Course Syllabus

POL 480 Challenges of the 21st Century

 (3 credits) 
Dr. Christopher A. McNally

Associate Professor of Political Economy

Historical and Political Studies, Chaminade University

Henry Hall 208F

Email: Christopher.mcnally@chaminade.edu 

Phone: (808) 739 8367

This course asks students to engage with the profound challenges facing humanity in the 21st Century. These challenges include, among others, the rapid advance of technology, widening global inequalities, weapons of mass destruction, financial crises, the growth of armed extremism, climate change, and geopolitical tensions. In a self-initiated and self-guided fashion, students will focus on one of these major challenges and over the course of the semester assemble a portfolio of research materials to generate a perspective and argument of their own. Students can thus creatively engage in critical thinking which will be assessed by an oral presentation as well as an essay in the style of an opinion editorial. This course is open to all interested students while also serving as an experimental capstone course for International Studies majors in the International Relations track.
Course Learning Outcomes: Using the discipline frames of history, comparative politics, international relations/studies, and political economy, the student will:
1. Demonstrate detailed and applied knowledge as well as practical insights to interpret the developments and challenges facing our contemporary era with multiple views and interpretations that avoid explanations based on historical linearity and/or political inevitability (HI/POL PLO 1, 2, and 3; IS PLO 1-5).

2. Demonstrate an understanding of historical change, continuity, and causality, with a focus on a comprehensive understanding of the dynamics of the contemporary system and its challenges from a global perspective (General Education & HI/POL PLO 1 and 2; IS PLO 1-5).
3. Analyze specific elements shaping the dynamics of politics and governance in the contemporary system from an interdisciplinary perspective while working to produce in-depth investigations and effective oral presentations (General Education & HI/POL PLO 1 and 2; IS PLO 1, 3, and 4).

4. Demonstrate critical thinking competencies, especially by producing a comprehensive analysis and synthesis of an individually created position/argument that is backed by evidence and that takes into account the complexities of an issue. This will be assessed by research and writing of an essay in the style of an opinion-editorial (HI/POL PLO 4; IS PLO 1-5).
Teaching Format: This class is based on a combination of lectures, readings, audiovisual materials, class discussions, self-guided research, and presentations by students. Pro-active student initiated analysis forms an important part of this course, since it allows students to gain important practical insights and enables them to directly apply the knowledge acquired in this course to understanding the challenges facing the contemporary world order. 

Course Schedule (subject to revision)







Week 1 
Tuesday, January 13: Introductions and discussion of course objectives, outline, and requirements

Thursday, January 15: Discussion of student-initiated projects – formulation of topics
Week 2 
Tuesday, January 20: Read Ronald Wright, A Short History of Progress, chapter 1, pp. 1-27
Thursday, January 22: Discussion of student-initiated projects – formulation of topics

Week 3 
Tuesday, January 27: Read Ronald Wright, A Short History of Progress, chapter 2, pp. 29-53
Thursday, January 29: Discussion of student-initiated projects – presentation of research materials 

Week 4 
Tuesday, February 3: Read Ronald Wright, A Short History of Progress, chapter 3, pp. 75-79
Thursday, February 5: Discussion of student-initiated projects – presentation of research materials

Week 5 

Tuesday, February 10: Read Ronald Wright, A Short History of Progress, chapter 4. pp. 81-106
Thursday, February 12: Discussion of student-initiated projects – presentation of research materials

Week 6 
Tuesday, February 17: Viewing of “Dr. Strangelove, Or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb” (PART I)
Thursday, February 19: Viewing of “Dr. Strangelove, Or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb” (PART II) & discussion
Week 7 
Tuesday, February 24: Read Ronald Wright, A Short History of Progress, final chapter, pp. 107-132
Thursday, February 26: Discussion of student-initiated projects – presentation of research materials

Week 8 
Tuesday, March 3: Read Robert M. Sapolsky, “A Natural History of Peace,” Foreign Affairs, January/February 2006 & Jack A. Goldstone, “The New Population Bomb,” Foreign Affairs, January/February 2010
Thursday, March 5: Viewing of “Surviving Progress” (Part I)
Week 9 
Tuesday, March 10: Read Niall Ferguson, “Complexity and Collapse,” Foreign Affairs, March/April 2010; Richard Feinberg, “The World Turned Upside Down: The Complex Partnership Between China and Latin America,” Foreign Affairs, January/February 2014 & G. John Ikenberry, “Civilization: The West and the Rest,” Foreign Affairs, November/December 2011

Thursday, March 12: Viewing of “Surviving Progress” (Part II) & discussion of documentary and student-initiated projects
Week 10 

