CHAMINADE  UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU
Fall Day Session – Chuuk Campus
August 25 – December 12, 2014

COURSE:  RE/ENV 431: Environmental Ethics
INSTRUCTOR:     Grant Arnold	 
CLASSROOM:     Online                           	
OFFICE HOURS:  Via email
PHONE:     (808) 343-2134	E-MAIL:  kabagrant@yahoo.com
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  COURSE OVERVIEW



Catalog Description: 
The course examines religious perspectives on environmental ethical issues within the context of an inter-religious dialogue in the field of environmental studies, with particular attention paid to contemporary issues.  The goals are to assist students in their study and understanding of the personal and social dimensions of these ethical perspectives and learn effective methods for dealing with relevant environmental issues.  This course fulfills the interdisciplinary capstone course requirement.

Orientation:
This study is presented as an interactive, cooperative learning experience. The online format will provide a look at contemporary environmental issues and how they are viewed and addressed through various intercultural and faith perspectives. Class discussions, student presentations and periods of guided self-reflection are included to accompany one’s personal growth in developing a more ethically informed environmental lifestyle. Students are expected to actively participate in class activities, and in at least one (1) out of class environmental project.  

Required Text:    
· Ip, King-Tak, editor, Environmental Ethics: Intercultural Perspectives, Rodopi, Amsterdam-New York, 2009. ISBN: 978-90-420-2595-0
	
Supplementary Materials/External Links and Readings: 
· Chuuk State Environmental Protection Act: faolex.fao.org/docs/html/mic78934.htm

Course Requirements: 
· Internet connection (DSL, LAN, or cable connection desired)
· Access to eCollege
· Familiarity with Microsoft Word and Microsoft Powerpoint

This course will be delivered entirely online via the course management system eCollege (http://chaminade.ecollege.com)

In the event that technical difficulties disrupt access or utilization of the web board, the instructor may elect to utilize e-mail to conduct discussions and maintain dialogue. 
 
Technical Support:  For technical questions: contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at: helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com

Library:  Chaminade library www.chaminade.edu/library

Methodology:  Instruction is through online discussions and other material as posted on eCollege. The role of the instructor in a course that operates in an online environment is to facilitate and invite discussion. The instructor will present additional material not in the text or assigned readings, clarify material contained in the text and encourage students to engage in critical thinking. 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES




Student Learning Outcomes
General Education Learning Outcomes
1. Demonstrate an understanding of environmental ethics, its historical development and associated contemporary issues that we face today.  Students will also seek to demonstrate how environmental ethics is positioned within the broader Christian and human traditions.
2. Demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives.

Program Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course students will demonstrate an understanding of:
1. Environmental ethics and theology, its historical development and views on ecology,  and ecological spirituality, referencing broader Christian and human traditions;
2. a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning as seen from the perspectives of ecology and environmental spirituality that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives;
3. how religions and cultures interact with each other, affecting environmental values, policies and creative responses to the contemporary ecological crises;
6. an awareness of the uniqueness of Polynesia and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions as they try to live responsibly within this region’s fragile ecological systems. 

Course Learning Outcomes
Students will also be able to:
· Understand and appreciate the varied positions of Christianity and other major world religions on environmental ethics and spirituality (GELO 1; PLO 2,3,6).
· Examine various alternatives and possibilities that environmental problems may be resolved through the positive interpretation and application of religious doctrines to environmental ethical practices (GELO 1; PLO 3).
· Through reflective engagement with course content, be encouraged in personal growth and adaptation in creating new environmentally responsible lifestyles (GELO 2: PLO 2).

Service Learning General Outcomes linked to this course are:
· Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between academic work and real-life situations.
· Demonstrate the understanding and commitment to their role in issues of public concern.

Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity
The five Characteristics of Marianist Universities are:  
· Educate for formation in faith;
· Provide an integral quality education;
· Educate for family spirit;
· Educate for service, justice and peace; and
· Educate for adaptation and change.

Through reflecting on these themes in this class, students will demonstrate the ability to integrate reasoning of moral values based on faith to action towards greater environmental respect and protection.
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Attendance:  Attendance consists of weekly collaborative participation in the online learning experiences.  Your online participation is a necessary part of this class and much of your performance in class will be based off of this.

Homework:  This course is organized into 15 sessions. Students should plan to spend approximately 3 hours per week online exploring and examining internet sites and related materials, reading and responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, you should plan to spend an equal amount of time offline, reading the text, researching, and reflecting over course concepts. 


Discussion Forums - 3 Responses/Week:  A substantial portion of the final grade is based on online participation in the Discussion Forum.  Discussion forum posts must be completed by the dates outlined below.  Points will be deducted for late posts.

