Course: HI 151-World Civilizations 


Instructor:  Frank Bailey

Time:  Online





Email:
  fbailey@chaminade.edu

Place:  Internets




Phone: 739-8531

Semester:  Spring 




Office Hours:  Henry 206-G

World Cultures in Perspective

Texts:  Adler, World Civilizations Volume I: to 1700

Scope of the Course:  This course will study the origins, development, achievements, transformations, and the passing of several of the world’s major civilizations from the formation of these early societies through the 1600’s.  We will sample broadly from various regions; however, our emphasis will not necessarily be chronological or even a simple narration of “facts” and dates.  Rather, we shall focus upon a critical examination of the key social, cultural, political and economic practices and institutions that allowed past societies to comprehend and confront such universal concerns as survival, government, law, gender, relations, the nature of God(s) and the pursuit of a better life. 

Course Learning Outcomes:  At the conclusion of this course, each student will be able to;

· Demonstrate an understanding of change, continuity and causality by employing chronology as well as cause and effect regarding the birth of civilizations across the globe

· Demonstrate an understanding of historical empathy by judging the past on its own terms and in so doing better understand present-day issues, problems, politics, and decision making that confront different societies in different regions of the world

· Demonstrate an understanding of an awareness of multiple perspectives and interpretations, recognizing that there exists many different modes of understanding world history

· Demonstrate an understanding of multi-cultural insight by being able to see, assess, and/or appreciate issues from perspectives other than those defined by one’s own cultural background.
In addition, while gaining a better understanding of the world we live in this course is focused on developing critical skills that are necessary for your further development as a student and a person within this increasingly global community.  As such this course also seeks to develop better 

· Critical thinking

· Comprehensive reading,

· Analytical reasoning 

· and persuasive writing skills 

while studying world history.  

Readings:  More than anything else, this course is designed around readings and discussions.  You need to keep up with the readings or else it can become overwhelming.

Requirements:  There are several requirements for this course.  In addition to keeping up with the background readings in the textbook, you are required to post at least one response to each chapter’s discussion question.  You are also required to take a short 5-10 question quiz per chapter.
Grading: There are a total of 120 quiz questions worth a total of 240 points.  Your final exam is worth 150 points.  Bellow is the grade scale for the course.

A = 390-350 

C = 309-270


B = 349-310 

D = 269-230

Any students who earn less than 230 points will receive and F for the course.

Please note that all written assignments must be handed in on time.  You will have 4 opportunities to hand in your two essay assignments so no late papers will be accepted.
Attendance:  Students are expected to be on time and in attendance at all class sessions.  For each class missed there shall be a ten-point penalty assessed.

Class Schedule

Week 1
Introductions



Chapter 1: Prehistory

Week 2
Chapter 2: Mesopotamia



Chapter 3: Egypt

Week 3
Chapter 4: Early India



Chapter 5: The Near East

Week 4
Chapters 6: Ancient China



Chapter 7: The Agrarian Revolution
Week 5
Chapter 8: The Greek Adventure



Chapter 9: Hellenistic Civilization
Week 6
Chapters 10 and 11: Rome

Week 7 
Chapter 12: Classical India
Week 8
Chapter 13: Imperial China
Week 9
Chapter 14: Pre-Columbian Americas
Week 10
Chapters 15 and 16: Islam
Week 11
Chapter 17: Africa to the 1400s
Week 12
Chapter 18: The Mongols 
Week 13
Chapter 19: Japan and Southeast Asia

Week 14
Chapters 20 and 21: The Middle Ages
Week 15
Chapters 22 and 23, Age of Exploration and Religious Divisions

Week 16
Final Exam
This is a tentative schedule subject to change.
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