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Course Description:
Are we free in what we choose? Does the choice we make lead us to more desirable outcomes or not?  Is freedom of choice a gift or a burden for a human being? Is choice an absence of restraints or, does it have a deeper meaning for human life? To answer these questions, the course introduces students to the philosophical idea of choice as reflected in ancient Greek, medieval and modern religious thought, and shows the soundness of this intellectual heritage for our own lives.
The course encompasses four parts. The first introductory cycle of lectures is dedicated to the ontological meaning of choice. Choice is viewed as existing from the very beginning of creation and as a part of man's ontological makeup (space-time continuum). The moment of choice is identified as the possibility of the unity of temporal and non-temporal conditions of man, thus showing him a way beyond the illusionary reality. Students will learn about the roots of our desire of liberty and the meaning of the choices we make.
The second part examines the moments of choice in Greek myth and tragedy with specific regards to the role of Destiny in Greek Culture. The question concerning the coexistence of free will and prophecy is discussed, as well as the ideas of Plato and Aristotle on the choice of a good life.
The third part exposes student to the complex life and the ideas of Christian martyrs and prophets; develops a deeper understanding of the specific details of their ideas.
Finally, the fourth part is focused on the exposition of the puzzling choice of modern literary heroes and discusses the views of religious philosophers on the ascent of man. 
Students will read and analyze the writings of several philosophers and writers in order to develop a deeper understanding of the meaning of choice in human life.  The list of reading includes but is not limited to: selected examples from Greek mythology, “Oedipus the King” by Sophocles, “Medea” by Euripides, “Father Sergius” by Tolstoy; excerpt from Plato, Augustine, and Berdyaev.
Reading and active participation in class discussions are essential for the success in this course.






Course Objectives:

The principal objective of this course is to introduce students to philosophical and literary ideas on a single object of study - an idea of choice in European philosophical and literary tradition. Students will become familiar with the views of great philosophers on man’s choice, and will be able to better formulate and express their own ideas on this subject.

Program Learning Outcomes:
1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions;

2. Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;

3. Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition;

4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; 

5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;
Course Learning Outcomes:

Upon the completion of this course students will be able to demonstrate:

1. Knowledge of the philosophical concept of a hero: its origin, and the meaning in mythological and Christian tradition. (PLO1)

2. An understanding of the ontological meaning of choice in Christianity and ancient Greek religion (PLO2)

3. An understanding of the concepts of Good life in Plato and Aristotle. (PLO3)
4. An ability to comprehend the antinomy of Freedom and Predestination in Christian Tradition.(PLO4)

5. An understanding of the particularity of the views of modern religious philosophy on the problem of choice.(PLO2)

6. An ability to connect and apply to modern life and literature Christian concepts of choice. (PLO5)

Marianist Educational Philosophy

The confirmation of the religious roots of culture is an important theme and a factor in the shaping of history, nations, and societies. The inquiry of the idea of choice man ought to make to raise his divine self is the theme of the course which is organized in accordance with the following ideas of Marianist educational philosophy:

Educate for formation in faith

The course intends to help students to find personal significance of the content of the course for each one of them. The understanding that the development of man means the development of his spiritual self through life choices increases for him the validity of faith.  

Educate for family spirit:

Religion occupies the fundamental place in every culture thus being integral by its very definition. This is why the important objective of this course is to realize that choice is given by God and leads to the unity of men within the family, community and humankind with the mutual ultimate goal of transfiguration into a Divine humanity.

Educate for adaptation and change. 

The changeability is one the central theme of the course as changes every choice leads to are often the main fear of a man. Where to look for the guidance and who is the Guide?  The course intends to prove that only the religious world outlook provides compelling answers to these questions. 

Educate for service, justice and peace:

Service to others is the essence of Christian faith, which became the highest value in our global era. This examination of an idea of choice from theoretical and personal point of view educates students how to better serve people and Justice in our global era. 

Course methodology and requirements:

The course format is a combination of lecture, reading, visual materials, and interactive discussion. 
In class activities include lectures and active in-class discussions.  Students are expected to read at home the assigned readings before the class and contribute to the discussion.  
At home students will work on their essays’ journal. During the semester they will closely read and analyze 5 assigned philosophical excerpts, and write for each excerpt a 5 salient points’ paper + 500 words reaction essay. Thoughtfulness and the originality will add value to student’s work as well as the points toward her/his grade.  Students will have pre-writing activities in class in the form of class discussion and peer- reviews. The due date for the submission of all essays is Dec.1. 
Midterm exam will consist mainly of multiple choice questions and short answer questions.

Attendance: Students are expected to attend all the classes during the in-class activities; they have to be prepared and participate in class discussions and activities which are graded; so class attendance and participation are essential for a student if he/she wants to receive full credit for the course. Points will be deducted for unexcused absence and irrelevant conversation during the lecture (up to one letter grade).  

Writing has to be original and thoughtful. Reading and prompt submission of your writings are crucial for your success. Points will be deducted for every day of the late submission up to a one letter grade. 
Course Grading:

All the assignments are given specific letter and number grades, and will count for a percentage of the total grade, as follows:
Five ‘5 salient points’ papers with your 500 words essay commentaries –50% (10% each)
Class discussions- 20
Midterm exam-30%
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Course Reading:  
Nikolai Berdyaev:  “Slavery And Freedom” Semantron Press , 2009.
Additional handouts will be provided by the instructor. 

