
CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU
EDUCATION COURSE SYLLABUS
ED 474 Curriculum Foundations
Spring 2014


	
INSTRUCTOR:
	Dr. Lisa A. Foster
E-mail: lisa.foster@adjunct.chaminade.edu
             lisaannefoster@hotmail.com
Cell: 808-282-1300     Office: 908-282-1300

	OFFICE HOURS: 
	Office hours by appointment – please email or call the instructor for an appointment. 


	TIME and LOCATION:	
	http://www.chaminade.ecollege.com
Check your student email account (or have it forwarded to the one you check) on a regular basis. For technical assistance with your student email account, contact helpdesk@chaminade.edu

	TEXT/S:  
	1. Garhart Mooney, C. Theories of Childhood: An Introduction to Dewey, Montessori, Erikson, Piaget, & Vygotsky. Upper Saddle River NJ: Pearson.
 ISBN# 013-172-794x. 
2. DeVries, R. Developing Constructivist Early Childhood Curriculum: 
Practical Principals and Activities. New York, NY: Teachers Press College.
            ISBN # 978-0131-7279-46

	WEB-BASED COURSES:

	Go to: http://chaminade.ecollege.com 
Chaminade's online programs use eCollege to provide Internet access to fully online and hybrid courses at both the bachelors and graduate levels. Many traditional courses at CUH also use eCollege as a supplemental tool for class work. 
Please be sure you are officially registered and have received a CUH ID before attempting to login. Your CUH ID will be your login. Passwords are the last four digits of your Social Security number. If you do not see your course listed or have difficulty logging in, please contact helpdesk@chaminade.edu (808-735-4855).
All communication for this course will be managed through the eCollege online management system which is linked to your Chaminade student email account. Please make sure that you check your student email account frequently for course updates and/or forward your Chaminade student email to a personal email account to assure your receipt of important announcements.  Again, if you need assistance with this please contact the helpdesk@chaminade.edu (808-735-4855) 

	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	An examination of the theoretical foundations of early childhood education is provided in this course. Focus is on the constructivist’s theory of education emphasizing creating a curriculum that is integrated throughout all the learning centers and is developmentally and culturally appropriate. Prerequisites: ED 434, ED 471, ED 473

	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	1. History, philosophy and theoretical foundations of curriculum development in early childhood education.
 2. Compare and contrast the work of major theorists who have influenced early childhood education
3. Relationship between theory and practice 
4. Implementation of a planned integrated curriculum that is developmentally appropriate, and culturally, and linguistically responsive.

	MAJOR COURSE OBJECTIVES
	1. Assist students to gain a better understanding of curriculum theory in ECE
 2. Assist students in acquiring a range of curriculum planning strategies and best practices in curriculum development.
 3. Assist students in demonstrating the ability to plan and implement developmentally appropriate curriculum and instructional practices based on individual children, community, curriculum goals and content. 
4. Assist students in developing and implementing an integrated curriculum that focuses on children’s needs, interest and culturally valued content.
 5. Assist students in extending their knowledge and ability to utilize and develop various procedures for assessment of child development and learning. 
6. Assist students in creating and developing a personal curriculum philosophy based upon readings, observation and assignments in this course.

	EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
PROGRAM OUTCOMES:


All five (5) program outcomes are not addressed in all courses.  The program outcomes emphasized for this course are highlighted in BOLD.
	The successful undergraduate candidate in the early childhood education bachelor’s program is able to plan, teach, assess, reflect, and adapt.  Therefore, the successful candidate:
1.   (PLAN) promotes child development and learning by designing developmentally appropriate learning experiences that incorporate knowledge of content, children, learner outcomes, pedagogy, and assessments in the field of early childhood education.
2.  (TEACH) employs appropriate pedagogical practices and utilize resources to facilitate the learning process.  This requires a developmentally appropriate content knowledge in the early childhood education.
3.  (ASSESS) applies a variety of diagnostic, formative and/or summative assessments to evaluate and support developmentally appropriate progress of the learner in the early childhood education.
4.  (REFLECT) builds family and community relationships by engaging in the process of continual and thoughtful reflection on his/her teaching practices in the early childhood education.
5.  (ADAPT) strives to be a professional in the field of early childhood education by evaluating elements of change in the classroom and the wider world, actively bringing this awareness to work with children, faculty, and other member of the community

	
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	
Outcomes
(NAEYC Standard(s) addressed)

