


   ETHICS 




    Fall 2014
COURSE SYLLABUS

Course



PH 105 01

Day/Time/Place:

MWF 8:30 - 09:20 H 227


Instructor:


Dr. Lilia Castle

Office Hours:


MWF 4:30-5:30 (also, by an appointment)

Phone:



739-4628 (office)

e-mail                              
 lcastle@chaminade.edu
Course Description (catalog): 
The study of the concepts of good and bad, right and wrong has a long history. This course will study the origins and legitimacy of our standards of conduct and character and will discuss modern studies which consider the compelling and unconditional overtones of ethical demands. The course will discuss the ways in which we talk to children and young people about what is right and wrong. 

Students will,  also, explore the religious origin of ethics, learn about the ethics of the major religious traditions and understand  how religions shape modern human behavior. The study of the religious ethics will lead to greater understanding between people of different faith traditions. The course provides also regular exercises designed to give students the opportunity to reflect upon controversial issues in ethics through the case studies and discussion. 
Teaching Goal:

Upon accomplishing of this course students should be familier with general issues of philosophical ethics both from a historical and systematic point of view. Students will explore the scope of ethical questions and the main arguments and strategies of major ethical approaches. They will also become acquainted with the psychological foundations of moral reasoning from a philosophical point of view. 

Course Learning Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course students will demonstrate 


1.
An understanding of the significance of moral issues and an ability to define the place of Ethics in the Humanities 

2. Knowledge of the major Ethical theories and the key terms of Ethics.

3. Understanding of the relationship between virtue and knowledge.

4. Understanding of the relationship between religion and ethics.

5. Understanding and ability to apply of the basic principles, rules or guidelines to moral issues.

6. An ability to show how basic principles are used to deal with the specific moral problems (suicide, terrorism, capital punishment, sex, adultery, abortion, euthanasia, sexual discrimination) and knowledge of the arguments for and against these issues.

.

Organizational Theme: Marianist Educational Philosophy
The main idea of this class, which coincides with Marianist philosophy, is that the sense of man’s life is in his search for God.  There is no ethical theme or idea that wouldn’t be linked in one or another way with this main idea.  Students will learn from many philosophical, literary and life examples that faith is the main impulse for man’s moral life and the logical condition of his conscience and that faith and virtue are inseparable.
Course Requirements:
Exams and test: There will be mid-term and final exams.
Students will also write short analytical essays on various topics and participate in class discussions. All discussions are graded.
The creative project is a group performance (or video clip) with a moral message in its content (10 minutes).

Attendance, class participation: Students are expected to attend all the classes, to be prepared, and participate in class discussions and activities. All class discussions and assignments are graded; therefore, class attendance and participation are essential for a student if he/she wants to receive full credit for the course.   Grades will be deducted for irrelevant conversations during the class and for missing more than 4 classes up to one letter grade. Cell phones have to be turned off during the class. 
Course Grading:
Students will take a mid-term and final essay exams on the dates scheduled. Exams and all other activities will be given specific letter and number grades, and will count for a percentage of the total grade, as follows:

Mid-term exam –  
 30%

Final exam-
        
 30%


Creative project-   
 10%





Class discussions-
 20%

Essays-                         10%


90-100
A



80-89

B



70-79

C







                        60-69

D



Below 60        F                  

Required Course Text:Mari Rapela Heidt:  Moral Traditions: an introduction to world religious ethics. Anselm Academics. 2010.
COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1  (Aug.25-27-29)

· How ought we to live? – An Introduction to Philosophical Ethics 

· The origin of Morality. Morality and religious traditions.
· Categories of Ethical Systems.
· Discussion

Class assignment: Discussion1. 
Homework: Read  Ch.1 and answer the Discussion Questions (pp.15-16). Bring your notes to the class. (You do not have to submit the answers).
Week 2 (Sept. 3-5)
(Sept 1 –No classes)
· Ethics in the Hindu Tradition.
· Hindu Values and Principles.

· Abortion and karma. Pregnancy and Rebirth.
· Class assignment: Discussion2. 

Homework: read Ch.2 and Answer Disc.QQ 4,5,6,7.
Week 3   (Sept. 8-10-12)
· Ethics in the Hindu Tradition, cont.
· Gandhi. 
· Discussion of the film ‘Gandhi”.
Week 4  (Sept.15-17-19)

· Buddhist Tradition.
· The Moral World of Buddhism. 

· Buddhism on Wealth and Poverty.
Homework: Ch.3; Answer the QQ.3,4,5,8. 
Week 5  (Sept.22-24-26) 
· Chinese Moral Tradition. 

· Traditional religion. Daoism. Daodejing.

· Confucian Tradition.
Homework: Ch.7

Week 6 ( Sept.29-Oct.1-3)
· Chinese Moral Universe.

· Interconnectedness. Wisdom. Harmony.

· One-child Policy.
Homework: Ch.7

Week 7   (Oct.6-8-10)
· Virtues.
· Review 

· MIDTERM EXAM

Week 8  (Oct.15-17) Oct.13 – No classes
· Christian Tradition

· Christian Values and Principles.
Homework: Ch.5

Week 9    (Oct.20-22-24)
· St.Augustine .

· The Free Choice of the Will.
Class assignement. Duscussion 3 on the Free Will.

Homework: Handouts.
Week 10   (Oct.27-29-31)
· The Religious search of Leo Tolstoy in Father Sergius.
· Christian views on Love and Friendship.
· Class assignment: Discussion 4.
Home work: Handouts on Leo Tolstoy, prepare notes for the discussion
Week 11    (Nov.3-5-7)
·  Islam and the Muslim Moral Tradition.
· Life of Muhammad. The Five Pillars.

Homework: Ch.6
Week 12           (Nov.10-12-14)   
· Jihad. Responsibility. Gender Roles.

· Muslim Family.

Homework: Ch.
Week 13       (Nov.17-19-21)   
· Shinto moral tradition.

· Nature and Morality.

· Beauty and Purity.

· The reflection of moral views in Japanese literature.
Homework: Ch.8

Week 14  (Nov.24-26)                    Nov.28-No class 
· Sikh moral Tradition.
· Jain Moral Tradition.
Homework.Ch.8
Week 1  (Dec.1-3-5)
· Students’ presentations.

FINAL EXAM –Dec.8-12
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