CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

EN 091-01: 
READING IMPROVEMENT

SUMMER BRIDGE 2014



Meeting days & times: Monday through Friday, 9:00-10:50 	    
Location: 210 Henry Hall 
Instructor: Justin Wyble          
Office location: 206B Henry Hall
Office hours: Monday through Friday, 11:00-12:00
E-mail: justin.wyble@chaminade.edu


COURSE DESCRIPTION

This basic course in the key skills is necessary for the successful study and comprehension of academic textbooks.  Skills highlighted are: building vocabulary through context clues, finding main ideas, determining significant details and relationships of ideas, outlining, understanding graphic material and interpreting figurative language.  Weekly timed readings encourage increased proficiency.  Enrollment determined by performance on reading placement test.  Credit not applicable to degree requirements.  Offered in the Summer Bridge Program.  Credit/no credit.
	
REQUIRED MATERIALS

The following text is required for this course and is available at the campus bookstore.  Do not purchase an e-book or digital edition.  Also, be sure that you have a copy of this text for our second class meeting on Tuesday, July 15.  

· Robert DiYanni, Making It Work: College Reading in Context (Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2003)

You will also need a pen and a paper notebook, as well as access to a computer and printer.


STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

In order to successfully complete this class a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

· Incorporate newly-learned vocabulary in reading and writing assignments.
· Apply literal, interpretive, and critical reading skills to comprehend and analyze various types of reading material in different reading situations.
· Use an appropriate reading-study system to understand and retain information in informative material.
· Select and recode relevant key ideas in linear or visual form and in summary format.

Students should come to class prepared to use and to demonstrate the following abilities in order to succeed in this class:

· An ability to work independently in order to accomplish specific tasks, i.e., homework, research, writing, etc.
· An ability to successfully manage time in order to complete all tasks
· An ability to follow directions
· An ability to ask questions in order to clear up misunderstandings, clarify directions, or seek assistance (if needed)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

	Reading Responses 
	25%

	Exercises
	25%

	Mid-Term Exam
	10%

	Final Exam
	15%

	Participation (including regular participation in discussions, reading quizzes, presentations, in-class writing assignments, etc.)
	25%

	TOTAL
	100%



**You need a minimum of a 70% (C) to pass this course.** 

Attendance 

Your attendance and active participation in this course is expected.  More than two absences will result in a lowering of the final course grade (see below).  I do not excuse absences; only the university can excuse absences (e.g., participation in athletic competitions, tsunamis, etc.).  

3 absences = minus 5 points from final grade
4 absences = minus 10 points from final grade
5 absences = minus 15 points from final grade
6 absences = minus 20 points from final grade
and so on . . . 

Three tardies are equivalent to one absence.  

In addition, I expect that you will be prepared to stay in the classroom until the end of the class.  If you leave the classroom before the end of class, you will be counted absent.  (We will take a short break from 10:00 to 10:05.)

Please see me during office hours to discuss any extenuating circumstances.   
  
Late Work

All written work must be submitted by the specified deadline.  No late work will be accepted.

Writing Portfolio
	
Please save all written work that I have commented on and/or graded.  You will be required to submit all graded work in a writing portfolio near the end of the semester.

Reading Responses
	
   You will be required to write a one-page response for each of our readings.  You are 
   required to type your responses and to print a hard copy before class.  Your responses are   
   due at the beginning of each class; I will not accept late reading responses.   

Reading Quizzes

	   I reserve the right to give reading quizzes (announced and unannounced) at any time.  
	   You will not be able to take make-up quizzes if you are tardy or absent.	

Classroom Policies 

I expect all students to treat each other and the instructor with respect at all times.  This includes listening carefully and speaking thoughtfully to others during our class discussions.

I expect you to refrain from using all electronic devices during class.  I expect all electronic devices to be kept in your bag and to remain silent during class. 

I expect you to be prepared for class with your textbook in hand.

I expect you to avoid sleeping in class and to refrain from studying for other classes.

I expect you to be prepared to stay in the classroom until the end of the class.

If you violate any of the policies listed above, I will ask you to leave the classroom and you will be recorded as absent.  Please see me during office hours to discuss any extenuating circumstances. 


ACADEMIC HONESTY 
	
Please do not attempt to submit work that is not your own.  Please review the following sections of the current Academic Catalog: 

	Academic Honesty

	Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research. It is one 
	of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world. 
	Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and will not be 
	tolerated. 

	Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not 
	participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic 
	dishonesty to an instructor or to a University official. Academic dishonesty may include 
	theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism.

	Questions of academic dishonesty in a particular class are first reviewed by the instructor, 
	who must make a report with recommendations to the Dean of the Academic Division. 
	Punishment for academic dishonesty will be determined by the instructor and the Dean of 
	the Academic Division and may range from an 'F' grade for the work in question to an 'F' 
	for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University.

	Accusations of Plagiarism or other forms of Academic Dishonesty

	Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense 
	and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

	1.	Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without 
		proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not 	
		sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a 
		text is always mandatory.

	2.	Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.
	
	3. 	Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the 
		original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other 
		assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

	In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, claiming work 
	not done by the student, or lying) where a faculty member observes or discovers the 
	dishonesty, the faculty members may choose to confront the student and handle the matter 
	between the faculty member and the student, or the faculty member may choose to refer the 
	incident to the Dean or Graduate Program Director. (If the Dean or the Director is the 
	instructor in question, the concern should be directed to the Provost; if the Provost is the 
	instructor in question, the concern should be directed to the President.) If the faculty 
	member chooses to confront the situation and it is not satisfactorily resolved between the 
faculty member and the student, the matter may then be referred or appealed to the Dean or Director.

