	CJA 606: Research Methods
Summer 2014 – Online

July 
July 7, 2014 – September 14, 2014

	Instructor :  Janet T. Davidson, Ph.D.
	

	Email: Please use the course email function. 
	

	Phone: 739-4659 
	

	Office: Behavioral Sciences #108
	

	Office Hours:   By Appointment


Course Prerequisites:  None. 
Description:  
This course is designed as an examination of research methods used to solve social problems and resolve issues in public administration and criminal justice system components.  This course will stress the application of social-scientific approaches to problem solving through empirically based research. Additionally, you will learn how to apply the knowledge you have gained to gauge the work of others, academic and otherwise, in the field.  

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will have a demonstrable understanding of: 
1. Primary methods of data collection as well as the strengths and weaknesses of each;

2. Basic data interpretation, and analysis and how to make recommendations based on interpretation of  data; 
3. Issues of ethics, reliability, and validity in the research process;

4. Steps in the academic research process;
5. Basic methods used for data analysis; and

6. Methods of academic critique pertaining to published or public research.  

Required Text:

Bachman, Ronet and Russell K. Schutt. 2014. The Practice of Research in Criminology & Criminal Justice. Los 


Angeles: Sage Publications. 
Additional readings will accompany the text.  

Reading Assignments:

Reading assignments must be completed prior to your class participation.  You will not be prepared to post meaningful discussions related to the material or work on any assignments without reading beforehand.  

Grading:
· Final Product - Research Proposal:  You have a final paper requirement for this course.  Your final paper, a research proposal, will be graded primarily on content, including your understanding of a particular research methodology (e.g., experimentation, ethnography, survey research, etc.) utilized to answer a research question and/or test you’re a specific research hypothesis(es). You will be asked to define a specific research question related to your research problem, conduct a literature review, develop a proposed research design and analytic plan, and discuss the implications of possible findings from your proposed research. Note also that you will be graded on the overall quality of the paper, including readability, grammar, structure, and punctuation.  Make sure to get help with your writing if you are not a strong writer.  Make sure to do your own work, in your own words.  Evidence of plagiarism will result in an automatic F for the class, no exceptions will be made. Following are characteristics for grades on your paper:

· A paper:  An A paper is one in which there are few, if any, errors.  This paper will contain all of the required components, and will have engaged existing research literature in a critical and constructive manner. Additionally, the research question or hypothesis to be researched will be logically connected to your methodological design.  This paper is one in which you have clearly demonstrated that you understand how to collect data in order to answer a research question, is well written at the graduate level, and is mainly free of any errors in writing. 

· B paper: this paper will cover the basic requirements of the assignment, yet is not as clear and cohesive as an A paper. In other words, while the basic requirements may be present, the logical connections and flow are not as evident.  Additionally, this paper has some problems with grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, or word usage.  

· C paper: this paper will cover the basic requirements of the assignment, yet contains serious problems with cohesiveness, especially as it pertains to demonstration that you understand the assignment and research methodology.  Also, this paper is likely to be written below a level that is accepted for graduate work.  

· D  paper: this paper is one that is not well written, and in which there is little demonstration that you understood the requirements of the assignment.  Additionally, a paper will be considered a D if it is virtually impossible to read due to grammar, spelling, and sentence structure errors.  

· F paper: this paper is one that contains little or no requirements of the assignment or is so poorly written that it cannot be read.  Additionally, any evidence of plagiarism will result in an automatic F in the final paper. 
Please do not ask me to review drafts ahead of time. I will only grade the proposal one time. It is extremely helpful to have someone else review your work for errors and thoughtfulness prior to submission. You are certainly free to ask specific questions along the way as well. No late proposals will be accepted (your proposal is due the last week of class). Your proposal is worth 200 points toward your final grade. A power point presentation of your proposal will be due the last week of class and is worth 50 points toward your final grade.  Note that you will also need to submit a proposal topic (10 points), a list of your proposed literature sources (15 points), and a detailed outline of your proposal (25 points). Your proposal is due by 10:00 p.m., September 14, 2014. 
· Discussion Postings: You will have one discussion posting due each week. I will post a question(s) or topic each week that ties into the issues raised in your main texts as well as from other assigned readings for the week. You need to post substantive responses to my question(s) for each week. Your postings should demonstrate that you have read and understand the material for the week. It would be in your best interest to post only after you have read or viewed the required material.  Please note that I do not give credit simply because something was posted to the discussion board. No late discussions will be accepted. Discussion postings are due by 10:00 p.m. each Saturday. Discussion postings are worth a total of 100 points toward your final grade, or 10 total points each week. 
· Reaction Postings: Each week you will need to respond to another student’s discussion posting(s) for that week. These should be substantive reactions as the intent is to engage each other on the material at hand. In other words, a reaction posting of “I agree,” for example, would not be an acceptable reaction.  Try to respond in a way that you might in a physical classroom setting. No late reaction postings will be accepted. Reaction postings are worth 50 points toward your final grade, or 5 total points each week. Reaction postings are due by 10:00 p.m. each Sunday. 
· Weekly assignments.  You will have a weekly assignment due each week. These assignments will tie into the weekly readings or other media you are required to view for the week. These assignments will largely deal with critical analysis of peer-reviewed, academic work. These assignments are designed to have you apply the course material in some substantive manner. These weekly assignments will help you get a better grasp on the material at hand as well as how to read peer-reviewed academic work. Assignments must be submitted via the dropbox assigned for that week. Failure to submit to the correct dropbox by the weekly deadline will result in a 0 for the assignment. Late assignments will not be accepted (including if you submit to the incorrect location). Weekly assignments are worth 150 points toward your final grade, or 15 points each week. Weekly assignments are due by 10:00 p.m. each Sunday. 
Final course grades will be computed as follows:

