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	EDUC 660 Introduction to Exceptional Children (FA14) Schedule

	Before 
Week 1
	Introductions, share a little about yourself. 

In addition, copy, paste, and put your name to the syllabus acknowledgement form 
and post.


	10/6
Week 1



	* DIFFERENT WAYS TO ADDRESS THE LEARNING NEEDS OF EXCEPTIONAL LEARNERS

A.  Differentiation Discussion: After reading Tomlinson's chapters 1 and 2 comment on one or more of the following:
1. What differentiated instruction is NOT
2. What differentiated instruction IS
3. A new image to keep in mind
4. How people best learn: the engine that drives effective differentiation
5. Looking at a classroom through many eyes
6. Understanding the needs of advanced learners
7. Understanding the needs of struggling learners
8. Differentiating learning experiences to address academic diversity
➢ Reflect and discuss in 150-200 words, single-spaced, 12 font.  Respond to two others. 
No attachments please, copy and paste.

B.  Understanding by Design (UDL) Watch the video on YouTube titled, ‘UDL at a Glance’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDvKnY0g6e4 
 
Go to the Center for Applied Special Technology (CAST) website- http://cast.org/ and click on ‘What is Universal Design for Learning (UDL)’. Summarize the UDL approach toward teaching and learning. Respond to two others. 
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Week 2

	Read Exceptional Learners: Introduction to Special Education, Chapters 1 & 2

Respond to the chapter 1 prompt. (250-300 words, single-spaced, 12 font)  
Reference the text and include the page numbers in your response

Read and respond to 2 other students. 

· Chapter 1- Exceptionality and Special Education – Outline the history of special education. 
Discuss two of more practices or ideas that were prevalent in the past that we no longer use today.
· Chapter 2- Read this chapter carefully. It will be the basis for your midterm assignment on IDEA 2004 described in the syllabus. 

Differentiation Discussion:  After reading Tomlinson's chapters 3 and 4 comment on one or more of the following:
1. The teacher's role in a differentiated classroom
2. Best practice accounts for varied learners
3. Learning to lead a differentiated classroom
4. Differentiated instruction: rules of thumb
5. Characteristics of an effective learning community
6. Paving the way for respect and success
➢ Reflect and discuss in approximately 200 words, single-spaced, 12 font.  Respond to two others
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Week 3
	Read Exceptional Learners: Introduction to Special Education, Chapters 3 & 4
· Chapter 3- Multicultural and Bilingual Aspects of Special Education 
· Chapter 4- Parents and Families

· Read article in docshare titled: Seven Teaching Strategies for Classroom Teachers of ELLs by Judie Haynes in preparation for chapter 3, week 3. After reading chapter 3, you will select two strategies (from the article and/or textbook) for ELLs you feel would be effective in a classroom setting.  List these strategies and your reasons for selecting them (check to see if there is any research to support your choice). Describe how you would implement these 2 strategies to assist your ELLs before or during a particular lesson. For example, if you plan to do a lesson on how simple machines (e.g., wedge, pulley, screw) use forces (pushes and pulls) to do work (a 3rd grade science benchmark), you might chose 1) cooperative learning groups and 2) modify vocabulary instruction by providing instruction on new vocabulary words ahead of time.  You would then elaborate on why you chose them and how you would implement them. Post under Exceptional Learners link, week 3. 

 Differentiation Discussion: After reading Tomlinson's chapters 5 and 6 comment on one or more of the following:
1. Ms. Eames and her 1st graders
2. Mrs. Riley and her 3rd graders
3. Mr. Blackstone and his 6th graders
4. Ms. Jeffries and her 8th grade history students
5. Mr. Rakes and his high school math students
6. The teacher's toolbox
7. Benefits for students and teachers
8. Managing a differentiated classroom: the basics
➢ Reflect and discuss in approximately 200 words, single-spaced, 12 font.  Respond to two others.

· CHAPTER 1-4 QUIZ
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Week 4
	Read Exceptional Learners: Introduction to Special Education, Chapters 5 & 6
· Chapter 5- Learners with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities
· Chapter 6- Learners with Learning Disabilities

Chose chapter 5 or 6 to address. Your posting should focus on one disability area. Include 
the main characteristics of the  learners and one evidence-based instructional strategy
that is found to be effective with them (250-300 words, single-spaced, 12 font). 
Reference the text and include the page numbers in your response.

Read and respond to 2 other students. Comment on 1 or more student postings
in the other chapter, i.e., your post was on chapter 1, respond to a chapter 2 posting.

Differentiation Discussion: After reading Tomlinson's chapters 7 and 8 comment on one or more of the following:
1. Introducing students to differentiated instruction: a middle school scenario
2. Introducing students and parents to differentiation: a primary grade scenario
3. Helping parents learn about differentiated instruction
4. A note about differentiation and parents of advanced learners
5. A note about parents who push students too hard
6. A note about parents who stay away from school
7. Thinking about differentiation by readiness
➢ Reflect and discuss in approximately 200 words, single-spaced, 12 font.  Respond to two others
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Week 5
	Read Exceptional Learners: Introduction to Special Education, Chapters 7 & 8
· Chapter 7- Learners with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
· Chapter 8- Learners with Emotional and Behavioral Disorders

Chose chapter 7 or 8 to address. Your posting should focus on one disability area. Include 
the main characteristics of the  learners and one evidence-based instructional strategy
that is found to be effective with them (250-300 words, single-spaced, 12 font). 
Reference the text and include the page numbers in your response.