1. Use developmentally appropriate and effective approaches to create meaningful curriculum 
2. Demonstrate the content knowledge in ECE
3. Demonstrate the knowledge and use of
 assessments goal, benefits and uses
4. Demonstrate the knowledge of assessment partnerships with family and professionals
5. Develop a personal curriculum philosophy that integrates knowledgeable, reflective, and critical perspectives. (3B, 3C, 4A, 4D, 5D)

	
How will the outcomes be achieved? (e.g. assignments, readings, lectures, fieldwork, etc.)
1. Readings, response paper, observations, journal article, discussion
2. Readings, response paper, discussion, journal article 
3. Readings, response paper, lesson plans, discussion, journal article
4. Readings, response paper, discussion, observations
5. Readings, response paper, discussion, observations, final research paper

	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	A. Participation - Weekly discussion questions, responses, and assignments.    Complete and submit discussions and assignments each week according to the weekly schedule due dates. Entries should reflect an understanding and mastery of the all the resources provided (texts, other readings, web resources and videos). You may communicate any concerns regarding your inability to participate (prior to due dates for discussions and assignments) that may arise during the course directly with the instructor.
B. Assignments- Submit assignments by midnight HAWAIIAN STANDARD Time by the assigned day in DROP BOX. 1 POINTS PER DAY will be deducted for late assignments if received after midnight of the due date. Assignments submitted one week after the due date will receive a grade of 0 (unless a student has made an arrangement with the instructor prior to the due date for the discussion/assignment).
Please review the description of plagiarism later in this syllabus and also the university policy regarding plagiarism in your student handbook. Any assignment that contains plagiarism (intentionally or otherwise) will be returned UNGRADED and may receive a grade of ZERO.                                                                                           
         The instructor reserves the right to return, all work UNGRADED that may be
         required to be resubmitted based upon the grading criteria mentioned in this 
         syllabus.  All submitted assignments are to be word-processed and of the quality
               appropriate for undergraduate study. Take the time to proof read (spell
               and grammar check) your submitted discussions and assignments.
                Each assignment is to be submitted as an independent assignment or discussion
                and will be assessed as such. Submitting work from other coursework will not
               meet the requirements for this course and may be considered an act of
               plagiarism. Submitting partial or work that is another’s is considered plagiarism
              and is a serious offense.
C.  Grading Criteria-The following criteria will be used for evaluating course work: 
a. Completeness (all parts of the assignment must be done) 
b. On-time submittals of assignments.
c. Quality of content (including correct spelling and grammar)
d. Quality of participation.
e.  Thoughtfulness and reflection of resources and coursework.
f. Properly cited references (according to APA 6th Ed).
       D. Grading for Course Discussions and Assignments: 
Chapter Responses                                              10x5 =    60 points
On-Line Discussion Posts/Responses                 15x10=  150 points
Observation Report                                             1 x 20 =  20 points
Lesson Plans  (Week-10pts; Month-20pts)        10+20 =   30 points 
Journal Article or Video Review                         2 x 10 =  20 points
Final Exam-Chapter Readings                             1x  20=  20 points
Research Paper                                                    1 x 40 =  40 points
Total Points                                                                    = 340 points

	COURSE REQUIREMENTS
	ALL COURSE WORK MUST BE SUBMITTED by June 15, 2014 to receive a grade for this course. Grades will be submitted on June 16th, 12 noon. Coursework not completed may warrant a withdrawal from the course, an incomplete contract, and/or a remediation plan arranged with the instructor and Dean of Education.

	Signature Assignments
	Signature Assignment: Final Research Paper- 5-6 pages typed, double space. Select 2 of the 5 major theories/theorists presented in class that are of particular interest to you. Compare and/or contrast these theories of the two theorists by focusing on specific similarities and differences between the two theories. 
Some examples of aspects of the theories that you can compare are the role of the teacher, the role of the child, importance of play in learning, materials, environments, and other methods and approaches and/or theoretical and conceptual frameworks. You may also compare a theory that has not been presented in course with one of the theories presented in this course.  Describe your personal curriculum philosophy (or model) you would choose to implement in your classroom and why. Your paper needs to include a title/heading, introduction, body/content and conclusion. Also be sure to cite and reference a minimum of four (4) or more references, using the APA (6th ed.) referencing style. Please see the rubric, guidelines and due dates for this final research paper (Signature Assignment) in eCollege and the APA guide to referencing according to APA (6th ed.). in Doc Sharing in eCollege.

	 All Assignments
And Due Dates 
	Please see details of all the assignments and their respective due dates posted in eCollege on the Weekly Schedule.	

