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RE211 THE BIBLE AS CONTROVERSY
Spring Semester 2015
Online through eCollege
Instructor:  Kristina Stone    
   e-mail:  kstone@chaminade.edu
 
DESCRIPTION:
Ancient scriptural documents have erupted into modern controversies, ranging from questions over biblical fundamentalism to the meaning of Jesus in contemporary times.  Questions concerning the creation stories, the monarchy of Israel, the movement of Jesus the Jew, the writings of Paul, and the historical and contemporary uses and abuses of the Bible will be examined in detail. (quoted from Chaminade University catalog)
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES:
1.        The student will demonstrate an understanding of the context of biblical theology in the Christian community as well as within the larger world community.
2.        The student will, through interpretation, comparison, and explanation of the course content demonstrate personal growth and adaptability in their faith life.
3.        The student will compare and contrast gospel and societal values and explain the ongoing encounters that affirm some secular and cultural values and challenge others.
4.        The student will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship of Judeo-Christianity and other major world religions. 
 
 
REQUIREMENTS:
1.         Presence and active participation each week through our online eCollege course web site.  We have a course textbook, The Bible Blueprint by Joe Paprocki.  A former textbook, Reading The Bible by Timothy Carmody is available to you at CCPI and will have a few assigned chapters and I will be posting additional reading materials throughout the semester.
2.        Completion of all assignments, quizzes and final exam.
3.        Academic Honesty:  Chaminade University has a very strict policy on academic honesty and plagiarism.  All direct or paraphrased quotes from the work of others must be acknowledged either within the paper or in a works cited page.  No resubmission of plagiarized work will be accepted and the student will be given a zero for that assignment.




 
GRADING:
5 quizzes at 100 points each……………………………………………………500
15 weekly discussions or assignments at 30 points eachweek*………..…..450
Final exam…………………………………………………………….…………..250
Total points for the class………………………….…………………………....1200
*to earn the full 30 points each week that has a discussion, a minimum of 3 postings must be submitted during the week, one of which is your original answer to the week’s question and two comments on responses posted by your classmates or by me.  If the week has an assignment just your original answer will be required.  Unless you have an excused absence during the week of the assignment (which means I must have an email from Father Rosendo, your course peer tutor or another administrator from CCPI) no late postings will be accepted for points.  I will have the dates clearly stated on each week’s assignment.
 
Grading Scale:
During the semester you will be able to see the total points you have earned in the Grade Book section of eCollege.  Final grades will be given on the following scale:
1080-1200 = A
960-1079  =  B
840-959   =   C
720-839   =   D
Below 719 =  F
                         
REQUIRED READING MATERIALS: 
Textbook The Bible Blueprint by Joe Paprocki.  Assigned chapters from Reading The Bible by Timothy Carmody (former textbook that is still available at CCPI)
Handouts that will be posted in the document sharing section of our class.
 
Schedule and Topics
 
Week of:
January 5    Introduction to course and of ourselves, general information on the Bible
 
January 12    The Bible Blueprint chapters 1 and 2
 
January 19    No class Monday; overview of the Old Testament from posted notes
 
January 26     Bible Blueprint chapter 3, notes/handouts posted about the   Pentateuch.  The Pentateuch is the first 5 books in the Bible.
 
February 2   Watch the video “Joseph” which I have sent to CCPI and review for next week’s quiz.
February 9  Quiz #1, Monday Feb. 9, be in class on time, no make up quizzes given!  Feb. 11/13 Bible Blueprint chapter 4, notes on historical books of the Bible.
          
 February 16  Presidents Day and Ash Wednesday holidays, Friday Feb. 20 more discussion on historical books of the Bible.
                
 February 23   Watch video Esther, review for quiz

March 2   Quiz #2 Monday, be in class on time, no make up quizzes given!,  Bible Blueprint chapter 5, handout on the Prophets.
 
March 9    Read Carmody chapter 6 on the Prophets of the Old Testament.

March 16  Monday review for quiz, Wednesday Quiz #3 (be in class on time, no  make up quizzes given)  Friday intro to the New Testament.
               
March 23-27    Spring Break  
                      
 March 30       Carmody Chapter 8, Notes/handouts on New Testament Gospels, Bible Blueprint chapter 6.  No class April 3 for Good Friday
 
April 6             Monday/Wednesday review for quiz #4 on Friday April 10 over Gospels and Acts.
 
April 13          Monday notes on the Letters of Paul, Wednesday/Friday watch video on Peter and Paul
 
April 20          Bible Blueprint chapter 7 and 8
 
April 27          Quiz #5 on Letters of Paul Friday May 1

May 4          Study Week, review for final.  Review sheet and notes will be given.
 
May 11         Final exam sometime this week as scheduled by CCPI.
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