Tuesday, March 17: Read Francis Fukuyama, “Women and the Evolution of World Politics,” Foreign Affairs, September/October 1998 & Barbara Ehrenreich, Katha Pollitt, et al. “Fukuyama's Follies: So What if Women Ruled the World?” Foreign Affairs, January/February 1999

Thursday, March 19: Discussion of student-initiated projects – formulation of oral presentation case studies
Spring Break

Week 11 
Tuesday, March 31: Viewing of “AI – Artificial Intelligence” or “Contagion”
Thursday, April 2: Cont’d viewing of “AI – Artificial Intelligence” or “Contagion” & discussion of student-initiated projects – formulation of oral presentation case studies 
Week 12 
Tuesday, April 7: Read Jerry Z. Muller, “Capitalism and Inequality,” Foreign Affairs, March/April 2013 & Diane Coyle, “Beyond GDP,” Foreign Affairs, February 2014; John Delury, “Austerity with Chinese Characteristics,” Foreign Affairs, August 2013; Reviews of Thomas Piketty, Capital in the Twenty-First Century (on eCollege).
Thursday, April 9: Discussion of student-initiated projects – presentation of opinion-editorial topics and arguments

Week 13 
Tuesday, April 14: Student presentations of case studies
Thursday, April 16: Student presentations of case studies
Week 14 
Tuesday, April 21: Student presentations of case studies
Thursday, April 23: Student presentations of case studies
Week 15 

Tuesday, April 28: Review session for final test 

Thursday, April 30: Final test & opinion editorials/research portfolios due
________________________________________________________________________

Required Texts:

1. Ronald Wright, A Short History of Progress, New York: Carroll & Graf Publishers, 2005; ISBN-13: 978-0786715473
2. Selected readings from Foreign Affairs and book reviews available on eCollege (as scanned PDFs); Foreign Affairs articles can also be directly downloaded from the CUH library individually.
Student Evaluation:

The course will emphasize analytical thinking and include a variety of tasks to be completed. The course grade will be based on one final test, oral participation & attendance, self-guided research, one case study presentation, and one short analytical writing project in the style of an opinion editorial. The following describes each of these tasks:

1. Oral Participation and Attendance (20 points): Class participation is an essential part of taking advantage of the student-initiated and –guided process that underlies this course. While difficult to measure, class participation will be understood to consist of three basic elements: first, class attendance (a prerequisite for actually participating in discussions); second, having engaged with the readings and points of view put forward by classmates while listening carefully and attentively; and third, participating actively in class discussions, presenting creative and thoughtful ideas, and leading discussions, especially when issues pertaining to personal interest or knowledge are involved. 
Attendance Policy: Please note that two (2) absences are allowed; additional absences will incur a two (2) point deduction from the oral participation and attendance grade. Coming more than 15 minutes late to class is considered one absence. Virtually no participation will also be reflected in the final course grade.
2. Final (25 points): This will be a multiple-choice test, assessing the understanding and knowledge students have acquired concerning key concepts, relationships, and case study materials in the fields of history, comparative politics, international relations/studies, and political economy. Students can only miss this test for an emergency that will have to be proven by sufficient evidence. Make-up tests will NOT be entitled to bonus points and may be subject to a three point deduction for failure to take the test on the originally scheduled date and time.
3. Research Project Presentation (20 points): Students will be required to make a summary oral presentation on their selected topic/case study regarding one of the major challenges facing humanity in the 21st Century. This includes the generation of a power point presentation on the selected case. 
Presentations should last at the very maximum 30 minutes for individual presentations. Points are awarded for the quality and style of the actual presentation in class. They encompass three tasks: A.) a thorough review of the selected challenge and its implications; B.) a coherent critique of the main points of view regarding this particular challenge, its importance, and potential future impacts; and C.) a personal analysis of this challenge by the student, previewing the major arguments that will be put forward in the essay in the style of an opinion-editorial.
4. Opinion Editorial (25 points): Each student will be asked to conduct research and write a 750 word essay in the style of an opinion-editorial (points will be deducted for opinion editorials that are more than 10% above the word limit). The paper should be single-spaced and in a normal size font (12-13 pt) with reasonable margins.

The editorial should possess a clear argument that is backed by sufficient evidence and structured logically. Its focus should derive from the topic of the research portfolio and case study oral presentation students have selected. Students should thus draw on the materials presented and discussed in class, as well as published works and/or websites not discussed in class. The opinion editorial should also include the research portfolio at the end with a list of all major sources (in a widely accepted reference style) that were consulted during the process of assembling the research portfolio (no footnotes or direct references are necessary for the essay itself). The 750 word opinion editorial will be due on the last day of class. 
In addition to writing the essay in the style of an opinion editorial, students will also have the opportunity to present in class short initial proposals outlining their major arguments and lines of reasoning for the opinion editorial. A structured presentation of all selected topics will occur during the 12th week of class. 