	                   Grading Scale
	340-325=A; 324-309=B; 308-293=C; 292-277=D; 276 and below=F

	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Attendance and Participation
Students are expected to participate regularly in the course in which they are registered. Students should notify their instructors when illness prevents them from participating in class, and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by calling the instructor’s phone number or by sending an email to the instructor. It is imperative that you contact the instructor and agree to a plan B for late submission of assignment/s or discussions prior to the due date.  Attendance is assessed by participation in the weekly online discussions and by timely posting of assignments.  It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly.  Any student who stops posting discussions and/or does not submit assignments without officially withdrawing (2 or more consecutive weeks), may be automatically withdrawn from the course and receive a failing grade. 
Writing Standards
All work submitted by Chaminade University students must meet the following writing standards. Written assignments should:
1. Use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English. 
2. Develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely. 
3. Adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience. 
4. Be clear, complete, and effective. 
5. Carefully analyze and synthesize material and ideas borrowed from sources. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material should be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism. 
Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:
1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory. 
2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.
4. Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detailed information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.





	
WEEKLY SCHEDULE ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE

	Week
No.
	Date
	Major Topic 
	Required Reading/Assignments
	Assignments Due By:

	1
	April 7
	Overview
Review syllabus, requirements and course schedule on your own
Dewey
-Constructivist Educ.
	Rd. Chap.1: Dewey-TC 
Rd. Chap. 1: Constructivism-DCECC 
Response papers for both chapters 
Discussion Question #1: What is the role of the teacher in Dewey’s Theory of Constructivism? Give an example.
	April 13
Submit to Drop 
Box no later than this date


	2
	April 14
	Montessori Education
-Role of Play in Constructivism
	Rd. Chap. 2: M. Montessori-TC 
Rd. Chap. 2: DCECC
Response papers for both chapters
Discussion Question #2: What is the role of child’s play in Constructivism?
Journal Article #1: Constructivist Theory
	April 20
Submit to Drop 
Box no later than this date


	3
	April 21
	Erikson
-Assessments
	Rd. Ch. 3: E. Erikson-TC Text
Rd. Chap. 3: Assessments-DCECC 
Response papers for both chapters
Discussion Question #3: What aspect of Erikson’s theories of emotional and social development interests you?
Classroom & Child Observation Report
	April 27
Submit to Drop 
Box no later than this date


	4
	April 28
	Piaget
-Shadow Activities
	Rd. Ch. 4: Piaget-TC 
Rd. Ch. 4:Casting Shadows-DCECC 
Response papers for both chapters
Discussion Question #4: What are the similarities between Montessori & Piaget?
Journal Article #2: Piaget's Theory
	May 4
Submit to Drop 
Box  no later than this date


	5
	May
5
	Vygotsky
-Musical Sounds
	Rd. Chap. 5- L. Vygotsky-TC 
Rd. Chap. 5-Musical Sounds-DCECC 
Response papers for both chapters
Discussion Question #5: Give an example of a musical instrument you would create in your classroom and why? (no book  examples.)
Lesson Plan #1: 1 Week Plan
Include how children will be assessed
	May 11

	6
	May 
12
	-Cooking Transformation
-Experimenting w/
Draining & Movement
	
Rd. Chapter 6: Cooking Transformation-DCECC 
Discussion Question # 6: How would you integrate a cooking activity into language arts?
Rd. Chapter 7: Experimenting-DCECC 
Response papers for both chapters
Discussion Question #7: How does observing what children do provide insight into how they think?  

	May 18
Submit to Drop 
Box no later than this date

           
 




	7




	May 19

	-Geometric Reasoning 
-Group Game
	Rd. Chapter 8: Geometric Reasoning-DCECC Discussion Question # 8: Why is geometric understanding important to a child’s cognitive development?
Rd. Chapter 9: Group Games-DCECC 
Response papers for both chapters
Discussion Question #9:  What are your thoughts about competitive and cooperative games?   
Lesson Plan #2: 1 Month Plan
Include how children will be assessed
	May 25
Submit to Drop Box no later than this date

Post one Month  Lesson Plan in DOC SHARING & also submit to instructor’s Drop Box

	8
	May 26
	-Variations of a Checkers Theme
	Rd. Chapter 10: Variations on a Checkers -DCECC 
Response paper for Chapter 10
Discussion Question # 10:  Do you think it is appropriate or not to have the checker’s game in an ECE classroom and why?
	June 1
Submit to Drop Box no later than this date