	Research Proposal
	200

	Research Proposal Presentation
	50

	Discussion Postings
	100

	Reaction Postings
	50

	Weekly Assignments
	150

	Research Topic – Submission
	10

	List of Peer-Reviewed Sources – Submission
	15

	Research Proposal Outline - Submission
	25

	Total Points
	600


Grade point distribution:

A = 90-100% of total points (540-600 points)
B = 80-89% of total points (480-539 points)

C = 70-79% of total points (420-479 points)

F = 0-69% of total points or below (419 points and below)

ONLINE COURSE CAUTIONS & REMINDERS
 Although this is an online course, it is nonetheless still conducted as a class. I expect you to treat this course with the respect that you would with a traditional course.  We will all travel through the course together, so please do not ask if you can work ahead.  Please note the following as well:  
1. This is NOT an independent study. You cannot do the work for this class at your own pace and expect to do well. No late will be accepted. Work for each week will be available by 7:00 a.m. on Monday mornings and all work for that week is due by 10:00 p.m. on Sunday (except for your discussion postings, which are due by 10:00 p.m. each Saturday). I am firm with these deadlines. An attempt to submit an assignment at 10:01 p.m. on Sunday, for example, would be considered late and would not be accepted. Don’t wait until the last minute to do your work. Running into problems at the last minute will not be an excuse for late work. 

2. This can be a difficult course for many students. One of the keys to success to success is keep on top of your work and start early each week. It is ultimately up to you to stay up to date with the reading and assignments. 

3. The work that you submit is expected to be thoughtful, complete, and written at a graduate level. 
4. Please note that technological excuses (e.g., computer crash or inability to log on) will NOT be accepted as excuses for late, missing, or incomplete work. As stated early, I expect you to have consistent access to a computer and the internet if you have registered for this class. Do not offer any excuses to the contrary. 

5. Plagiarism is a serious academic violation and will not be tolerated in this class. Make sure that the work you post in your discussions, produce for your assignments, and write in your research proposal is your own work. Evidence of plagiarism will result in failure of the course. 
Students who do well in this class are ones who pay attention to detail, ask questions ahead of time for clarity, submit complete and well-written work, on time, and in the correct location.  These students also regularly check course email.  You must be self-disciplined to do well in this, and generally any, online course. 

 Technical Support:  Contact the Chamiande eCollege helpdesk at helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com or call toll free at 866-647-0654 for technical support. 
Students With Disabilities:  It is the student’s responsibility to self identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email at jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.
Course Schedule

· Week One: July 7, 2014 – Introduction to Social Scientific Research

· Bachman & Schutt: Chapter 1

· Week Two: July 14, 2014 – Defining Problems for Scientific Research and Ethics

· Bachman & Schutt: Chapters 2 & 3

· Additional readings as passed out in class

· Week Three: July 21, 2014 – Conceptualization & Measurement 

· Bachman & Schutt: Chapter 4

· Additional readings as passed out in class
· Research proposal topic due
· Week Four: July 28, 2014 – Sampling 

· Bachman & Schutt: Chapter 5

· Additional readings as passed out in class

· Week Five: August 4, 2014 – Experimental Designs

· Bachman & Schutt: Chapter 7

· Additional readings as passed out in class
· List of literature review sources due
· Week Six: August 11, 2014 –  Survey Research 

· Bachman & Schutt: Chapter 8

· Additional readings as passed out in class

· Week Seven: August 18, 2014 – Qualitative Methods

· Bachman & Schutt: Chapter 9

· Additional readings as passed out in class

· Week Eight: August 25, 2014 – Analyzing Content / Nonintrusive Research

· Bachman & Schutt: Chapter 10

· Additional readings as passed out in class
· Proposal Outline Due
· Week Nine: September 1, 2014 – Mixed Methods & Reporting Research Results

· Bachman & Schutt: Chapters 12 & 14

· Additional readings as passed out in class

· Week Ten: September 8, 2014: Research Proposal Presentations

· Individual Proposal Presentations

· Research Proposal Due – September 14, 2014
	The instructor reserves the right to change the syllabus.  


Chaminade University and MSCJA program policy requires graduate students to maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0.  Students whose graduate GPA falls below 3.0 will be placed on academic probation and given two terms to bring their GPA up to an acceptable 3.0 or higher level. Failure to do so will result in dismissal from the MSCJA program. Students will be allowed to repeat only two (2) courses.  After a third “C” grade, the student will be dismissed from the program.   
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