Chaminade University of Honolulu

COM 310: Intercultural Communication
Summer Evening 2014(July 7, 2014-September 15, 2014) ● Mondays (17:30 – 21:40): Tripler AMC
INSTRUCTOR: Edward Aquino, (808)227-5689, e2aquino@gmail.com

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Major concepts in the study of communication with people from different cultural backgrounds. Values, beliefs, expectations, customs, and attitudes of different ethnic groups are studied to facilitate communication across cultural boundaries. Prerequisites: COM 140 and EN 102. 

REQUIRED TEXT: Samovar, L., Porter, R., McDaniel, E. &  Roy, C. (2013). Communication Between Cultures (8th ed).
COURSE OBJECTIVES: The objective of this class is simply to help the student improve his or her intercultural communication competence, by providing the student with a working knowledge and/or basic understanding of the following: 
· The fundamental principles of human communication.

· The theoretical terminologies, functions and characteristics of culture.

· The relationship between culture and communication, as well as its global and/or societal implications.

· The dimensions of macro cultures (patterns of relationships, nonverbal/verbal communication, business, education, health and religious practices and beliefs).

· The barriers in intercultural communication, including an understanding differences and conflict.
COURSE FORMAT/REQUIREMENTS:

Course Format and Reading Assignments: The course format is designed to be interactive and cooperative - integrating the assigned reading with discussions, exercises and presentations.  Students are expected to complete all reading assignments prior to class as active participation is a must in light of the “Socratic” method of instruction.  Active participation means being able to have a meaningful discussion about the reading.  Students should be prepared to “argue” with the instructor using the assigned readings.  
Class Attendance: Students are required to attend class regularly and promptly. Class attendance means that you arrive on time and stay until class is over. If you are not present in class, you are still responsible for the materials covered. A written excuse must be provided for all duty and medical absences. You may make up an assignment with verification that circumstances were beyond your control. Please notify me before class if you know in advance that you will not be attending.

Grading: There are no surprises. Class Participation: 30%; Class Project: 20% (if there are enough students, otherwise the 20% will apply to class participation); Midterm Paper/Examination: 25%; Final Paper/Examination:  25%.  All assignments must be submitted on the scheduled due date. Any delay in the submission must be cleared with the instructor otherwise, grades will be adjusted accordingly. 
	GENERAL COURSE AND READING SCHEDULE (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)


	WEEK
	DISCUSSION TOPIC
	RELEVANT READING

	1 (7/7)
	Introductions: Syllabus and Course Overview

Intercultural Communication
EXERCISE/PROJECT: THE INTERCULTURAL FILE
	CHAPTER 1

	2 (7/14)
	Communication and Culture 
EXERCISE: HOW OTHERS PERCEIVE US
	Chapter 2

	3 (7/21)
	The Deep Structure of Culture
EXERCISE: FAMILY RITUALS
	Chapter 3 

	4 (7/28)
	Cultural History
	Chapter 4


	5 (8/4)
	Worldview
MIDTER EXAMINATION/PAPER
	Chapter 5

	6 (8/11)
	Cultural Values
EXERCISE: INTROSPECTION
	Chapter 6

	7 (8/18)
	Cultural Identity
EXERCISE: REORDER THE WORLD
	Chapter 7

	8 (8/25)
	Language
EXERCISE: BITS N’ WITS
	Chapter 8

	9 (9/1)
	Nonverbal Communication
EXERCISE: INTENTIONALITY IN COMMUNICATION
	Chapter 9

	10 (9/8)
	Cultural Influences on Communication Contexts
PRESENTATION OF CLASS PROJECT
	Chapter 10

	11 (9/15)
	FINAL EXAMINATION/PAPER
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