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Fall, 2014 RE 31490, Hebrew Scriptures
Instructor: M. Gagnon, MAPL
E-mail: mary.gagnon@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Course Description 


Hebrew Scriptures is designed to introduce the student to the continued study of the Old Testament after completion of the course.  The four introductory topics present the prism through which the Old Testament will be studied: 1) the formation of the content of the Canon of the Old Testament in the Jewish, Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox traditions; 2) the process of growth of the collection of books that came to be called the Old Testament; 3) the geographical, historical, and cultural contexts of the ancient Near East out of which the Old Testament literature came into being; 4) the historical, literary and theological interpretation of the text’s message which is the task of exegesis.


Following the introductory topics, the course studies four major sections of the Old Testament in the Judaeo-Christian Tradition: 1) the Torah (Genesis through Deuteronomy), 2) the Former Prophets (Joshua, Judges, I, II Samuel and I, II Kings) and the Persian Period Histories (in particular, Ezra-Nehemiah), 3) the Latter Prophets ( in particular, Hosea, Amos, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and Jonah) and 4) the Wisdom Literature (in particular Job, Sirach and the Wisdom of Solomon).  In addition to studying the biblical text, attention will be given at times to relevant history, archaeology, and ancient Near Eastern Literature as we look at the content, growth, context and interpretation of each book.  

Student Learning Outcomes

1) The students will develop a practical knowledge of and ability to employ the tools of modern biblical study to better understand the meaning of the text.


2) The students will familiarize themselves with background sources in history, archaeology, and literature as they interface with the literature of Old Testament study.


3) The students will develop the ability to identify, discuss and articulate the interconnectedness of the biblical text with our contemporary world, its meaning and relevance for our contemporary world.

Methodology

The course will accomplish its objectives through lecture, reading assignments, reading quizzes, on-line threaded discussions and exams.

Course Requirements
1) There are assigned readings from the text during the term.  The student is expected to have the reading done in preparation for active participation in class discussion board. 

2) There will be periodic reading quizzes in the course of the term.  Quizzes will be open book.

3) There will be essays due throughout the term.

4) There are two exams  -  a midterm and a final exam. 

5) Class Attendance  Students are required to participate in all of the discussion board by posting their answers and responding to a minimum of three of their classmates postings.  The posts on the discussion board are in two formats: your response to the readings, question(s) and your response to others’ answers.  

Participation: Weekly posts consist of:
1. An in-depth response to readings question by Wednesday night 8pm HST; 
2. Reaction posting of affirmation, agreement, or disagreement to postings by three 
other classmates by Friday night 8pm HST; 
3. Turning in the current week assignment by 8pm HST Saturday night.
Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.

Required Reading:

Course website: http://chaminade.ecollege.com 

McKenzie, Steven L and John Kaltner. The Old Testament, Its Background, Growth and Content. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2007.

New American Bible or on-line http://www.usccb.org/bible    --- it is imperative that you only use the NAB version of the bible for this course.
Chaminade library (www.chaminade.edu/library) 

Technical Support: For technical questions: contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at: helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at: (866) 647-0654.

eCollege Account Support:  Call 808-739-8327
Grading Scale:

 
Students will be assessed based on the following:

· Quizzes


10%

100 points total

· Homework(Questions/Essays)10%

100 points total

· Midterm:


15%

150 points total

· Online participation:               50%                500 points total

· Final Exam:


15%

150 points total

 Your grade is calculated using the following scale:

A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%

Students With Disabilities:

It is the student’s responsibility to self  identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603.
Semester Calendar of Topics and weekly reading assignments. The assignment requirements will be posted weekly on the online course bulletin board. 
Week 1


Syllabus/Introductory Topics; Introduction to the Torah.  
Introductions by the students.  Read pgs. 10-59. 
Week 2


Interpretation; The Primeval History; The Hebrew Patriarchs. Read 




pgs. 60-106.
Week 3


From Egypt to the Promised Land. Read pgs. 107-133.
Week 4


Introduction to the Former Prophets; Into the Promised Land.  




Read pgs. 137-164.
Week 5


The United Kingdom; The Divided Kingdom.  Read pgs. 165-207.
Week 6


Midterm -  Read pgs. 373-382.
Week 7


Introduction to the Latter Prophets; The Preexilic Prophets  Read 





pgs. 211-245.
Week 8


The Exilic Prophets; The Postexilic Prophets.  Read pgs. 246-299.
Week 9


Introduction to the Writings; Wisdom Literature.  Read pgs. 303-





327.
Week 10


Additional Writings;  Read pgs. 328-372.
Week 11


T.B.D. 
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