WRITING FOR MASS MEDIA

COMMUNICATION 274


TUESDAY:
5:30–8:30


INSTRUCTOR:
MIKE FASSIOTTO


OFFICE:
KIEFFER 1


TELEPHONE:
739-4674 (OFFICE)



923-3609 (HOME)


FAX:
739-8329


EMAIL:
mfassiott@chaminade.edu
Office Hours by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Developing and practicing writing skills for advertising, broadcasting, journalism, and public relations.  Introduction to the study and practice of law and ethics in determining news values, gathering information and communicating clearly and accurately for mass audiences.  Grammar and mechanics and Associated Press style are emphasized.

COURSE GOALS:  

Students will be evaluated and assessed on the following competencies:

· Demonstrated accuracy in written grammar and acceptable media style.

· The ability to evaluated news sources and media content critically.

· The ability to recognize and deal competently with issues of media law and ethics.

· The ability to recognize the format and essential principles of writing for print, the web, broadcast, advertising, and public relations.

· The ability to recognize the role of service in media careers.

COMPETENICIES AND GRADING SCALE:

There are five types of assignments for this course: assignments dealing with the Marianist Biography Project, assignments dealing with evaluation and critical thinking, assignments dealing with various approaches to the media, quizzes, and a final portfolio.  In total each will be worth 20% of the final grade.

The final grade will be calculated based on an average of all grades in each category of assignments.  To determine your grade at any time, assign each of your grades a number with an "A" being worth 12, an "A-" worth 11, and so forth.  Total up the numbers for all of your grades and divide by the number of assignments.

All work, except grammar quizzes and in-class writing, must be typed.

Assignments are due on the date given in this syllabus.  Late assignments will not be accepted even with an excused absence.  If you are not going to be in class, you may fax or email your assignment to me.

Attendance is required.  A student must attend at least two hours of class to be marked present.  0.5 will be subtracted from the final average grade for each absence.  Only near-death experiences will serve as an excuse.

The number of assignments on this schedule may change during the semester depending upon the needs of the class.

Texts:

All readings are in Writing for the Mass Media, fifth edition, by James Glen Stovall.  You will also be expected to have access to The Associated Press Stylebook and Guide to Media Law and Ethics, any edition.  Students are also required to read the Honolulu Advertiser Weekly.  Most weeks, part of the quiz will be drawn from that newspaper.

Schedule:

	WEEK/DATE
	DISCUSSION
	ASSIGNMENT

	1 (8/26)


	· Introduction to the course

· The Marianist Biography

Project I

· Analytic questions I
	

	2 (9/2)


	· What is good writing

· The Marianist Biography 

Project II

Analytic Questions II
	Read:  Chapter I

Writing: 

· Quiz 1

· Introduction to you

	3 (9/9)


	· The basic tool of good writing

· What is biography?

· Evaluative questions I
	Read:  Chapter 2

Writing:

· Quiz 2

· Analytic questions

	4 (9/16)


	· Style and Stylebooks

· Evaluative questions II

· Gathering data
	Read;  Chapter III

Write:

· Quiz 4

· Summary/Biography Lecture

	5 (9/23)


	· Writing and the media environment

· The Marianists

· Descriptive questions I


	Read:  Chapter IV

Write:  

· Quiz 5

· Evaluative questions

	6 (9/30)


	· Writing for print

· Descriptive questions II

· Interview techniques
	Read:  Chapter V

Write:

· Quiz 6

· Summary/The Marianists lecture

	7 (10/7)


	· A Marianist

· Questions the self I
	Write:

· Descriptive questions

· Draft/Article for print 

	8 (10/14)


	· Writing for the web

· Questioning the self II
	Read:  Chapter VI

Write:  

· Quiz 7

· Summary/A Marianist

· Final/Article for print

	9 (10/21)


	· Writing biography


	Write:  

· Draft/Article for the web

· Questioning the self

	10 (10/28)


	· Writing for broadcast

· Systematic questions I
	Read:  Chapter 7

Write:  

· Quiz 8

· Summary/Writing biography

· Final/Article for the web

	11 (11/4)
	Systematic questions II

Writing for advertising
	Read:  Chapter 8

Write:

· Quiz 9

	12(11/11)
	Holiday
	

	13 (11/18)
	Prepare biographies/portfolios

Free week
	

	14 (11/25)


	Writing for public relations
	Read:  Chapter 9

Write:

· Quiz 10

· Systematic questions

· Ad copy

	15 (12/2)


	Media law and ethics
	Read: Chapter 10

Write:

· Quiz 11

· Final biographies and pictures due

	16 (12/7)
	
	Final portfolio due


The final project for this class is a portfolio that demonstrates your ability to describe and practice the goals of this course.  You will submit two copies of your portfolio:  one hardcopy and one digitally (on disk or CD-Rom)
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