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Chaminade University

COM 31030-Intercultural Communication

Fall 2002

Instructor: Naomi Takashiro

Office & Office Hours: TBA

Home phone: 306-4649

Fax: 394-1909

E-mail: takashiron@earthlink.net

Classroom: Tripler AMC Bldg 102

Time: Mondays 17:30-21:40

Course Description:

This class is designed for students who want to understand the basic knowledge of the Intercultural Communication field and are new to the field. This class will cover both theories and practical applications for students to become effective intercultural communicators.

Course Objectives:

* To provide students with the basic theories and practices in the Intercultural Communication field.

* To help students become more sensitive and effective in communicating in intercultural situations. 

Text: 

Communication Between Cultures, L. Samovar & R. Porter, 2001, Wadsworth/Thomson Learning

Evaluation:

* Class participation and attendance--10%


* Student presentation—20%

* Mid term—30%

* Final exam—40%

A: 90-100%, B: 80-89%, C: 70-79%, D: 60-69%, F: 0-59%

Guidelines for Exams and Presentation

It is the student’s responsibility to take the exams on the designated days which are set by the instructor. If students miss the exams for any reason without contacting the instructor before the class, students will lose the opportunity to take these tests.
If students cannot take them on the assigned days due to unavoidable circumstances, please contact the instructor before the class begins by either e-mailing at takashiron@earthlink.net or leaving a message on the answering machine at 306-4649. If students miss a test with same day prior notice to the instructor, the makeup exam date shall be arranged. If students already know that they cannot take certain tests in advance, they must take the tests before the specified dates. Otherwise, students will lose the opportunity to take the tests. A note explaining why the student had to miss a regularly scheduled test will be required. 

Guidelines for Attendance  and Class Participation

Attendance will be taken at each class. Students are expected to attend class regularly and on time. “ Class participation” includes asking questions, making comments, answering the instructor’s questions, participating in the exercises and role-plays. Students hesitate to speak up in class should contribute in the smaller group discussions, when they are in the room that the instructor is observing. 

Schedule (subject to changes)

Chapters are to be read by date listed.

Oct.
07
Introduction to Course, Cultural Influence on Perceptions, (pp. 2-18, 22-48, 

53-60)

14 Discoverer’s Day  (NO CLASS)

21 Understanding Cultural Dimensions: Communication Styles, Value Systems (pp. 65-86, pp. 267-272, p.190) 

28
Culture & Language: Verbal and Non-verbal Communication. 

Stages of Cultural Adaptation; (U-curve)
(pp. 136-161, 164-193, 273-275, 292-294)

Nov.
04
Stages of Cultural Adaptation: (W-curve), Intercultural Competencies and 

Effectiveness .(p. 277-292)

11 Veteran’s Day (NO CLASS)

Nov.
18
Strategies to change toward effectiveness, MID TERM
25
Intercultural Training 

Dec. 
02
Intercultural Training 
09 STUDENT PRESENTATIONS ON BOOK REVIEWS,

“catch up” time

16 Guest Speaker, Cliff Clarke 

Intercultural Organizational Consulting & Intercultural Conflict (A handout for the reading assignment will be given one week prior to the class.) 

18       Review of Key Learnings, FINAL EXAM

Student presentation

Students will choose a topic from those below in the Intercultural Communication field. Read a book and make a presentation based on your summary and critique of the book. Each student’s presentation should take no longer than 30 minutes.  Students may choose to also engage the class in a short quiz about their presentation or in an exercise related to the book’s theme, thereby involving class members in an alternative learning process. If students need any equipment (for example, OHP) to conduct a presentation, please let the instructor know a week in advance. Make handouts for class if necessary.

* intercultural marriage

* intercultural conflict

* immigration & refuge resettlement

* foreign students

* mass media 

* international business

* multicultural education

Student presentations will be graded on the following criteria.

* Clarity of the presentation (opening, body, and summary)

* Presentation time (Do not finish earlier than 25 minutes)

