808.735.4845 |
COURSE SCHEDULE
 Tentative course schedule, subject to change based on course progression. 
	
Course Schedule
	 

	Week
	Date
	General Topic / Work Due
	Reading from Text

	1
	January 12, 2015
	The Changing Boundaries of Criminology
1. Introductory Discussion / Course Understanding Agreement
2. Weekly Discussion & Reaction Posting
3. Weekly Quiz
3. Week One Assignment 
**Discussion postings due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 1/16/15 and all other work due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 1/18/15**
	Chapter 1

	2
	January 19, 2015
	Measuring the nature and extent of crime and major schools of thought (explanations) of criminal offending.
1. Weekly Discussion & Reaction Posting
2. Weekly Quiz
3. Week Two Assignment
**Discussion postings due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 1/23/15 and all other work due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 1/25/15**
	Chapters 
2 & 3

	3
	January 26, 2015
	Psychological and Biological explanations of crime and criminal behavior.
1. Weekly Discussion & Reaction Posting
2. Weekly Quiz
3. Week Three Assignment
**Discussion postings due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 1/30/15 and all other work due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 2/1/15**
	Chapter 4

	4
	February 2, 2015
	Strain and cultural deviance theory of criminal offending.
1. Weekly discussion & reaction posting.
2. Weekly quiz.
3. Week four assignment. 
**Discussion postings due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 2/6/15 and all other work due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 2/8/15**
	Chapter 5

	5
	February 9, 2015
	The formation of subcultures and explanations of criminal offending.
1. Weekly discussion & reaction posting.
2. Weekly quiz.
3. Week five assignment. 
**Discussion postings due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 2/13/15 and all other work due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 2/15/15**
	Chapter 6




	6
	February 16, 2015
	A social control theory of crime.
1. Weekly Discussion & Reaction Posting.
2. Weekly Quiz.
3. Week Six Assignment.
**Discussion postings due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 2/20/15 and all other work due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 2/22/15**
	Chapter 7

	7
	February 23, 2015
	Labeling, conflict, and radical theories of criminal offending.
1. Weekly discussion & reaction posting.
2. Weekly quiz.
3. Week seven assignment. 
**Discussion postings due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 2/27/15 and all other work due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 3/1/15**
	Chapter 8

	8
	March 2, 2015
	An environmental theory of crime and violent crime types.
1. Weekly discussion & reaction posting.
2. Weekly quiz.
3. Week eight assignment. 
**Discussion postings due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 3/6/15 and all other work due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 3/8/15**
	Chapters 9 & 10

	9
	March 9, 2015
	Crimes against property, white-collar, and corporate crime.
1. Weekly discussion & reaction posting.
2. Weekly quiz.
3. Week nine assignment. 
**Discussion postings due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 3/13/15 and all other work due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 3/15/15**
	Chapters 11 & 12

	10
	March 16, 2015
	Public order crimes and international & comparative criminology.
1. Weekly discussion & reaction posting.
2. Weekly quiz.
3. Week nine assignment. 
**Discussion postings due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 3/20/15 and all other work due by 10:00 p.m. (Hawaii time) 3/22/15**
	Chapters 13 & 14

	Final Exam: Sunday, March 22, 2015


 Note:  Instructor reserves the right to change the syllabus. Additional readings and assignments may be added during the quarter.
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