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CJA 760: Contemporary Issues

Course Syllabus

Fall 2014
Instructor:  

Janet T. Davidson, Ph.D.

Email: 

jdavidso@chaminade.edu
Phone: 

739-4659 

Office: 

Behavioral Sciences #108

Office Hours: 
By Appointment
Class Times:
Wednesdays 5:30-9:40 p.m. and online
Class Location: 
HH 107 & Hybrid
Course Description:  

This course is designed as a study of current issues deemed as having significant impact upon the criminal justice system or public administration. We will cover a variety of issues this semester, including sex offenders, biology and crime, race, drugs, guns, incarceration, and sentencing. We will pay particular attention to the current state of knowledge in each area and how what we know does and should impact public policy. 

Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will have a demonstrable understanding of:

· The current state of research in a variety of contemporary areas, including: 
· Sex offenders and gangs;

· Drug policy;
· Mass incarceration;

· Reentry;

· Sentencing;

· Gun policy; and
· Biology and Crime.
· The manner in which policy is and should be expanded/altered by experts in the field;

· The implications of criminal justice administration on public safety.
Reading materials: 


Wilson, James Q. and Joan Petersilia. 2011. Crime and Public Policy. New York: Oxford University 


Press. 
**Additional readings & media will also be assigned throughout the term**

Course Approach: 

This course will utilize a seminar approach, thus we will rely heavily on class discussion – either in class or via our online format in eCollege. Students must complete the readings prior to coming to class or to posting any discussion material; otherwise the discussions will not be informed ones. Due to the nature of the material we are discussing, there is likely to be some lively discussion and some disagreement on issues. In addition, some people may feel uncomfortable or upset by some of the material. As such, we want to make sure to follow these ground rules: 
1. Acknowledge that people in our culture have different experiences based on race, class, sex, age, and sexuality. 
2. Think sociologically about the issues we tackle and be prepared to critically analyze your own opinions and beliefs.
3. Agree that this course should be a place where no one is made to feel embarrassed or ashamed. Disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated. No attacks that might be deemed personal should be made on the discussion boards. However, healthy discussion and debate is welcome and encouraged. We do not have to agree with one another, but we must be able to discuss our differences in a respectful manner.
In terms of general participation, students are responsible for all material listed in the reading schedule and otherwise posted each week. This seminar will require a fair amount of reading and documentary viewing, so do make sure to plan your study time wisely. Prior to any class discussions (on ground or online), students are expected to have engaged the material such that they are prepared with questions and reflections. This allows for a more coherent participation in the seminar discussions. A critical assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of the readings is expected. Although there are specific readings assigned for each seminar session, students are encouraged to consider and discuss comparisons and disparities among the readings. 

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES WHILE CLASS IS IN SESSION.
Course Requirements:

· Seminar Paper: You should write a research-based policy paper of graduate-level quality on any of the specific policy areas we will cover in class. The specific topic will be of your choosing. Your final paper will be due by Sunday, December 14, 2014 at our last class or via email. Your paper should be well researched, including at least 8 peer-reviewed or otherwise quality sources and should be roughly 15 pages in length. In this paper you will want to take a position related to your topic (e.g., private prisons make for good public policy; police should be enforcing policies on school campuses, etc.) and then go on to support your position. In essence, your paper should be an informed policy position paper. 
Evidence of plagiarism will result in an automatic F for the class, no exceptions will be made.
· Discussion Questions: Because this class is based on discussion, you will be required to submit discussion questions each week. Come prepared with two discussion question each week that tie into the readings. You should plan in turning this in to me before class is over each week. However, you will be asked to pose your questions during relevant points in the class. Your discussion questions should be based on the required readings and/or videos for each week. These questions will be used to help guide our in-class discussions. Your questions will be evaluated based on their overall intellectual rigor. Take this assignment seriously as it will help to shape your own and our overall classroom experience. [Note: your questions should be posted via a discussion board on eCollege each week that we hold class online. I’ll create discussion boards for that purpose. Be prepared to both post two questions online and respond to at least two questions during our online weeks.]
· Discussion & Participation: As an accelerated graduate course, you are expected to come to all of your classes, be prepared and ready to participate at the start of each class.  As such, both of these factors are computed in your final grade. In addition, you may not miss more than ONE class for any reason. Upon your second absence, you will be administratively withdrawn from the course. 
· Presentation of Course Material: Each student will be required to present material for one of the assigned chapters. You should plan on presenting the relevant findings from the assigned material. The presentation should be about 20 minutes long if in class, and the equivalent of 20 minutes of written material or power point presentation if posting online. You can present the material in any format you would like (e.g., discussion of salient points, tie in with other material, power point, etc.). Remember that everyone else will have read the same material so your task will be to pull out what you believe are the salient issues of the material, along with any relevant critiques or emerging questions. 
Grading System:

The class will be graded on a point system.  Your final grade will be based upon the total number of points accumulated at the end of the course as a percentage of the total points possible.  Your grade will be based on the following course requirements:
Point Distribution & Scoring System:

% of Final Grade
          Point distribution

Seminar Paper





40%



  200
Discussion Questions (2 per week)

  
            20%

       

  100
Discussion & Participation




20%



  100


Presentation of Course Material 



20%



  100








100%


              500 points

A = 450 - 500 points
B = 400 - 449 points
C = 350 - 399 points
F = 349 or fewer points
Chaminade University and MSCJA program policy requires graduate students to maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0.  Students whose graduate GPA falls below 3.0 will be placed on academic probation and given two terms to bring their GPA up to an acceptable 3.0 or higher level. Failure to do 

so will result in dismissal from the MSCJA program. Students will be allowed to repeat only two (2) courses.  After a third “C” grade, the student will be dismissed from the program.   

Course Schedule

· Week One: October 8, 2014 – Introduction to Criminology & Criminal Justice Policy, Biology/Family and Crimes
· W&P Chapters 1, 3 & 5
· Week Two: October 15, 2014 – Neighborhoods & Crimes
· eCollege

· W&P – Chapter 8
· Week Three: October 22, 2014 – Special Populations – Street Gangs & Sex Offenders
· W&P – Chapters 6 & 12

· Week Four: October 29, 2014 – Race and the Criminal Justice System 
· W&P – Chapter 9

· Week Five: November 5, 2014 – Gun Control
· W&P – Chapter 10
· Week Six: November 12, 2014 – Drugs, Drug Control Policy, and Crime 
· eCollege 

· W&P – Chapter 13
· Week Seven: November 19, 2014 – Judicial Processing (Prosecution & Sentencing) 
· eCollege 

· W&P – Chapters 15 & 16
· Week Eight – November 26, 2014 – Corrections (Community & Prison)
· eCollege

· W&P Chapters 17 & 18
· Week Nine: December 3, 2014 – Rehabilitation & Treatment 
· W&P Chapter 11
· Week Ten: December 10, 2014 – Crime, Policy and Looking Forward
· W&P Chapters 19-21
· Final paper due – December 14, 2014
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