Overview of Course Week:  Our course week extends from Sunday through Saturday.  Each Sunday, announcements and supplementary resources for the upcoming week are posted in the “Course Home” section.  Course activities follow a recurring format throughout the term.   Typically, weekly course activities adhere to the format below:   

	Sunday 
	Weekly course content posted and criteria

	by Wednesday (midnight)
	First post due.  Students compose and post own in-depth response to the discussion. 

	by Friday (midnight)
	Second post due.  Students build on class discussion by responding with an insight, affirmation, agreement, request for clarification, or explanation of personal disagreement at least one classmate’s post.

	by Saturday (midnight)
	Third post due.  Students respond to the questions, comments or observations other students have posted in response to your contribution to the discussion.

	by Saturday (midnight)
	Quizzes to be completed.  All other assignments; papers, etc. due as specified below. 

	Due Date (four days later)   
	Graded assignments (paper, projects) are scored and returned.



In addition to checking at least once a day for notes, etc, the main days the instructor will be checking online are Sunday; Tuesday and Friday (for discussion forum/ quizzes, etc.)  

Rubric for Quality Online Participation: Quality participation consists not in simply the number of times a note is posted, but by the overall degree of intellectual engagement demonstrated.

	
	Excellent
30-25 points
	Good
24-20 points
	Acceptable
19-14 points
	Needs Improvement
Less than 13 points

	Quality of Initial Post
	Posts are made in a timely manner, insightful, relevant to the topic and supported with cites from the readings and other references
	Posts are made in a timely manner, related to the topic and make some reference to the readings.
	Posts are made in a timely manner, occasionally made off topic, without substantially contributing to the discussion.
	Posts are not completed on time and do not relate to the topic

	Content Support and References
	Comments are supported by readings or other researched references and personal experience
	Comments are supported with some references and personal experience
	Comments are based on personal experience, but without any reference to readings or research
	Opinions shared without any supporting evidence or experience

	Quality of Responding Posts
	Uses meaningful comments to bring new insights, experiences and questions to enrich discussion; uses fair and balanced comments even if in disagreement
	Expresses insights, experiences and questions to keep the discussion going; occasionally lacking connection to the topic; uses fair and balanced comments even if in disagreement
	Connection to the topic is unclear; minimal expression of new ideas or related questions; comments on occasion are not open to understanding
	Expression of comments and questions unclear and off-topic; a lack of respect of others evidenced in comments

	Mechanics
	Posts are consistently grammatically correct with few misspellings
	Posts have a few grammatical or spelling errors
	Posts are written haphazardly with multiple grammatical and spelling errors
	Posts suffer from consistently poor grammar and spelling



Environmental Service Presentation & Research Paper: The purpose of the project is for students to creatively apply knowledge from the classroom to real life experience. Student groups will choose a research topic on the problems and issues of environmental ethical practices relating to human health and sustainability in society. We will create a list of topics to choose from in class together.

Project Requirements:
Group Presentations: Student groups are to create a 3-7 minute informative video, or an approximately 20 slide powerpoint to share their project through.  This presentation should also include all research done.

Individual students are to write a five page report/paper about the project and their personal experience with it.  The content of this report should include, but not be limited to:
· the personal reasons of choosing this topic for research
· the significance of this topic to environmental issues
· [bookmark: _GoBack]objective data (research) on the topic
· foundations for your ethical positions
· recommendations for future action
· bibliography page (at least 5 sources to be cited)
Format for the Report : The paper must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1 inch margins with required and appropriate citations using a consistent style. If using WordPerfect or Notepad, files must be converted to Microsoft Word document or html format.

Extra Credit: May be possible- will discuss in class.



.


GRADE CALCULATION




     Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.  
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, videos, research and outside class activities;
· critical application and accuracy of content;
· thoroughness of answers in quizzes, reflective assignments and research;
· continuing development of understanding.
Grade Calculation:
	Item
	Quantity
	Points Available

	Online Participation / Discussion Forums- weekly
	12 forums
	360

	Midterm 
	1
	200

	Group Environmental Service Project 
	1
	120

	Individual Research Paper
	1
	120

	Final Exam
	1
	200

	
	Total:
	1000



Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 90-100%; B: 80-89%; C: 70-79%; D: 63-69%; F: 0-62%

The instructor reserves the right to adjust the point scale in the event that fewer assignments are required of the students because of adequate demonstration of knowledge. The percentage will remain the same.

Late Work:  Students are expected to assume responsibility for knowing, observing and meeting assignment deadlines as described in the course schedule. Points will be deducted for late posts and assignments (e.g. if the first post is not up by Wednesday 11:59PM, and the second post by Saturday 11:59PM) unless properly excused. 
It is the students' responsibility to provide the instructor with verifiable documentation for any extraordinary circumstances that prevent the submission of assignments on time, and to present a plan to complete missed deadlines and/or assignments missed to the instructor for approval.   
Incompletions and Withdrawal: Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.
COURSE SCHEDULE- Subject to Change


 

	Date:
	Content
	Reading 

	Part I:
	Philosophical Framework for Environmental Ethics:
	

	Week 1
Aug. 25-30
*Add/drop until Sept. 5th
	Introduction:  Culture and Religion

	 Welcome to RE 346! 
Assignments:
1)  Write an Introduction to yourself.  (See criteria above) Post under “Introductions” by August 27th. 
2)  Discussion 1: Post your individual response by August 27th  to the following:
a) What are the top five environmental issues your area is facing today?
b) Describe for me the traditional practices of “pwua” and “mechen”.