	9
	June
2
	-Research Paper
(Signature Project)
	Work on Research Paper, 5-6 pages, typed, double spaced using APA format, which includes an introduction, body, conclusion, and a citing of a minimum of one scholarly reference per page, also included on an additional reference/citation page.
	June 8





	10


           


	June 
9








	Cumulative Chapter Reading Test
Open Book/Multiple Choice Q & A.
Submit to Drop Box
By June 15, 10:00PM


ED 474  
Course Evaluation
Contact helpdesk@chaminade.edu
or call 808-735-4855
	Final Research Paper Due to Instructor on or before June 15, 2014, NO LATER



On-Line Fall Term Ends June 16, 2014














340-325=A; 324-309=B; 308-293=C;         292-277=D; 276 and below=F


	June 15
Submit to Drop Box
ALL LATE ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE SUBMITTED ON-LINE, N0 LATER THAN June 15, 2014,
10:00 PM
Points Deducted for
Late 
Assignments

Grades will be submitted on June 16, Noon 
                   




COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND REQUIREMENTS
ED 474 CURRICULUM FOUNDATIONS

Weekly Discussion Questions: Posts and Responses (50 Points Total)

· 10 Questions: 5 points each for posting discussion and response to classmate(s)
· 10 X 5= 50 Total Points 
· Each week there will be assigned discussion on-line questions to respond to. These will be assigned from your readings. Answers should be based on content from readings. Also include a reflective statement/response to the question as to how this impacts your thoughts and/or behavior. Posts should be at least one paragraph in length and you must respond to one or more classmates. 

Response Papers to Chapter Readings (150 Points Total)

· 15 Response Papers: 10 points each
· 15 X10=150
· 15 response papers that requires you to reflect, evaluate, analyze, contrast, compare, or apply information that you have read 
· Minimum 1 full page typed, double spaced.
· Include Introduction, Body and Conclusion
· Title each response paper with Your Name, Book Title, Chapter Number and Date of submittal.

Classroom/Child Observation/Reflection  (20 points total)

· 1 Classroom Observation: 20 points total
· Classroom observation: Two objectives: Observe the classroom environment (teacher, students, interaction, etc.). Then focus on one child (how child interacts with materials, children, teacher, etc.). Also observe if any type of student assessment is taking place, describe.
· 2 pages typed, double spaced

Lesson Plans (30 points total)

· 2 types of lesson plans. Format: linear or spreadsheet format. Check with instructor if not familiar with lesson plan formats.
· Lesson plan #1: Week activity/lesson plan integrated with learning centers, content areas or themes that includes ways to incorporate differentiation, extension and assessment (10 points)
· Lesson plan #2:  Month unit/lesson plan integrated with learning centers, content areas or themes that includes ways to incorporate differentiation, extension and assessment (20 points). Do not forget to incorporate how children will be assessed.


Journal/Article Review (10 points each: 20 points total)

Article #1: Review journal/article, or search on-line. 
Choose an article that presents a particular view of early childhood curriculum development, philosophy, or constructivist theory.  Include a brief summary of the article, your opinion and/or critique.
· 2 pages, typed, double spaced, with title of article
· Attach article or link to article with your review

Article #2: Review journal/article, or search on-line.  
Choose an article that presents a particular view of the use of assessments in ECE.  Include a brief summary of the article, your opinion and/or critique. 
· 2 pages, typed double spaced, with title of article
· Attach article or link to article with your review  

Cumulative Exam on Chapter Readings- Open Book (20 points total)

Exam based on readings from Theories of Childhood; and Developing Constructivist Early Childhood Curriculum: Practical Principals and Activities
                                                                                                                                    
Final Research & Reflection (1 total: 40 Points)
· 4-5 pages, typed, doubled space.  Select two of the five major theories/theorists presented in class that are of particular interest to you, provide rationale.
· Also cite and incorporate 4 or more references, using the APA referencing style. 
· Compare and/or contrast these two theories/theorists by focusing on specific points, i.e. role of the teacher, role of the child, play/learning, materials, environments, etc. Based on your readings, discussions, observations and reflections
· Describe your personal curriculum philosophy in relation to the theories selected. 
· You may also incorporate other theories that have not been presented in class.
· Your paper needs to include a title/heading, introduction, body/content and conclusion. 

Final Exam (20 points total, with 3 bonus points for short essay question)
Complete and submit to DROP BOX by June 15, 2014 Final exam is an open book,   multiple choice questions/answers with a short essay question.

340-325=A; 324-309=B; 308-293=C; 292-277=D; 276 and below=F
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