History/ Political Science 305:
Contemporary American History, Politics and Culture
Chaminade University
Fall 2014

The thing the sixties did was to show us the possibilities and the responsibility that we all had. It wasn't the answer. It just gave us a glimpse of the possibility.  John Lennon


Instructor: Dr. Chantal Seitz
chantal.seitz@adjunct.chaminade.edu
(808) 223-9148
Course Hours:  Tuesday/Thursday 11:30a – 12:50p 
Office Hours (Room 208a):  Tuesday/Thursday: 10:00a – 11:15a or by appointment

Text: On Our Own: Americans in the Sixties, Douglas Miller

Prerequisite:  Any 100 or 200 level history or political science course

Course Description:  Analyses of the forces that shaped contemporary America, focusing on the Cold War, the Civil Rights Movement and the counter-cultural movements of the 1960’s.  This course fulfills the interdisciplinary course requirement.

Course Objectives:  1) Analyze forces which shaped contemporary American history, politics and culture; 2) Develop academic writing skills; 3) Develop critical thinking skills; and 4) Improve speaking skills.

Attendance: Students are responsible for being aware of the full Chaminade attendance policy.  One part of the policy states that unexcused absences equivalent to more than a week of classes may lead to a grade reduction.  Any absence of two consecutive weeks must be reported to administration.  

Grading:  
90 – 100% A:  Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.
80 – 89%   B:  Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.
70 – 79%   C:  Average grade indicating a competent grasp of the subject matter.
60 – 69%   D:  Inferior work, the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for the fulfillment of 
                         prerequisite course work.
50 – 59%   F:  Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

Grades will be determined by the following:
Midterm and Final Exams: 35% each
Research Paper: 15% 
Attendance and Discussion/Participation: 10%
Current Event Analysis and Oral Presentation: 5%

Course Schedule:
8/26 - 28:	Chapter 1: The Rise of the Cold War, Truman
9/2 - 4:		Chapter 2: Disillusionment, Teenage Rebellion, Female Dissatisfaction, Roots of 
		African American Revolt
9/9 – 11:	Chapter 3: J. Kennedy, Space Race, Domestic Initiatives, Containment
9/16 – 23: 	Chapter 4: Civil Rights
9/25 – 30:	Chapter 5: Johnson, The Great Society, The Black Revolution
10/2 – 10/7:	Chapter 6: Vietnam	
10/9:		Mid Term Exam
10/14 – 16:	Chapter 7: Modern Muckraking, Counterculture, New Left, Campus Revolts
10/21 – 28:	Chapter 8: 1968, McCarthy, R. Kennedy, M.L. King, LA Riots, Democratic 
                        Convention
10/30 – 11/6:	Chapter 9: Nixon, Détente, Watergate
11/7:		Deadline to withdraw from classes and last day to apply for credit/no credit option
11/11:		Veterans’ Day
11/13 – 18:	Chapter 10: From Woodstock to Altamont, Counter Counterculture
11/20 – 25:	Chapter 11: Feminism, Environmentalism, Native Americans
11/27:		Thanksgiving	
12/2:		Oral Presentations
12/5:		Synthesis, Conclusions
		Research Paper Due
Last Day of Instruction
12/9 – 11:	Final Exam Week
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