	In either case, the Dean or Graduate Program Director may choose to resolve the matter 
	through a meeting with both the student and the faculty member, or refer the matter to the 
	Provost. The findings, in either case, are final.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
 
While every effort will be made to accommodate students with disabilities, there is a procedure for receiving appropriate accommodations.  Students must first register with the Chaminade Counseling Center, which will then provide documentation that specifies what kinds of accommodations are needed. This documentation must then be shown to, and discussed with, the instructor. 




GRADING SCALE

A  =  Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative (90-100%).
B  =  Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner (80-89%).
C  =  Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter (70-79%).
D  =  Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of 
          prerequisite course work (60-69%).
F  =   Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

**You need a minimum of a 70% (C) to pass this course.** 
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COURSE SCHEDULE

	Monday, 7.14
	CLASS:
Review syllabus; introductions; tour library; buy textbook

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Malcolm X, “Coming to an Awareness of Language” (28-30)


	Tuesday, 7.15 

	CLASS:
- Chapter 1: “Becoming an Active Reader”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Maya Angelou, “Living Well. Living Good” 
(493-497)


	Wednesday, 7.16
	CLASS:
- Chapter 1: “Becoming an Active Reader”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Henry Louis Gates Jr., “On Honoring Blackness” (59-61)


	Thursday, 7.17
	CLASS:
- Chapter 2: “Developing a College Vocabulary”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Natalie Angier, “When (and Why) Dad Has the Babies” (498-503)


	Friday, 7.18
	CLASS:
- Chapter 2: “Developing a College Vocabulary”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Mona Maisami, “Born in Amrika” (99-101)


	Monday, 7.21
	CLASS:
- Chapter 3: “Reading for a Writer’s Topic and Main Idea”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Yogi Berra, “When You Come to a Fork in the Road, Take It!” (504-507)


	Tuesday, 7.22
	CLASS:
- Chapter 3: “Reading for a Writer’s Topic and Main Idea”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Wendy Kaminer, “The War on High Schools” (130-134)


	Wednesday, 7.23
	CLASS:
- Chapter 4: “Recognizing Supporting Details”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Ben Carson, “Gifted Hands” (508-511)


	Thursday, 7.24
	CLASS:
- Chapter 4: “Recognizing Supporting Details”
Reader”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Eric Schlosser, “The Most Dangerous Job” (163-166)


	Friday, 7.25
	CLASS:
- Chapter 5: “Examining Sentences in Context”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Pico Iyer, “The Necessity of Travel” (512-515)


	Monday, 7.28
	CLASS:
- Chapter 5: “Examining Sentences in Context”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Ellen Goodman, “What Matters” (219-221)


	Tuesday, 7.29
	CLASS:
- Chapter 6: “Analyzing a Writer’s Structures”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Lara Margolis, “Chicken Scratch and E-Hugs” (516-518)


	Wednesday, 7.30
	CLASS:
- Chapter 6: “Analyzing a Writer’s Structures”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Sarah Greene, “Musical Lobsters” (253-254)


	Thursday, 7.31
	CLASS:
- Chapter 7: “Examining a Writer’s Language”

HOMEWORK: 
- Prepare for Mid-Term Exam


	Friday, 8.1
	CLASS:
- Mid-Term Exam
- Chapter 7: “Examining a Writer’s Language”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Kim Stanley Robinson, “A Colony in the Sky” (286-288)


	Monday, 8.4

	CLASS:
- Chapter 8: “Becoming an Interpretive Reader”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Todd McCarthy, “Anti-Smokers Ought to Butt Out of Movies” (519-523)


	Tuesday, 8.5
	CLASS:
- Chapter 8: “Becoming an Interpretive Reader”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Eric Alterman, “A Trip to Cell Hell” (327-329)


	Wednesday, 8.6
	CLASS:
- Chapter 9: “Practical Critical Reading”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Katherine Anne Porter, “Rope” (524-531)


	Thursday, 8.7
	CLASS:
- Chapter 9: “Practical Critical Reading”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Margaret Carlson, “The Case for a National ID Card” (378-380)


	Friday, 8.8
	CLASS:
- Chapter 10: “Understanding Persuasive Writing”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- David Sedaris, “Make That a Double” (532-535)


	Monday, 8.11
	CLASS:
- Chapter 10: “Understanding Persuasive Writing”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Edgar Allan Poe, “The Tell-Tale Heart” (416-420)


	Tuesday, 8.12
	CLASS:
- Chapter 11: “Enjoying and Interpreting Literature”

HOMEWORK: READ AND RESPOND:
- Joel Stein, “Life after Oprah” (536-539)


	Wednesday, 8.13
	CLASS:
- Chapter 11: “Enjoying and Interpreting Literature”

HOMEWORK:
-Prepare for Final Exam


	Thursday, 8.14
	CLASS:
- Chapter 12: “Reading and Studying Textbooks”

HOMEWORK: 
- Prepare for Final Exam


	Friday, 8.15
	CLASS:
- Chapter 12: “Reading and Studying Textbooks”
- Final Exam





