RE-380-04-1 Religious Dialogue in the Pacific   
Fall 2014 Hybrid
COURSE SYLLABUS 
Course                                        RE 103 03

Day/Time/Place:
            MWF 9:30-10:20 Henry107

Instructors:                                 Dr. Lukas Pokorny (University of Vienna); Dr. Lilia Castle                               

Office Hours:

             by an appointment
Phone:


     
739-4628 off

E-mail 1:                                    l.pokorny@abdn.ac.uk
E-mail 2

             lcastle@chaminade.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course develops a Religious Studies perspective on major religions in the Asia Pacific region. The selected religions will be explored in their historical and systematic dimension. A comparative approach will highlight doctrinal themes, which are conducive to contemporary interreligious discourse of East Asian religions and Christianity. Students will understand religious traditions as multi-dimensional constructs, be able to interpret the basic features of the traditions studied from a comparative perspective.
COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Upon the completion of this course students will be able to demonstrate:

· Knowledge of the origins of the major Asian religions of the Pacific and their relationship with Christianity (PLO  2)

· Knowledge of the central concepts of the major Asian religions of the Pacific and an ability to compare their central ideas with the ideas of Christian tradition (PLO2) 

· An understanding of the sacred sense of the religious ritual in Shamanism.

· An understanding of the central role Asian religions play in the formation of personality and culture (PLO 5)

· An understanding of the necessity of the religious tolerance for the future development of mankind (PLO 6).

MARIANIST EDUCATIONAL  PHILOSOPHY

The studies of the different aspects of major religions of the world as well as the teaching methods of this course are organized in accordance with the following ideas of Marianist educational philosophy:
Educate for formation in faith;

Provide for an integral quality education;

Educate for family spirit;

Educate for service, justice and peace;

Educate for adaptation and change.

The confirmation of the religious roots of every culture is important theme in our days when religious views are overshadowed by global tendency toward materialism. The dialogical attitude is more urgent than ever in our days when violence is greater and more widespread today. While witnessing to their own faith and way of life, Christianity acknowledges, preserves and encourages the spiritual and moral truths found among people of other religious traditions; their social life and culture. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Attendance and class participation: The class is hybrid; it means that generally we meet once a week, every Monday (or, Wednesday if Monday is a holiday). Students are required to attend every class meeting, to prepare for the lectures through (short) weekly readings and to participate in class discussion. You will be held responsible for materials covered in lectures, much of which goes beyond required readings. 

 The class attendance and participation are essential for a student if he/she wants to receive full credit for the course. Points will be deducted for unexcused absence and class disruptions during the lecture up to one letter grade for each four missing classes or irrelevant conversations during the lecture.

Exams: there will be two take home exams (midterm and final); 1500 words each. The questions will be provided by the instructors.
Weekly written assignments: every week students will have to answer a question in the form of a brief essay (500 words) which will be graded. Here they can largely draw on the lecture contents (provided they keep attention). Additionally, they may consult the weekly readings or relevant library materials.

 Discussions: There will be several class discussions. All discussions are counted toward the final grade.
Course Grading:
The exams and discussions will be given specific letter and number grades, and will count for a percentage of the total grade, as follows:

Two exams-50%   (25 % each)
Short essays -30 ( 6% each)
Attendance, Discussions - 10%
Presentations-10%
90-100

 A



80-89

 B





70-79

 C
            

 60-69

 D



Below 60     
 F                 

         





Course Text:
Oxtoby, Willard G. et al (2014). ed. World Religions: Eastern Traditions. Fourth Edition. Don Mills: Oxford University Press

Additional Reading:

Gethin, Rupert (1998). The Foundations of Buddhism. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press

Harvey, Peter (2013). An Introduction to Buddhism: Teachings, History and Practices. Second Edition. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

Littlejohn, Ronnie L. (2011). Confucianism: An Introduction. London and New York: I. B. Tauris

Littlejohn, Ronnie L. (2009). Daoism: An Introduction. London and New York: I. B. Tauris

Miller, James (2003). Daoism: A Short Introduction. Oxford: Oneworld Publications

Rainey, Lee Dian (2010). Confucius & Confucianism: The Essentials. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell
COURSE SCHEDULE
	Week
	Lectures;

Class assignment
	Homework  assignment

	Week 1 
Aug.25-27
(MW)
Pokorny
	Introduction

Religious Studies and Religion


	Read- textbook: pp.22-23 (What is Religion?); pp. 269-278 (Confucian Beginnings)



	Week 2
 Sept..3 (W)
Pokorny
	Confucianism


	Read- textbook: pp. 278-285 (Daosim)

Essay I: ‘When the person is cultivated peace is brought to the world’. Discuss from a Confucian perspective

	Week 3 
Sept..8

Pokorny
	Daoism

	Read- textbook: pp. 187-209; 217-221 (Chapter 5)

Essay II: Discuss the relationship between the notions of dào 道 and dé 德 according to Daoist thought

	Week 4
Sept.15 
Pokorny
	Buddhism

	Read: Shimazono, Susumu. 2004. From Salvation to Spirituality: Popular Religious Movements in Modern Japan. Melbourne: Trans Pacific Press, pp. 71-90

Essay III: Discuss the relationship between the notions of bodhisattva and nirvāṇa in early Mahāyāna Buddhism

	Week 5 
Sept.22
	Neo-Buddhism


	Read: Dehn, Ulrich (2011). ‘Sōka Gakkai’, in: Birgit Staemmler and Ulrich Dehn (eds), Establishing the Revolutionary: An Introduction to New Religions in Japan, Münster: LIT, pp. 201-219

Video: Our Shared Humanity

Essay IV: Discuss the notion of yonaoshi 世直し (‘world renewal’) in Japanese Neo-Buddhism                   


	Week 6 
Sept.29
	Case Study: Sōka Gakkai

	Essay V: Discuss the notion of ‘human revolution’ according to the teachings of Sōka Gakkai (or Special Event* Review)


MIDTERM
	Week 7
Oct.6
Castle
	Hindu Traditions.

	Read- textbook: Chapter 2



	Week 8 
Oct.15
(Wed.)
	Hinduism: Recent Developments.
	Discussion on documents. Pp.39,40, 41, 62,76-77, 94

Read- textbook: Chapter 2, pp.90-96

	Week 9 
Oct.20
	Japanese Traditions.

	Read- textbook: Chapter7,
pp.343-374

	Week 10
Oct.27 

	Japanese Traditions. Class Discussion on Global and Domestic Trends.

	Read- textbook: pp.367-375
Prepare for class discussion

	Week 11 
Nov.3
	Sikhism 

	Read- textbook: Chapter 3.



	Week 12
Nov.10
	Jainism
	Read- textbook: Chapter 4.


	Week 13 
Nov.17
	Current issues in Religion and Politics
	Read- textbook: Chapter 8


	Week 14
Nov.24
	Student’ presentations.  

	Prepare for presentation. Questions will be provided.


	Week 15
Dec.1
	.

Review for the Final Exam

	Final exam
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