Philosophy 105 -- Ethics (Schofield)
Fall Evening 2014

Instructor: Dr. Thomas (Toby) Yos
Meeting Dates: October 7 – December 16
Office Hours: Before or after class
E-mail: thomas.yos@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Required Texts:



On Ethics and Living Well by Robert Solomon



Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom

Catalogue Description - PH 105 Ethics The study of the concepts of good and bad, 

right and wrong, has a long history. This course will study the origins and legitimacy of our standards of conduct and character and will discuss modern studies which consider the compelling and unconditional overtones of ethical demands. The course will also discuss the ways in which we talk to children and young people about what is right and wrong. 

 General Education Learning Outcomes for Philosophy from Student Handbook:

Students who successfully complete the General Education Core program will: 

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the broad themes found in the Western philosophical tradition of Ethics.
2. Demonstrate skills and techniques necessary to successfully execute critical and creative literary papers. 

3. Identify and discuss literary themes and universal concepts present in literary texts, including, but not limited to, the exploration of ethics. 

Course Learning Outcomes:
In order that the students may have a better understanding of what they will learn in Philosophy 105, the following outcomes are provided.  Through the course, the student will:

1. Demonstrate familiarity with the major philosophers, ideas and development of western ethical thought by identifying and explaining these in an essay and project.

2. Be able to articulate the central philosophical ethical issues of western thought through participation in class discussion and by means of written assignments.

3. Begin to think philosophically by reflecting on her/his own views of these issues and demonstrate this reflective process in class discussions and in written journal entries.

Assignments:  

· Essay: You will have to submit one essay.  This essay should be approximately 5 typed, double-spaced pages.
· Project Report: You will have to submit one project report.  This assignment should be approximately 6-9 typed, double-spaced pages.
· Reflections: You will have to submit six reflections on the novel which we read.  Each reflection should be approximately 1 typed, double-spaced page.
· Attendance and Reading: You are expected to attend class each week and read the assigned pages from your textbook. 
Course Grade: You will be able to earn a maximum of 290 points in this course.  The number of points that you earn will determine your final grade for the course.


If you earn 234-260 points (90% and above) you will get a grade of “A” for the course. 

     
If you earn 208-233 points (80% to 89%) you will get a grade of “B” for the course. 

     
If you earn 182-207 points (70% to 79%) you will get a grade of “C” for the course. 

     
If you earn 156-181 points (60% to 69%) you will get a grade of “D” for the course. 

     
If you earn 155 points or below (59% and below) you will get a grade of “F” for the course. 

Points will be awarded as follows:


5-7 page Essay: 100 points

Project and 3-6 page Project Report: 100 points
 
1 page Reflections: 60 points (each of the 6 reflections is worth 10 points)
Rewrite Policy: If you wish to improve an assignment you may rewrite it.  Each assignment may be rewritten a maximum of two times.  Please turn in the prior draft(s) of the assignment with your rewrite.  Work which is turned in after the end of class #8 may not be rewritten.

eCollege:  I have set up an eCollege online companion to this course.  You are not required to use eCollege.  You can, however, use it as a resource for this course.  Through eCollege you can:

· submit your work electronically through the "dropbox" tab.

· contact me through the "email" tab.

· keep track of your grades through the "gradebook" tab.

· find audio and video links for much of the course material.

· communicate with your classmates.

Getting to eCollege:  If you want to use this resource, get to eCollege by doing the following:

· Go to the Chaminade University web site:   http://www.chaminade.edu/

· Click eCollege at the top of the screen:  http://chaminade.ecollege.com/

· Login.  Note that there are links on the bottom of the screen if you need assistance.

· Click on "Course List" and then click on our course.

· Once in the course you will find the Syllabus and a How to get Help announcement.  These will provide you with further directions. 

 A NOTE ON PLAGIARISM:  Plagiarism is strictly prohibited.  Plagiarism will, at the very least, result in failure of the assignment.  Additionally, Plagiarism may lead to failure of the course, or suspension or dismissal from the university.  For more information on this go to eCollege and visit Plagiarism: Why you should NOT do it.

The First Kind of Assignment: Essay

This essay will give you the opportunity to think through the material which we have studied and also to do your own philosophizing.  

 

Length:  The essay should be approximately 5 typed, double-spaced pages.  This is a guideline only.  The quality of the work is much more important than the quantity of the work.

Due date:  The essay is due by Class #5 (November 4).  Rewrites of the essay are due by Class #10 (December 16).
Essay Comments:  I will add comments and suggestions to your essay.  You and I will also schedule a time to meet and go over your essay.