	Week 2
Aug. 31-
Sept. 6
*Sept. 1-Labor Day
	How do religious beliefs and/or indigenous cultural perspectives influence beliefs about the environment and result in implications for sustainable living (or not)?
	Short week: 
Reading handout on ecollege.  Continue on discussions and themes from week 1.  


	Week 3
Sept.7-13
	Environmental Ethics 101:
Normative Values, Anthropomorphic, Consequentialism, Deontology and Virtue Ethics.
	Read Chapt.1 only to page 12 and handout in ecollege.
Begin preparing Project and Paper topics.



	Week 4
Sept.14-20
*4th Week grades due
	Environmental Ethics 101:
Normative Values, Anthropomorphic, Consequentialism, Deontology and Virtue Ethics- What do they mean?

	Read Chapt. 1 pages 12-21.
*Note- don’t be fooled by the small number of pages.  This book is dense- very detailed reading needed.  Take your time.


	Week 5
Sept.21-27
	The Grand Everything and You:
Taylor and Kant

	Read Chapt. 2 pages 23-27 and handouts on ecollege.


	Week 6
Sept.28-
Oct. 4
*Oct. 1- Chuuk State Constitution Day, holiday
	The Grand Everything and the Divine
Teleology
	Read Chapt. 2 pages 27-38
Project Groups Assigned


	Week 7
Oct. 5-11
	Beauty is in the Eye of the Beholder- Aesthetic Ethics

	Read Chapt. 3 and prepare for midterm

	
Week 8
Oct. 12-18
*8th Week grades due
	
Midterm- mid week

	
Midterm review beginning of week.


	Part II:
	Environ. Ethics & Areas of Environmental Concern:
	

	Week 9
Oct. 19-25
*Oct. 24- United Nations Day, hoiday (Chuuk)
	Big Issues- Climate Change
	Read Chapt. 5 and ecollege handouts


	Week 10
Oct. 26-
Nov. 1
*Nov. 1- All Saints Day, no classes at CCPI
	Environmental Service Project Work

	You get this week to do your Environmental Service Project and work on the presentations.  Discussion forums open to assist and develop group presentations

	Week 11
Nov. 2-8
*Nov. 7- Last day to withdraw
	Environmental Ethics and Religion- Islam



	Read Chapt. 6-  We’ll cherry pick this chapter and have handouts on ecollege..
 
Also use this week to finalize presentation.  

	Week 12
Nov. 9-15
	*Group Research Presentations Due- submit to ecollege by Monday.
Post the videos or powerpoints on ecollege
	Students must make at least one comment on each Presentation this week in discussion forums
Don’t forget about the paper…

	Week 13
Nov. 16-22
	Environmental Ethics and Religion- Daoism
	Read Chapts 8 and 9  We’ll cherry pick these chapters.


	Week 14
Nov. 23-29
*Nov. 27-28: Thanksgiving holidays
	Environmental Ethics and Religion-
Buddhism
	Read Chapt. 7 We’ll cherry pick this chapter and have handouts on ecollege..
*Individual Research Paper Due- submit to ecollege by Wednesday

	Week 15
Nov. 30-
Dec. 6
*Dec. 5- Last day of instruction for graduating students
	Last Week of School
	Review for Exam and Wrap Ups/Conclusion

	Week 16
Dec. 9-12
	Final Exam
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Americans With Disabilities Act:  Before the second week of class, it is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  

Academic Integrity
Plagiarism:  The Chaminade University of Honolulu General Catalog states that: 

"Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:
	1.  Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without 	    	     proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not 	                                         	     sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement of the source of a 	  	     text is always mandatory.
	2.  Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.
	3.  Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the 	   	     original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment 	  	     that has been prepared by another individual.
This policy statement means that students are not allowed to submit the work of another as their own, that altering the work of another for presentation as one's own constitutes plagiarism, and that all sources must be properly cited. If a student commits plagiarism, or fails to properly cite all sources, then the student will receive no credit for the assignment and the Academic Dean will be notified accordingly.
If there is any doubt about whether or not the use or submission of a particular work constitutes plagiarism, contact the instructor for guidance and assistance.

This includes use of the text in responding to the questions based on readings from the text. In answering the questions you are expected to include citations for the text and indicate when you are using the words of the author. You are encouraged to read and summarize the text in your own words, connecting the reading to your own experience. 

Note:  Syllabus subject to change.
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