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Course Description

Students will examine the history, art, and religions of Early Japan from prehistory through the Tokugawa era.  The course looks at great individuals and families, movements and court intrigue, the interdependence of religion, politics, economics, art and architecture in the formation of the unique cultural milieu that is Japan. This is the culture that produced the world’s first novel – the Tale of Genji – and the first forms of popular culture – kabuki, puppet theatre, woodblock prints and popular novels.

Course Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this course, students will demonstrate…

· a working knowledge of the key people, events and developments in early Japan

· an understanding of change/continuity and cause/effect (also a program learning outcome)

· a comprehension of the workings of politics and governance (also a program learning outcome)

· an awareness of perspectives and interpretations (also a program learning outcome)

Course Requirements

· Regularly attend and actively participate in class meetings

· Take a mid-term and a final examination

· Turn in a short historical paper (topics for the paper is in your folder).  It should be turned in during week 12 of the course.  Five (5) points will be deducted for every class meeting your paper is late.  Length of the paper is up to you (as a guide, most papers I have received were between 2 and 5 pages long).

Grades

· Class attendance and participation




100 points

· Examinations







200 points

· Historical paper






100 points

370-400 points =A; 330-369 = B; 280-329 = C; 240-279 = D; below 240 = F
Texts  (all text books are required)

· Morton & Olenik, Japan: Its History & Culture
· Weston, Giants of Japan

· Morris, World of the Shining Prince

Outline of Course Topics

Week 1:
Geography of Japan / Who are the Japanese People?

Week 2:
Japan’s Prehistory

Week 3:
Formation of the Yamato State

Week 4:
Cultural Borrowing (from China) during the Nara Era

Week 5:
World of the Shining Prince 1

Week 6:
World of the Shining Prince 2

Week 7:
End of Aristocratic Rule in Japan / Midterm Examination
Week 8:
Rise of the Samurai

Week 9:
Gempei War & Kamakura Bakufu

Week 10:
Ashikaga Bakufu & Samurai Culture

Week 11:
Sengoku Era (Country at War)

Week 12:
Oda Nobunaga, Toyotomi Hideyoshi & Tokugawa Ieyasu / Paper Due
Week 13:
Tokugawa Bakufu (Centralized Feudalism)

Week 14:
Pax Tokugawa and its Effects

Week 15:
Birth of Popular Culture in Tokugawa Japan

Week 16:
Final Examination
Office Hours

Henry Hall 208H:  2:30 – 4:30 PM on Tuesdays & Thursdays

Phone:  735-4824

e-mail:  myamasak@chaminade.edu
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