Submitting Essays:  You can either turn in a hard copy of the essay in class or you can submit the essay electronically through eCollege.  Electronic Submissions: Go either to the Essay Assignment Dropbox tab on the left-hand menu or to the Dropbox tab on the course toolbar and attach your work in the appropriate dropbox.  Graded entries will be returned to you by me through your Dropbox inbox.
 

Writing a good philosophy paper: For tips on writing a good philosophy paper and a sample essay please go to eCollege Course Home and see "Tips for writing a good philosophy paper."  

Grading: Your essays will be given a score from 0 to 100.  An excellent “A” paper will earn from 90-100 points.  A good, above-average “B” paper will earn from 80-89 points.  An average “C” paper will earn from 70-79 points.  A below-average “D” paper will earn from 60-69 points.  A failing “F” paper will earn 59 points or below.  A paper which is not turned in will earn no points and will receive a failing grade of 0.  (If you fail to turn in an essay, it is unlikely that you will pass the course.)
Topic:  Consider the following quote by Todd Wilson: “It is remarkable how many people sacrifice the really good stuff for that which is not as important.”

Respond to this quote by answering the following questions:

· What is “the really good stuff” in life?  
· Why do you say that this is “the really good stuff” in life?
· Is it true that people tend to sacrifice the really good stuff for that which is not as important?  
· If so, why do you think people do this?
The Second Kind of Assignment: Project
In your essay you reflected on the question of what “the really good stuff” in life is.  It is good to think and write about the best way to live.  But it is even better to translate these thoughts and words into action and to actually live well.  Your job in this project is to put your ideas into action.  I want you to do something that will help you to bring the vision that you expressed in your essay into reality.

Project Topic:  Design and execute a project, event, or activity which cultivates an ingredient of the good life of your choosing.  This project can either focus on yourself or others.  For instance, if you chose “love” as your essential ingredient of the good life, you could design a project that helps others to give or to receive love or that helps you to give or receive love.

Project Ideas:  What specific form will your Project take?  It is up to you.  Here are some examples of some ideas to get you started.
· Organize or do something:  Work with children, senior citizens, homeless folks, co-workers, or family.  Plan an event, be of service, or teach a lesson that cultivates your chosen ingredient.  Collaborate with a classmate, your co-workers, a church, school, or shelter.
· Create something:  Cultivate your chosen ingredient by creating a video, power point presentation, song, piece of art, or business idea.

Project Report:  You must turn in a Project Report.  This report should consist of three parts:

· Project Proposal (Part I):  Before you start your Project you must write a 2-3 page Project Proposal.  This will be a plan that explains what your project is and how you will accomplish it.  You must share this Project Proposal with me before beginning your Project.
· Project Description (Part II):  After you complete your Project, write a 2-3 page description that documents how your project went.  What did you do?  What happened?

· Project Reflection (Part III):  Write a 2-3 page reflection on your Project.  Do you think your Project helped to cultivate your chosen ingredient?  If so, why?  If not, what could be improved?  What did you learn about your chosen ingredient or the good life from this project?

Project Proposal:  You and I will schedule a time to meet (during Class #6) and talk about your Project Proposal.


Project Report Length:  The Project Report should be approximately 6-9 pages.


Due date:  The Project should be completed and the Project Report should be submitted by Class #10 (December 16).
Submitting Entries:  You can either turn in a hard copy of the Project Report in class or you can submit it electronically through eCollege by going to the Dropbox tab on the course toolbar.  Graded electronically submitted Project Reports will be returned to you by me through your Dropbox inbox.
Grading:  These Projects are worth 100 points.  The points will be assigned as follows:
· Project Report Part I (Project Proposal):  
25 points

· Project Report Part II (Project Description): 
25 points

· Project Report Part III (Project Reflection):  
25 points

· Project quality and effort (Self-Evaluation): 
25 points

The Third Kind of Assignment: Reflections

You will have to complete six reflections.  These reflections will be based on your reading of our Tuesdays with Morrie book.  Each week a selection of reading is assigned.  Read that week's selection and then write your own personal reflection on it.  These reflections will give you the opportunity to connect philosophical issues with your own life.

Topic:  I have broken up Mitch Albom’s book Tuesdays with Morrie  into six chunks:


Entry #1: Pages 1-31


Entry #4: Pages 98-128


Entry #2: Pages 32-61


Entry #5: Pages 129-163


Entry #3: Pages 62-97 

Entry #6: Pages 164-192
After you read one of these chunks you are to write a reflection.  The point of this reflection is to help you to make connections between the book and your own life.  It is also to help you to reflect on your own life.  