Read and respond to 2 other students. Comment on 1 or more student postings
in the other chapter, i.e., your post was on chapter 1, respond to a chapter 2 posting.

Differentiation Discussion: After reading Tomlinson's chapters 9 and 10, comment on one or more of the following:
1. Drawing on existing student interests
2. Expanding student interests
3. A few guidelines for interest-based differentiation
4. A glimpse at strategies that support interest differentiation
5. The categories of learning-profile factors
6. Some guidelines for learning-profile differentiation
7. A glimpse at strategies that support learning-profile differentiation
8. Using learning profile to differentiate content, process, and product
9. Bringing the elements together
10. Diagnosing student interest, readiness, and learning profile
➢Reflect and discuss in approximately 200 words, single-spaced, 12 font.  Respond to two others

· CHAPTER 5-8 QUIZ

IDEA 2004 Assignment DUE  (see syllabus for details)
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Week 6
	Read Exceptional Learners: Introduction to Special Education, Chapters 9 & 10
· Chapter 9- Learners with Autism Spectrum Disorders
· Chapter 10- Learners with Communication Disorders

Chose chapter 9 or 10 to address. Your posting should focus on one disability area. Include 
the main characteristics of the  learners and one evidence-based instructional strategy
that is found to be effective with them (250-300 words, single-spaced, 12 font). 
Reference the text and include the page numbers in your response.

Read and respond to 2 other students. Comment on 1 or more student postings
in the other chapter, i.e., your post was on chapter 1, respond to a chapter 2 posting.

Movie Review: 
Rent or borrow Autism: The Musical. We have a copy in the CTRAC room in the
Educational building and in the Sullivan Library. Public libraries, Netflix, Blockbuster also have it. 
Answer the following Discussions:
a. Before the movie how did I view autism?
b. What challenges did the students with autism face?
c. What challenges did the parents of students with autism face?
d. What did I learn about students with autism?
e. How have my views about students with autism changed? 
Respond to two others. 
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Week 7
	Read Exceptional Learners: Introduction to Special Education, Chapters 11 & 12
· Chapter 11- Learners who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing
· Chapter 12- Learners with Blindness or Low Vision

Chose chapter 11 or 12 to address. Your posting should focus on one disability area. Include 
the main characteristics of the learners and one evidence-based instructional strategy
that is found to be effective with them (250-300 words, single-spaced, 12 font). 
Reference the text and include the page numbers in your response.

Read and respond to 2 other students. Comment on 1 or more student postings
in the other chapter, i.e., your post was on chapter 1, respond to a chapter 2 posting.

Differentiation Discussion:
After reading Tomlinson's chapters 11, 12 discuss one or more of the following:
1. Differentiating content for students need
2. Strategies for differentiating content
3. Strategies that support differentiated processing 
4. Mr. Jackson and Cubing 
5. Mrs. Miller and interactive journals 
➢ Reflect and discuss in approximately 200 words, single-spaced, 12 font.  Respond to two others

· CHAPTER 9-12 QUIZ
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Week 8
	Thanksgiving is coming up. Only one chapter this week!

Read Chapter 15- Learners with Special Gifts and Talents  
Your posting should include the main characteristics of gifted learners and an instructional approach mentioned that is reflected in one of Tomlinson’s textbook examples. 

Differentiation Discussion:
After reading Tomlinson's chapter 13, 14 and A Final Thought, comment on one or more of the 
following:
1. Creating high quality product assignments 
2. Other guidelines for successful product assignments 
3. A differentiated kindergarten product 
4. Differentiated secondary products 
5. Differentiating products for struggling learners 
6. Differentiating product assignments for advanced learners 
7. Final thoughts on differentiating products for all learners
8. Changing the traditional grading system
9. Handling concerns of advanced learners and their parents
10. Record-keeping in a differentiated classroom
11. A Final Thought

➢ Reflect and discuss in approximately 200 words, single-spaced, 12 font.  Respond to two others
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Week 9
	Read Exceptional Learners: Introduction to Special Education, Chapters 13 & 14
   
· Chapter 13- Learners with Low Incidence, Multiple and Severe Disabilities
· Chapter 14- Learners with Physical Disabilities and Other Health Impairments

Chapter 14 covers a number of disabilities and health impairments. Select one to discuss and share. Include the main characteristics of the selected learner and ways (at least 2) to support these students in your classroom. Posting should be 250-300 words, single-spaced, 12 font). Reference the text and include the page numbers in your response. Read and respond to 2 others.

· CHAPTER 13-15 QUIZ 

Differentiated Lesson Plan Assignment- there will be a template in livetext. A copy is in docshare.
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Week 10
	
Discussion- Goodbyes and reflection:  Bid farewell to your classmates and mention at least 2 take aways from this class. 




