History 201
America Through Civil War 

Chaminade University

Fall 2014

American history is longer, larger, more various, more beautiful, and more terrible than anything anyone has ever said about it.  James Baldwin
Instructor: Dr. Chantal Seitz

chantal.seitz@adjunct.chaminade.edu
(808) 223-9148

Course Hours:  Tuesday/Thursday 8:30 – 9:50 a.m. 

Office Hours (Room 208a):  Tuesday/Thursday: 9:50 – 11:15 a.m. or by appointment
Text: Hist2: U.S. History Through 1877, Kevin Schultz

Course Description:  Starting with the convergence of European, African and Native American cultures in the 16th century, this course studies the multicultural history of the United States through its civil war.  It focuses on the lives, work and service of Thomas Jefferson, Tecumseh, Harriet Tubman and other individuals who made meaningful impacts on the moral and ethical development of the nation.  

Course Objectives:  1) Understand how current domestic and international status of the U.S. developed; 2) Analyze how individuals, groups, events, and philosophies affected the nation; 3) Develop academic writing skills; 4) Develop critical thinking skills; 5) Foster collaborative learning, and 6) Improve speaking skills.

Attendance: Students are responsible for being aware of the full Chaminade attendance policy.  One part of the policy states that unexcused absences equivalent to more than a week of classes may lead to a grade reduction.  Any absence of two consecutive weeks must be reported to administration.  

Grading:  

90 – 100% A:  Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

80 – 89%   B:  Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

70 – 79%   C:  Average grade indicating a competent grasp of the subject matter.

60 – 69%   D:  Inferior work, the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for the fulfillment of 

                         prerequisite course work.

50 – 59%   F:  Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

Grades will be determined by the following:

Midterm and Final Exams: 35% each

Research Paper: 15% 

Attendance and Discussion/Participation: 10%

Current Event Analysis and Oral Presentation: 5%

Course Schedule:
8/26 - 28:
Chapter 1 & 2: Three Societies Pre-Contact, European Overview, English, French & Spanish Expansion

9/2 - 4:

Chapter 3: Early Colonial Life, Regional Economies, Introduction of Slavery

9/9 – 11:
Chapter 4: Latter Colonial Life, Developed Regional Economies, Expansion of 



Slavery, French and Indian War, The Great Awakening

9/16 – 18: 
Chapter 5: Towards Revolution 

9/23 – 25:
Chapter 6: Revolution

9/30 – 10/2:
Chapter 7: Confederation and Constitution

10/7:

Chapter 8: Rise of Political Parties, Neutrality Policy, Washington’s and Adams’ 



Presidencies


10/9:

Mid Term Exam
10/14 – 16:
Chapter 9: Jeffersonian Democracy, Lewis and Clark, The War of 1812 

10/21 – 23:
Chapter 10 & 11: Reform, Second Great Awakening, Women’s Movement, 



Jacksonian Democracy, Nullification, Westward Expansion, Native Removal

10/28 - 30:
Chapter 12: Immigration, Urbanization, Slave Society

11/4 – 11/6:
Chapter 13: Manifest Destiny, Alamo, Oregon Trail, Mexican-American War

11/7:

Deadline to withdraw from classes and last day to apply for credit/no credit option
11/11:

Veterans’ Day
11/13 – 18:
Chapter 14: Slavery Expansion Arguments, Compromise of 1850, Kansas 



Nebraska Act, Dred Scott, John Brown, Election of 1860

11/20 – 25:
Chapter 15: Civil War

11/27:

Thanksgiving


12/2:

Chapter 16: Reconstruction

                        Research Paper Due

12/4:

Synthesis, Conclusions

Oral Presentations on Current Event Analysis

Last Day of Instruction

12/9 – 11:
Final Exam Week
Created 8/15/14

