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BROADCAST PERFORMANCE

Catalogue Course Description:

This course is a study of the basic principles and techniques in broadcast performance, focusing on its vocal, visual, and performance aspects.  Students will understand both the theory and practice of becoming a professional on-air performer, announcer, interviewer radio and TV host.  Students will practice, practice, practice – with the goal of refining the techniques needed for broadcast performance.

One of the purposes of this class is for students to identify both their strengths and current weaknesses as a broadcast performer.  The goal will be to improve every aspect -- visual, auditory, linguistic, and other skills needed.  Students should expect direct and honest feedback of their performance skills as part of the method of instruction and improvement.  Students will need flexibility and willingness to receive feedback on every aspect of their presentation in order to accurately understand how you are perceived by an audience.  The role, responsibilities and ethics of the modern day on-air personality will be discussed and analyzed.  

Students should come prepared to confront any obstacles that stand in the way of your potential success as a broadcast performer.  Although every effort will be made to deliver feedback in a supportive and nurturing environment, students must remember that in order to improve and succeed, you must be willing to be objective about your performance.  

Textbook:  

Announcing: Broadcast Performance Today – 5th Edition

Authors: Hausman, Benoit, Messere, O’Donnell

Assignments:

Readings from the text, with brief weekly quizzes.  Watching and listening to various on-air personalities in class and on your own.  Students will do a self-determined relevant creative, written and/or performance project with permission from instructor.   

A “creative contract” to determine the nature of this project must be submitted by the third week of class.  Attendance is mandatory and will be taken.  Unexcused absence or lateness will result in deductions from this portion of the grade.

Course Objectives:

* To gain a deeper understanding of the art and craft of broadcast performance

* To be able to identify personal strengths and areas that need improvement

* To gain proficiency in several areas and aspects of broadcast performance

* To increase confidence and competence in broadcast performance

Grading:








Total Possible =100%

Attendance, Attitude and Class Participation

25 %

In-Class Performance Progress - “Star Points”
25%

Weekly Chapter Quizzes



15 %

Creative Project-Written/or Performance

10 %

Final Exam





25% 

A = 90-100

B = 80-89

C = 70-79

D = 50-69

F = 49 points or under

Reading Assignments:

Class #  
Date

One




-- Course Description – Class Syllabus

Two




-- Chapter 1 - The Communicator 

      + Chapter 2 – Improving Your Voice

Three




-- Chapter 5 – Radio Announcing

Four




-- Chapter 3 - Understanding the Message

Five




-- Chapter 4 –Communicating the Message

Six




-- Chapter 6 – News Announcing Basics





            -- Chapter 7 – Television News Ann (P.210)

Seven




--  Chapter 7 – Television News Ann (P.239)



-- Chapter 8 – The Craft of Interviewing

Eight




-- Chapter 9 – TV & Radio Specialties

Nine




-- Chapter 10 – Commercials and Acting

Ten




-- Final Exam

Note:  

There may be changes to this syllabus according to the needs and pace of progress of the class.  There will be notice in the event of a change.

Brief Reminders of Important University-Wide Policies

See Student Handbook 2002-2003 for further details.

Attendance & Classroom Department:

Students are expected to attend all classes.  Instructors must report any absence of two weeks or more to the Office of the Associate Provost and the Registrar.  You should notify me by e-mail or phone if illness prevents you from attending class.  You must make up reading, quizzes, or any other assignments.  Anyone who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.  Students with three or more unexcused absences will loose one letter grade.  You are expected to be punctual, unexcused tardiness will be considered absence.  Cell phones and beepers must be off.

Academic Honesty:

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in or facilitating others’ participation in any act of academic dishonesty.

Freedom of Expression and Opinion:

You are encouraged to have your own thoughts and opinions.  It is not necessary to agree with others or the instructor.  However, you will get the most benefit from this class if you keep an open mind.  If you disagree, you must be able to defend your arguments with reasoned theory.

You are responsible for all the information in this document.  Losing it or not reading it is not an excuse for not knowing what’s in it.