· First, briefly describe what you found interesting in this section of the book.  (You don't have to go into much detail here; I've already read the books!)

· Secondly, and more importantly, connect what you found interesting with your own life.  Have you ever thought about what Mitch or Morrie are talking about?  Have you ever had any of these same worries or faced any of these same challenges?  Does what they say influence you to change your life in any way?

 

Since these will be personal reflections there will be no right or wrong answers.  You can, however, do a better or worse job of reflecting.  A good reflection is one that really “scratches beneath the surface.”  It goes into some detail and demonstrates that you have really given the matter some thought.  So after you read find a quiet place, lean back for a little while, and really reflect upon your own life and upon what this book makes you think about.  After taking this time to think, you’ll be ready to write a good written reflection.  I hope you enjoy the book!

 

Length:  Each Journal entry should be approximately 1 typed, double-spaced page.

 

Due date:  All journal entries are due by Class #10 (December 16).  Rewrites of journal entries are also due by Class #10.  These are interesting books to read; many students do all their reflections right away at the beginning of the course.  That is a good thing to do.


Submitting Entries:  You can either turn in a hard copy of your journal entries in class or you can submit them electronically through eCollege.  Electronic Submissions:  Go either to the Reflections Dropbox tab on the left-hand menu or  to the Dropbox tab on the course toolbar and attach your work in the appropriate dropbox.  Graded entries will be returned to you through your Dropbox inbox.
 

Sample: For an example of an "A" quality Reflection please go to eCollege Doc Sharing on the Course Toolbar and see "Sample Reflection."
Grading: These short papers will be graded on a scale of 0 to 10.  The grades are as follows: 
     9-10 points: A
8 points: B
7 points: C
6 points: D
1-5 points: F
 0 points: F (This is the grade which you will receive if you do not turn in an assignment.

Course Schedule (Tentative: Subject to Change)

	Week
	Topics
	Read! in On Ethics and Living Well textbook & Handouts
	Read and Write! Reflections on Tuesdays with Morrie
	Work On! your Essay and Project

	Class #1: October 7
	Living Well
*Issue: Lying, Cheating, and Stealing
	Textbook: Part I, Pages 1-22
	Reflection #1 twm 1-31
	

	Class #2: October 14
	What should I do?  (Consequentialist) Part 1
*Issue: Suicide and Euthanasia
	Part I, Pages 22-41
	Reflection #2 twm 32-61
	

	Class #3: October 21
	What should I do? (Consequentialist) Part 2
*Issue: Death Penalty
	Part II, Pages 42-57
	Reflection #3 twm 62-97
	

	Class #4: October 28
	What should I do? (Non-Consequentialist ) Part 1
*Issue: Abortion
	Part II, Pages 57-72
	
	

	Class #5: November 4
	What should I do? (Non-Consequentialist ) Part 2
*Issue: Sexual Ethics
	Part II, Pages 72-89
	Reflection #4 twm 98-128
	Essay Due



	Class #6: November 18
	Individual Conferences:  Project Proposals 

*Issue: Medical Ethics 
	Part III, Pages 90-106
	Reflection #5 twm 129-163
	

	Class #7: November 25
	What do I do? (Virtue Ethics) 

*Issue: Poverty
	Part III, Pages 106-126
	Reflection #6 twm 164-192
	

	Class #8: December 2
	Why Should I?  Part 1
*Issue: Business Ethics
	Part III, Pages 126-146
	
	

	Class #9: December 9
	Why Should I?  Part 2
*Issue: Environmental Ethics
	
	
	

	Class #10: December 16
	Sharing of Project Reports & Tuesdays with Morrie

	
	
	Project Report and all written work due


Name: _____________
Philosophy 105 -- Project Self-Evaluation

Please use the following criteria to grade your project.   Score each criterion on a scale of 0-5:  

· 5 = Excellent

· 4 = Good

· 3 = Mediocre

· 2, 1, 0 = Poor

	1. Impact.  Did I scratch beneath the surface?  Did the experience have depth?  Did it matter to me or to others?


	Score: _____

	2. Effort.  Was I focused?  Did I focus on the project?  Did I apply myself to it and put in a good effort?


	Score: _____

	3. Difficulty.  Did I challenge my thinking?  Did I stretch myself with this project?  Was it difficult enough to challenge me?


	Score: _____

	4. Learning.  Did I learn something new?  Did I learn from the experience was it educational?


	Score: _____

	5. Value.  Was it interesting?  Was this experience enjoyable, interesting, or valuable to me?  Do I choose a project that was worthwhile?


	Score: _____

	
	Total Score: ____




Please complete this form and turn it in by the end of the course.