Optional Reading:
· Heroes of Greece and Troy, Retold from ancient authors by Roger Lancelyn Green, New York, Henry Z. Walck, Inc.1961. (pp.137-165).
· Vysheslavtsev, B.P. “The Eternal in Russian Philosophy”, Tr. by P. Burt, William and Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids , Michigan/Cambridge, UK, 2002,  224 pp.
· The excerpts from Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics (NE), Plato (“Myth of Er”), Greek dramas,  and “Father Sergius” by Tolstoy 
· The Myth of Er ( a legend that concludes Plato’s The Republic  (10.614-10.621)

· Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics : (http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0054
· Homer :Iliad (http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus:text:1999.01.0134)
· Homer, The Odyssey  (Samuel Butler, Ed._) http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus:text:1999.01.0218
· Florensky, Pavel “The Pillar and Ground of the Truth”), Tr. by Boris Jakim, Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey, 1997 (Letter Four: pp.53-80;Letter Eight: pp.124-151;Letter 9:154-190; Letter Eleven: pp.284-331)

· Leskov, Nicolai “The Enchanted Wanderer”-from Leskov The Enchanted Wanderer and Other Stories. Tr. by R.Pevear and L.Volokhonsky; Published by Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 2013. Alfred A

· Tolstoy, Leo “ Father Sergius” ; Kreutzer Sonata”; “Little Girls Wiser than Men”

· Dostoevsky, Feodor “ Crime and Punishment” .
· Nabokov, Vladimir ” Terra Incognita”

· A good site on Greek Myth:

http://www.forumancientcoins.com/cparada/GML/Images.html



COURSE SCHEDULE:
Week 1. (Aug.25-27-29) 
· Introduction. Going over the syllabus; course requirements, reading materials and assignments.  
· Ontological meaning of choice. 

· Hero in Greek myth: god, priest, king, philosophe.

· Heracles, Odysseus, Jason. 

Home reading: Myths of Heracles, Odysseus, Jason, 
Class discussion.

Week 2.  (Sept.3-5)  Sept.1 – Labor Day, no classes
· Prometheus, Theseus, Sisyphus.

· Theseus and Minotaur: descent into the labyrinth.
Home reading: Myths of Theseus 
Class discussion.
Week 3. (Sept.15-17-19)
· The role of Destiny in ancient Greek culture. 

· Choice and prophecy: Oedipus; Medea, Achilles.
Home reading: Greeks myths of Oedipus, Medea, Achilles.
Additional reading:’ “Oedipus the King”’ “Oedipus in Colonus” by Sophocles “Medea” by Euripides’ 
Class discussion
Week 4. (Sept8-10-12)

Reading: Plato: “Myth of Er”  

5 Salient points+ FIRST reaction paper (500 words) 
Home reading: 
Class discussion
Week 5.  ( Sept.22-24-26)
The life choice of Leo Tolstoy and his heroes. Father Sergius
Home reading: “Father Sergius” and “Little Girls Wiser than Men”, by Leo Tolstoy 
Class discussion.
Week 5.  ( Sept.22-24-26)
· The concepts of choice in Religious Philosophy. 
· Master, Slave and Free man. 

· Being and Freedom

Home Reading: from Slavery And Freedom by Berdiaev: ch.1 Personality

Class discussion
Week 6.  (Sept.29-Oct.1-3)
· The concepts of choice in Russian religious Philosophy (cont.)
· God and Freedom 

· Nature and Freedom
Home reading: from Slavery And Freedom, Ch.1 part II.
Class discussion.
Week 7. (Oct.6-8-10)

· The slavery of man to himself .

· Freedom and Ideal State. The Two images of state.

· The slavery of man to war.

· Slavery to nationalism.

Home reading: from Slavery And Freedom: pp.130-172)=
Writing: 5 Salient points+ the SECOND reaction paper (500 words) 
Class discussion
Week 8 (Oct.15-17)  Oct. 13- Columbus Day- No classes.
· Love, Sex and slavery.

· Beauty and slavery

Writing: 5 Salient points’+ the THIRD reaction paper (500 words) 

Home reading: from Slavery And Freedom: pp.222-237
Class discussion
Week 9.(Oct. 20-22-24)
· Spiritual Liberation of Man

· Victory over death and fear.

· Time: religious vs.ordinary

· Interpretation of history.

Home reading: Berdiaev, pp.247-255
Writing: 5 Salient points+ FOURTH reaction paper (300 words) due Oct.26
Class discussion
Week 10 (Oct.27- 29-31)

· Review for MT exam

· Midterm exam 

Week 11.  (Nov.3-5-7)

· The Ethics of creativeness.

Reading: the excerpts from N. Berdiaev  “The Destiny of Man”, pp.126-153 (will be provided)
Writing: 5 Salien points+ FIFTH reaction paper (500 words) 
Class discussion
Week 12: (Nov.10-12-14)

· Choice: the Origin of Good and Evil.

Reading: the excerpts from N. Berdiaev  “The Destiny of Man”, will be provided)
Class discussion
Week 13 (Nov.17-19-21) 
· Paradise. Beyond Good and evil.
Reading: the excerpts from N. Berdiaev  “The Destiny of Man”, 284-298.(will be provided)
Class discussion
Week 14 (24-26)                     Nov. 28 no classes 
Students presentations.

Week 15.   (Dec.1-3-5) 
Students’ journals due Dec.1
· The Third Way of Tareev. 

· Discussion: The meaning of Choice and Love. 
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