
Japanese 105 – Elementary Japanese
Fall 2014  (August 25 – December 5, 2014)

Course:	JA 105   Elementary Japanese I   (3 credits)
Time:		MWF   8:30 ~ 9:20 am   (Clarence T.C. Ching Hall  251)
Instructor:	David Riggs
Contact:	e-mail: david.riggs@adjunct.chaminade.edu 
Office Hours:	If you would like to talk with me, I will usually be in my office, Henry Hall 206 Room H, for about one hour before class.  You are welcome to visit anytime.  (MWF)
  
Textbooks:	Genki – An Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese (2nd Edition); Japan Times, 
	Tokyo, Japan 2011  (Units 1-4)
Genki Workbook – An Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese (2nd Edition); Japan Times, Tokyo, Japan 2011   (Units 1-4)
Also, handouts relating to the subject material will be given out to the students.
Course Introduction:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Elementary Japanese I is the first half of an elementary course in spoken and written Japanese designed for students who have Japanese language experience of zero to one year. The course will provide students with a basic foundation to enable them to acquire and develop Japanese language skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The instructor will conduct class with the expectation that students regularly prepare and review at home, so that they are able to use the limited class time for practicing both new and previously learned patterns of the Japanese language. Elementary Japanese will assume no prior knowledge of Japanese because there may be absolute beginners in the class. This course will serve as a review for students who have previously studied the language. 

Course Objectives:
It is hoped that the students will be able to achieve the following proficiencies by the end of the course:

Listening:		Identify and understand the main idea of utterances in simple social exchanges.
Speaking:		Engage in exchanges that are common to everyday events, such as: greetings,
personal introductions, and other conversational situations the students are likely to face in daily life.

Reading:		Be able to read elementary readings in Japanese, and identify and understand main ideas of reading materials written hiragana, katakana, and elementary kanji. 
Writing: 		Learn hiragana, katakana, and kanji (Japanese characters), and should be able to compose memo-type notes, messages, and short letters in hiragana and katakana.


Classroom Policies:
1. No eating food during class time. Drinks like coffee, water, soda, and juice are OK. 
1. Please turn off your cell phones before class begins.
1. Please come to class on time. If you come to class late, please enter quietly and sit down. Class will begin promptly at 8:30am.
1. No texting in class!! 

Grading: 
Classroom Performance		10%
Final Exam 			25% 	(Units 1-4)
Mid-Term Exam 		20% 	(Units 1-2)
End-of-Lesson Tests 		20% 	(Units 1 & 3)
Mini-Quizzes			10%
Homework			15%

Grading Scale:
A = 100~90%       B = 89~80%     C = 79~70%     D = 69~60%     F = Below 60%

Attendance & Daily Performance:
Please try to attend all classes. Also, please come to class prepared and on time, with all assignments completed. Students will be allowed 5 absences, but more than 5 absences will result in a lower participation grade. As a general policy, no make-up work will be given without a documented, valid excuse. If you miss a class, it is the student’s responsibility to find out what assignment you missed. Please try to contact a classmate, or e-mail your instructor to get the next class’s homework assignment. Also, it is very important to attend class because of the interactive nature of Japanese 105. Much pair work is done in class to practice Japanese language patterns, and this practice is impossible to make up if you miss class. Therefore, it is strongly recommended that you come to every class, if possible. 
* An excused absence is when
1. You inform the instructor in advance or on the day of your absence and you present written proof and/or document of reason for your absence. (e.g., doctor’s note)
1. You inform the instructor in advance or on the day of your absence and the instructor approves
the absence due to personal emergences.
If you must miss a class, please contact the instructor by e-mail to explain your absence.
Exams & End-of-Lesson Tests: 
The dates for the end-of-unit tests, mid-term, and final exams will be announced by the teacher as the semester progresses. No make-up tests will be given without a valid, documented excuse. 

Mini-Quizzes: 
Mini-quizzes will be given in class regularly to check on the students’ comprehension of the instructional material introduced. The contents of each mini-quiz will be announced beforehand in class. No make-up quizzes will be given without a valid excuse. Hopefully, quizzes will be given about once a week on average.
