5. Research Portfolio (10 points): Over the course of the semester students will assemble a research portfolio of selected sources, including newspapers, web-based publications, and academic journals/books. Materials can also include audiovisual files and opinion editorials addressing the student’s chosen topic. Students will hand this portfolio in during the last day of class. It will consist of a list of all major sources (in a widely accepted reference style) that were consulted during the process of assembling the research portfolio, and therefore also used in putting together the case study oral presentation and essay in the style of an opinion-editorial.
Assessment and Grading

A = 90% or higher; B = 80% - 89%; C = 70% - 79%; D = 60% - 69%; F = 59% or less

________________________________________________________________________
Course Ground Rules
General guidelines for student behavior at Chaminade University are provided in the Student Handbook. If you wish to contact the instructor, please do so by using the professor’s Chaminade email account at: christopher.mcnally@chaminade.edu. Do not use eCollege or any other email account to contact the professor. Please:
1. Always include a subject line. 
2. Be careful in wording your emails. Always be as precise as possible. 

3. Use standard fonts and formats. 

If it is an emergency, you can contact the instructor via phone (though email is still best, since I check it often). 

Academic Honesty

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of dishonesty to an instructor or to a University official. Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism (see Student Handbook on Plagiarism, pp. 19-20). Questions of academic dishonesty in a particular class are first reviewed by the instructor who must make a report with recommendations to the relevant Dean. Consequences for academic dishonesty may range from an “F” grade for the work in question to an “F” grade for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University.

Students with Disabilities

It is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations. Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services. Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email: jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.

Characteristics of a Marianist Education

The following are characteristics of the approach to education engaged at Marianist schools, including Chaminade University:

(  Educate for formation in faith

(  Provide an integral quality education

(  Educate in family spirit

(  Educate for service, justice and peace

(  Educate for adaptation and change

Instructor Background Information

Prof. Christopher A. McNally is an Associate Professor of Political Economy at Chaminade University and Adjunct Senior Fellow at the East-West Center in Honolulu, USA. His research focuses on comparative capitalisms, especially the nature and logic of China’s capitalist transition. He is also working on a book project that studies the implications of China’s capitalist reemergence on the global order. He received his Ph.D. in political science from the University of Washington and has edited four volumes, including an examination of China’s political economy: China’s Emergent Political Economy – Capitalism in the Dragon’s Lair (Routledge, 2008). He also has authored numerous book chapters, policy analyses, editorials and articles in journals such as World Politics, The China Quarterly, Business and Politics, Communist and Post-Communist Studies, and Comparative Social Research.

Syllabus Modification

This syllabus is only a plan. The instructor may modify the plan during the course. The requirements of the course may be altered from those appearing in the syllabus. Further, the plan contains criteria by which the student’s progress and performance in the course will be measured. These criteria may also be changed.
________________________________________________________________________
APPENDIX I: Examples of 21st. Century Challenges 

Geopolitical challenges:

1. The rise of new global powers, such as China and other developing economies

2. The challenge of a resurgent Russia

3. Armed Islamic extremists and terror groups

4. Regional geopolitical tensions, especially across Eurasia and North Africa

5. Weapons of mass destruction: nuclear, biological, cyber-based, etc.

6. Competition over new frontiers in space, under the oceans, at the poles, etc.

7. Governing the global commons (also part of biosphere challenges)

Geo-economic challenges:

1. How to sustain globalization?

2. Recurrent financial crises – booms and busts
3. The governance of the international monetary system – the future of the US dollar

4. Global inequalities and their consequences

5. “Spread” and “Bounty” – skill-biased technological change
6. Demographic challenges, especially large differences in population growth rates globally and their consequences
Biosphere challenges:

1. Threat of global “ecocide” and civilization collapse – as in Collapse (8+4 challenges) (Diamond, 2005) and A Short History of Progress (Wright, 2005)
2. How to govern the global commons, such as the oceans, watersheds, the atmosphere, and space

3. Bioengineered organisms (beyond GMO?) and their potential impact
4. Resource peaks and future resource availability

Geo-technological challenges:

1. Artificial intelligence

2. The Singularity

3. Global cyber-integration and its vulnerabilities

4. Bioengineered organisms, such as in weaponized viruses

5. New weapons of mass destruction, as well as the spread of technologies for already available weapons of mass destruction

Geo-ideational challenges:

1. Our era and the ethical questions surrounding it 

2. Is there a vision for the future of humanity? What are its ethics, propositions, and ambitions?

3. Challenges to old ideologies, especially the ossified (neo-)liberalism versus social democracy debate

4. New extremist and radicalized ideologies, such as Islamic fundamentalism, neo-fascist movements, green extremism, etc.
5. New conceptions of the basic building blocs of humanity in terms of the role of women, family, life, and death
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